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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  eighteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics,  Health  and  Environmental 
Conditions  of  the  Urban  District. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  10,103 
Population  - Census  1971  6,430 
Population  --  Registrar  General's 

Estimate  1972  6,570 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,400 
Rateable  Value  £695,831 
Sum  represented  by  a Ip  rate  6,583 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  tho  year  1972. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different 
areas  materially  affects  both  the  birth  and  death  rates  of  these  areas, 
comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued  by  the  Registrar 
for  each  Local  Government  unit.  These  factors  may  be  used  for  calcu- 
lating what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as  'NET*  rates  and  fair  comparison 
are  obtained  if  the  latter  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with  those  of 
any  other  area  (when  these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with  the 
rates  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  are  1.02 
and  0.90  respectively.  The  corresponding  figure  when  multiplied  by  the 
the  crude  rate  (that  is  for  Births  or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will 
give  the  net  rate.  In  this  way  adjustments  are  made  for  Boundary 
Changes  and  also  account  is  taken  of  the  presence  of  any  residential 
institutions  within’ the  area. 
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mjjE 

Fmh'iLE 

TOTAL 

Live  Births 

66 

44 

no 

Legitimate 

63 

41 

104 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1000  of 

estimated  population 

16.7 

Net  live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated 

populat ion 

17.0 

Rate  for  England  & dales 

14.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births 

5.0 

Rate  for  England  & T/ales 

9.0 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

2 

Legitimate 

1 . 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  live  and  still 

births 

18.0 

Rate  for  England  & bales 

12.0 

Total  live  and  still  births 

n2 

Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000  estimated 

44 

51 

95 

population 

Net  death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated 

14.5 

population 

13.1 

Rete  for  En^and  and  liTales 

12.1 

Infantile  Jfortality  (i, e,  deaths  of 
infants  under  the  age  of  one  year) 

Total  nionber  of  deaths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live 
births 

Rate  for  England  and  'dales 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 
illegitimate  births 
Rate  for  England  and  'dales 


2 2 

1 1 

1 1 

18.0 

17.0 

10.0 

167.0 

21.0 


Neo-natal  deaths  (i, e,  deaths  of  infants 

under  4 weeks  of  age)  - 2 2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live 
births 

Rate  for  England  and  V/ales 


2 


18.0 

12.0 


I/IALE 


FEI,'DiLE 


TOTAL 


Early  neo-natal  deaths  (i.  e,  deaths  of 

infants  under  one  vreek)  - 1 1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1000 

live  births  9. 0 

Rate  for  England  and  'dales  10,0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (i, e,  still- 
births and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined)  per  1000  live  and  still 

births  27. 0 

Rate  for  En^and  and  l/ales  22,0 

Maternal  mortality  (i,  e,  death  due  to 

pregnancy  and  childbirth  or  abortion)  _ _ _ 


The  birth  rate  at  17,0  v/as  a little  up  from  the  15.7  of  the 
previous  yean  and  has  not  follo¥/ed  the  National  trend  domwards.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  has  fallen  a further  one  per  thousand  in 
1972  to  14.8  and  is  now  nearing  the  ’replacement  rate  only'  figure. 
This  is  the  equivalent  of  a family  size  of  2,25  children  and  if  v/e 
keep  in  step  with  much  of  V/e stern  Europe  Me  should,  drop  to  the  2,1 
replacement  level  before  long.  This  would  lead  to  the  belief  that 
some  of  the  panic  talk  of  over  population  is  hardly  justified.  In 
numbers  live  births  v/ere  nine  more  than  in  1971. 

Illegitimate  births  at  six  were  five  per  cent  of  the  total 
live  births.  This  however  is  relatively  a favourable  rate  compared 
Vifith  the  very  disturbing  figure  of  nine  per  cent  in  the  Country  as 
a whole.  Nonetheless  it  still  means  for  us  that  six  babies  are 
starting  life  without  the  security  of  a two  parent  home  and  are 
disadvantaged  in  various  ways  besides,  as  will  be  the  other  63,440 
born  in  England  and  Wales  this  year  out  of  wedlock. 

The  death  rate  at  13.1  ¥/as  one  per  thousand  better  than  the 
National  one,  but  only  after  it  had  been  adjusted  to  make  allowance 
for  the  slight  preponderance  of  those  in  the  over  retirement  age 
category.  This  is  likely  to  be  corrected  by  the  influx  of  young 
families  into  the  town. 

The  Natural  increase  that  is  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths 
was  fifteen.  This  v/as  six  less  than  the  year  before.  Hovrever,  the 
total  population  has  gone  up  by  140,  so  there  has  been  once  more  a 
considerable  immigration  into  Bourne  and  this  is  likely  to  continue 
as  Peterborough  City  develops. 

This  year  there  were  two  deaths  of  infants  under  a year,  in 
fact  under  4 weeks  of  age.  These  were  attributable  to  the  following 
causes. 
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Under  one  vfeek  of  age 

Respiratory  failure.  Extreme  prematurity 

40  minutes  - female. 

Under  four  weeks 

Circulatory  failure.  Dehydration.  Intestinal  obstruction. 

7 days  - female. 


This  gave  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  18,0  compared  with 
the  National  rate  of  17.0,  which  incidentally  set  a ne;7  low  record. 

The  Perinatal  mortality  rate  Tdiich  is  regarded  as  the  most 
significant  of  all  infant  mortality  statistics  v/as  27  compared  with 
the  rate  for  En^and  and  ^<Vales  of  22. 

The  causes  to  which  the  tv;o  still  births  included  in  these 
figures  v/ere  attributed,  were:- 

1 . Intr a- uterine  foetal  anoxia. 

Placental  insufficiency. 

- 38  weeks, 

2.  Intra-uterine  foetal  anoxia. 

Placental  insufficiency, 

- 40  weeks. 

As  has  been  repeatedly  said,  it  is  wrong  to  lay  too  much  stress 
on  vital  statistical  rates  when  they  are  applied  to  relatively  small 
populations.  In  the  case  of  Bourne's  6570  an  alteration  of  just 
one  or  two  in  the  numbers  is  reflected  in  a wide  swing  in  the  rate. 

Some  of  the  findings  of  the  1971  Census  wero  released  this  year, 
of  these  vms  the  numbers  in  the  retirement  age  categories  and  these 
were  as  follows 

Men  65+  540  Men  70+  36O 

\7omen  60+  65O  Uomen  70+  290 

It  is  unusual  for  men  to  preponderate  in  the  seventy  plus  age 
group.  They  must  be  well  looked  after  in  Bourne,' 

All  of  these  figures  are  of  great  relevancy  to  those  who  v/ill 
shoulder  the  responsibility  for  developing  our  public  services  in  the 
future.  They  are  the  foundation  upon  which  plans  should  be  based  for 
the  future  so  that  we  can  ensure  that  Bourne  keeps  in  the  forefront 
for  opportunities  in  Education,  Recreation  and  other  attributes  of 
'the  Good  Life',  It  is  needless  to  add  that  these  plans  should 
embrace  the  needs  of  all  ages  both  young  and  old. 


One 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


1 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

2 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

- 

1 

1 Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

I Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

16 

5 

21 

1 Other  PoCTns  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

1 Cerebrovascular  Disease 

6 

11 

17 

Other  Disease  of  the  Circulatory  System 

- 

5 

5 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

_ 

1 

1 

Asthma 

- 

1 i 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

_ 

2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

- 

1 

1 

j Birth  Injury  - Difficult  Labour 

- 

1 

1 

1 111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 1 

1 

44 

51 

95  j 

Cardio-Vascular  disease  is  as  usual  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  causes  of  death.  This  year  it  accounted  for  fifty  six  of  the 
total  and  of  this  total  twenty  one  were  due  to  diseased  coronary 
arteries,  on  whose  proper  functioning  the  health  of  the  heart 
depends.  Seventeen  more  were  attributable  to  disease  of  the 
arteries  supplying  the  brain.  These  figures  demonstrate  very 
clearly  the  need  for  more  research  into  the  living  conditions, 
ways  of  life  and  nutrition  v/hich  predispose  to  and  accelerate 
deterioration  in  the  arterial  network  on  which  life  depends. 
Sedentary  work  with  too  little  exercise,  eating  more  than  the 
dietetic  requirements  and  so  leading  to  overweight,  taking  too 
violent  exercise  after  a heavy  meal  or  when  out  of  training,  and 
heavy  smoking.  All  of  these  are  known  to  be  proven  factors 
predisposing  to  arterial  disease.  More  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  rehabilitation  of  those  who  have  had  a coronary  thrombosis 
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or  a stroke.  These  people  have  often  to  make  a big  adjustment 
to  their  lives  and  require  all  possible  assistance  at  this  time, 
as  do  the  other  members  of  their  family,  ?/hen  they  are  fit  to 
return  to  work  the  sympathetic  understanding  of  their  employers 
and  work  colleagues  is  of  great  importance  too  and  should  be 
enlisted  beforehand. 

Malignant  growths  are  in  second  place  in  the  death  tables 
with  a total  of  nineteen;  and  four  of  these,  making  it  the  pre- 
dominant type,  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung.  Two  were  in  women 
and  two  in  men  showing  for  the  second  year  that  the  increasing 
numbers  of  women  since  the  last  war  who  are  habitual  smokers  has 
made  that  sex  as  vulnerable  as  the  men.  This  is  largely  a preventable 
disease  and  yet  unlike  other  preventable  diseases  so  little  seemingly  can 
be  done  to  stem  the  rising  death  toll.  Warnings  are  printed  on  the 
cigarette  packet  but  who  reads  them?  Lady  nicotine  seduces  many  and 
lures  them  to  their  death.  For  those  who  must  flirt  virith  her,  do 
not  inhale  the  smoke,  leave  a longer  stub  and  take  the  cigarette 
out  of  the  mouth  between  puffs  - best  of  all  get  over  the  infatuation 
as  quickly  as  possible  and  remain  healthier. 

Two  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus  and  two  from  cancer  of  the 
breast,  leads  one  to  advocate  a greater  use  of  the  cervical  cytology 
clinics  to  catch  cancer  of  the  cervix  at  the  earliest  possible  stage; 
and  to  advocate  that  a visit  to  this  clinic  should  also  include  a 
breast  examination.  This  might  ?rell  help  to  reduce  the  toll  of  death 
and  disability  from  cancer  of  this  site.  Additionally,  regular  self 
examination  of  the  breast  is  an  easily  learnt  procedure  which  is 
recommended  to  all  vromen  over  forty  years  of  age.  This  is  extremely 
unlikely  to  engender  any  neurotic  tendency  but  should  draw  attention 
at  an  early  date  to  any  lump,  v/hich  if  significant  can  then  be  dealt 
with  most  successfully. 

Respiratory  diseases  were  responsible  for  eight  deaths,  lower 
than  for  several  years  past  though  Influenza  was  rife  towards  the 
end  of  the  review  period. 

Three  deaths  v/ere  due  to  accidents.  One  women  aged  68  died  of 
accidental  drowning  and  another  women  aged  68  succumbed  to  acute 
chronic  bronchitis  following  the  ingestion  of  a large  quantity  of 
Ethyl  Alcohol  resulting  in  Death  from  Misadventure,  The  male  death 
occurred  in  a man  aged  85  who  developed  broncho-pneumonia,  consequent 
on  recumbency,  following  on  a fractured  femur  after  a fall  at  his 
home. 

Foriy  seven  of  the  deaths  -were  in  persons  over  seventy  five  years 
of  age  making  nearly  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total.  With  more  and  more 
living  longer  it  is  very  needful  to  plan  suitable  accommodation  and 
adequate  supportive  services  to  ensure  that  these  added  years  are  as 
full,  comfortable  and  meaningful  as  possible.  Not  nearly  enough 
thought  is  devoted  to  planning  for  retirement,  which  is  Ijkely  for 
the  majority  to  last  more  than  fifteen  years;  and  the  trend  in  future 
will  be  for  it  to  get  longer  and  yet  longer.  Let  us  endeavour  to 
ensure  they  are  fruitful  years  not  years  filled  with  frustration. 


Dyin^;  and  Bereavement 


It  is  to  te  hoped  that  the  majority  of  people  v/ill  at  the  end 
of  their  lives  die  peacefully  in  their  own  homes.  There  is  a case 
however  to  provide  for  those  in  need  of  prolonged,  and  mayhe 
specialised,  terminal  care  beyond  that  vfhich  can  be  given  unremittingly 
in  their  own  home,  and  also  for  those  who  for  lack  of  family  support 
or  for  other  domestic  reasons  cannot  be  adequately  attended  at  home. 
There  does  seem  to  be  an  increasing  awareness  of  this  as  a Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Service  Conference  was  held  recently  on  this 
topic.  The  same  awareness  is  also  manifested  in  the  special  hospitals 
and  small  hospital  units  dedicated  to  the  purpose.  Are  they  sufficient? 
Possibly  the  imminent  re-organisation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
will  permit  a more  integrated  deployment  of  the  facilities  which  are 
available. 

Bereavement  is  an  experience  in  life's  cycle  which  very  few 
escape  and  yet  in  the  provision  of  "After  care"  all  too  little  is 
done  to  help  those  who  have  had  to  face  this  psychological  and 
emotional  crisis  alone.  In  particular  let  us  not  forget  the  elderly 
bereaved  spouse,  who  at  the  time  may  be  numbed  and  not  fully  aware 
of  the  real  loneliness  and  the  heart  break,  and  the  feeling  of 
isolation  which  follows. 

This  comes  later  v;hen  the  flowers  have  withered,  the  letters  of 
condolence  have  stopped  and  visitors  are  few.  It  is  in  the  subsequent 
months  therefore  that  support,  help  and  friendly  solace  are  most  needed. 

Illness  and  malnutrition  born  of  an  apathetic  approach  to  food 
and  its  preparation  are  twice  as  high  in  widows  as  in  single  women 
of  comparable  age.  The  family  doctor,  domiciliary  nurse,  the  Clergy, 
the  Social  and  Voluntary  Service  have  all  a part  to  play  in  ensuring 
that  the  widows  or  widowers  do  not  nurse  their  sorrow  by  withdrawal 
into  social  isolation  and  so  increasing  their  loneliness  and  depression 
with  consequent  deterioration  in  their  physical  and  mental  health. 
Instead  with  tact  and  patience  encourage  them  to  pick  up  the  tangled 
skein  of  their  lives  and  re-establish  their  interests. 
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HEiiLTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  IHM 


Nursini 


Three  District  Nurses/Midwives,  Mrs,  Bird,  Mrs,  Thacker  and 
Mrs,  Clarke  serve  the  Bourne  Community  and  the  neighbouring  villages 
of  Morton  and  Thurlby, 


Welfare  Food  Services 

These  are  provided  from  the  Health  Centre  and  are  available 
between  the  following  hours 


Tuesday 

3.00 

Y/ednesday 

3.00 

Thursday 

10. 00 

2.00 

Friday 

3.00 

p,m,  - 4,00  p,m. 

p,m,  - 4,00  p,m, 

p,  m,  “ 12.00  noon  & 
p,m,  - 4.00  p.m. 

p,m.  - 4.00  p.m. 


Health  Visitors 


There  is  an  establishment  of  one  Health  Visitor  and  the  post 
is  held  by  lUrs,  H,  Heughan,  S,R,N, , S.  C.M, , H,V,Cert,  The  work  is 
primarily  one  of  providing  a comprehensive  health  advisory  service 
to  the  whole  family,  and  in  particular  in  the  paediatric  sphere. 
Her  advice  to  the  young  mother  in  her  home  and  at  the  Clinic  on 
feeding  difficulties,  and  infant  problems  generally  is  greatly 
valued.  She  also  visits  and  assists  the  elderly  and  has  respon- 
sibility for  visiting  and  advising  the  patient  with  Tuberculosis, 
so  her  field  of  operations  is  a wide  one.  All  new  babies  are 
visited  at  home  two  weeks  after  their  birth. 


Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics 

A school  clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  morning  at  the  Health 
Centre  and  a doctor  attends  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  morning 
in  the  month.  This  is  mainly  an  assessment  clinic  where  investigation 
into  educational  and  physical  handicaps  are  carried  out,  though  some 
minor  ailments  are  seen. 


Infant  Y/elfare  Sessions  are  held  every  Thursday  afternoon,  with 
a doctor  in  attendance  on  the  first  and  third  in  each  month.  During 
the  year  368  individual  children  attended  this  clinic  and  the  aggregate 
attendance  was  4948  giving  an  average  attendance  per  session  of  95. 

The  clinic  doctor  saw  354  of  the  children. 

The  attendance  at  the  clinic  has  gone  up  steadily  in  the  past 
few  years  with  individuals  up  from  232  to  368  and  the  average 
attendance  per  session  from  88  to  95.  This  latter  is  too  high  and 
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consideration  will  have  to  he  ^ven  to  having  clinics  both  morning 
and  afternoon  on  all  Thursdays,  instead  of  mornings  only  on  the 
second,  fourth  and  fifth  in  each  month.  Routine  hearing  tests  on 
infants  and  development  checks  at  12  months  are  no?/  done. 

The  clinic  is  staffed  by  the  Health  Visitor,  Mrs,  Heughan, 
assisted  by  a School  Nurse,  Miss  Henfrey, 

The  writer  again  expresses  grateful  thanks  to  the  volimtary 
workers  who  give  such  devoted  and  invaluable  help  by  maldjng  available 
appropriate  baby  foods  and  supplements  to  the  mothers,  by  record 
keeping  and  assistance  with  v/eighing.  The  ordering,  maintenance 
and  accounting  for  supplies  is  a very  onerous  task,  deserving  of  a 
special  mention. 

Routine  Guthrie  testing  for  phenylketonaemia  was  carried  out, 
but  no  case  of  this  rare  condition  v/as  found. 

Regular  Ophthalmic,  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  clinics 
are  held  at  vUcilch  children  are  seen  by  appointment. 

A weekly  Clinic  is  held  by  a Consultant  Child  Psychiatrist  at 
the  Children’s  Hostel,  West  Street,  Bourne,  The  main  stream  of 
referrals  however  continue  to  go  to  Dr,  B,  Y/hitehead,  Consultant 
Child  Psychiatrist  at  the  Peterborough  District  Hospital. 

School  Dental  Service 

After  the  tragic  death  of  Mr.  R,  Cliffe,  L,  D.  S, , late  1971, 
there  was  a hiatus  in  this  service.  The  post  of  School  Dental 
Officer  has  now  been  filled  by  Miss  M.  Dickens,  L,  D, S,,  and  the  fine 
new  Dental  suite  at  the  Health  Centre  is  busy  again.  It  is  hoped 
Miss  Dickens'  stay  will  be  a long  and  happy  one  - she  certainly  will 
not  be  short  of  work. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


Free  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus 
protection  is  provided  by  the  Family  Doctors, 
against  Smallpox,  Measles  and  Rubella  (German 
same  services  are  available  at  the  School  and 
already  mentioned, 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

During  the  year  fifty  three  young  expectant  mothers  attended 
these  classes,  making  an  aggregate  attendance  of  four  hundred  and 
eleven. 

These  classes  are  designed  to  help  the  mothers  to  understand 
the  birth  processes  and  to  approach  their  babies  with  the  confidence 
born  of  knowledge.  General  educational  and  social  facets  are  dealt 


and  Poliomyelitis 
as  is  vaccination 
Measles)  also.  The 
Infant  Welfare  Sessions 
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with  and  these  sociable,  gatherings  are  very  popular. 

Educational  filns  are  also  shown.  The  classes  are  held  by 
Mrs,  H,  Heughan,  H,V,  C,  at  the  Health  Centre  on  Wednesdays 
from  2,30  p,Ei,  to  4.00  p.n. 

Cervical  Cytology 

The  Family  Doctors  play  a full  part  in  this  service  and  two 
hundred  and  forty  three  cervical  smears  were  taken, 

A clinic  is  also  held  at  Barn  Hill  House,  Stamford  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoons  in  each  month.  Some  Bourne 
residents  make  use  of  this  facility. 

Appointments  can  be  made  with  Mrs,  Williams,  Centre  Secretary, 
Bam  Hill  House,  Stamford,  Telephone  number,  Stamford  2906. 

Hospital  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital 
Board  who  control  the  Butterfield  Hospital  and  the  Bourne  Chest 
Hospital,  The  main  general  hospital  services  are  based  on  the 
District  Hospital  at  Peterborough  and  the  Stamford  Hospital, 

It  was  necessary  during  part  of  the  year  to  curtail  the 
Casualty  Services  at  the  District  Hospital,  so  that  only  real 
emergency  cases  could  be  seen  from  6.00  p.n,  to  9.00  a, m.  This 
was  due  to  staff  shortages.  Hospital  provision  for  the  mentally 
ill  and  the  mentally  subnormal  is  made  by  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board  at  the  Rauceby  and  Harmston  Hall  hospitals  respectively, 

St,  Peter’s  Hospital,  Bourne,  has  155  beds.  It  caters  for  those 
grades  of  children  and  women  who  are  so  mentally  handicapped  that 
they  would  not  benefit  from  training  at  Harmston.  A Teacher  is  now 
on  the  Staff  to  assist  when  possible. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  out-patients  department.  District 
Hospital,  Peterborough,  under  Dr,  N,A,  Ross, 

Males:  Mondays  4.30  p.  m,  - 6,30  p.n, 

Wesnesdays  5.30  p.m,  - 7.00  p.n. 

Females:  Tuesdays  10,30  a, m,  - 12.30  p.m, 

Thursdays  4.30  p.m,  - 6.30  p.m. 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  in  the  Peterborou^ 

District  Hospital  provides  us  with  a most  comprehensive  and 
efficient  bacteriological  service  under  its  Medical  Director, 
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Dr,  E,  J, G-,  G-lencross,  I would  like  to  acknowledge  gratefully  the 
valuable  help  and  unfailing  courtesy  i^iiich  he  and  his  staff  have 
extended  to  the  Health  Department  throu^out  the  year. 

Bacteriological  specimens  of  many  kinds  have  been  submitted 
and  the  constant  stream  of  water  samples  from  mains,  bores,  swimming 
baths,  private  supplies  and  domestic  taps  has  continued  weekly. 

Family  Planning 

A clinic  is  held  at  Barn  Hill,  Stamford  and  provides  a welcome 
service  to  married  women  v/ishing  to  plan  their  families,  and  advice 
is  given  to  engaged  couples  and  single  women.  The  choice  of  methods 
of  contraception  and  medical  help  with  sexual  problems  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  work. 

The  sessions  are: 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month:  2,00  p,m,  - 3.45  P.Q. 

Remaining  Tuesdays  in  each  month:  7.00  p.m,  - 8.45  p. ci. 

First  and  third  Thursdays:  2,00  p.m,  - 3.45  P. n. 

Appointments  can  be  made  by  telephoning  the  Family  Planning 

Association’s  Honorary  Secretary,  Mrs,  J. M,  Gosling,  at  Barn  Hill, 
Stanford,  Telephone  number  Stamford  2906,  during  clinic. 

Ambulance  Service 


Two  iimbulances  and  two  dual  purpose  vehicles  are  stationed 
at  Bourne,  Entonox  and  inflatable  splints  are  available  when 
required. 

Other  Services 

Social  Services 

This  is  an  amalgamation  of  the  former  Children’s  Department 
and  the  Welfare  Department  together  with  the  Hone  Help  Sections  and 
the  Mental  Welfare  Section  formerly  of  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
All  problems  relating  to  these  sections  should  be  addressed  to 
Mr,  J,  G,  Smith,  Team  Leader  of  the  South  Area  Social  Services 
Department  at  their  offices,  4 St,  George’s  Street,  Stanford, 
Telephone  Number,  Stamford  3011. 

Home  Helps 

This  Service  is  still  provided  from  Bam  Hill  House  by 
Mrs,  D,  Hollins,  the  J'r*ea  Home  Help  Organiser,  Monday  to  Friday 
8,45  S'. Q.  ~ 12.30  p.m,  and  1,30  p, n,  - 5.15  p.ci.  Telephone  Number 
Stanford  2906, 
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Sanaritans 


This  organisation  is  dedicated  to  helping  those  who  feel 
life  has  lost  its  meaning  and  is  so  little  worthwhile  that 
suicide  seems  a desirable  alternative  to  carrying  on.  Help 
and  advice  is  extended  to  those  reqidiing  it.  They  provide  a 
flying  squad  to  cope  with  emergencies.  The  nearest  branch  is 
at  Peterborough  and  its  Director  is  Rev,  Philip  Garwood, 

St,  Mary’s  Vicarage,  Eastfield  Road,  Peterborough,  Telephone 
Number  3418,  The  office  Telephone  Number  is  Peterborough  64848 
and  a twenty  four  hour  service  is  given. 

Probation  Service 

The  Probation  Officer  is  Mr.  G,  Hodgson  and  his  Headquarters 
are  in  The  South  Kesteven  Office  Complex,  Burghley  Street,  Bourne. 
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PREVALMCE  i^D  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Under  1 year 
1-2 
3-4 
5-9 
10  - 14 
15  - 19 
20  - 34 
35-44 
45  - 64 
65  & over 
Ages  unknown 
TOTALS  - 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  a mere 
twelve  compared  with  seventy  eight  the  year  before  and  thirty  two 
in  1970.  The  fall  was  exclusively'  due  to  the  steep  fall  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  measles  which  vms  having  its  alternate  year’s 
holiday.  It  would  be  gratifying,  however,  if  it  were  in  fact  due 
instead  to  the  efficiency  of  the  measles  vaccine.  After  a slow 
start  in  its  use  it  is  now  being  much  more  v/idely  used  and  being 
accepted  by  the  younger  mothers  as  a routine  in  the  protection  of 
their  children.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  this  disease  of 
childhood  will  be  completely  conquered  as  the  percentage  of  babies 
who  are  immune  is  raised  to  a high  level.  Though  often  regarded 
as  an  inescapable  indisposition  of  the  young,  it  is  by  no  means 
innocent  of  harm  in  its  complications  which  include  eye,  ear,  chest 
and  even  nervous  system  involvements.  The  ideal  tine  for  the 
protection  is  as  soon  after  the  first  birthday  as  possible  and  when 
the  child  is  fit.  One  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  sixteen  in  the 
County  were  vaccinated  this  year. 

Bourne  has  now  enjoyed  twenty  two  years  of  freedom  from 
Poliomyelitis,  What  a dreadful  disease  it  waSj  striking  so  often 
at  the  young  and  healthy  and  bringing  paralysis  to  their  limbs. 

In  some  cases  the  respiratory  system  was  involved  early, 
necessitating  the  patient  being  put  in  an  artifical  respirator 
for  weeks,  months  or  even  for  life  in  some  cases, 

Fortunately  the  present  generation  of  mothers  have  seen  none 
of  this,  except  perhaps  some  Aunt  or  other  relative  still  walking 
around  on  ’’leg  irons".  It  is  however  very  necessary  for  these  ladies, 
whilst  enjoying  their  safety,  to  realise  what  did  happen  before  and 
could  so  easily  happen  again  unless  they  play  their  part  by  ensuring 
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that  their  children  are  adequately  protected  by  the  three  oral 
vaccinations  required  during  the  first  year  of  life.  Is  this 
insurance  for  life  and  limb  to  be  ignored  when  it  is  so  effective 
and  so  freely  available?  Apparently  it  is  by  some  of  the  young 
Brunnians,'  Out  of  101  children  bom  in  1971,  only  52  - that  is 
51.4  pel*  cent- had  been  vaccinated  by  the  31st  December  1972, 

This  really  is  not  good  enough  and  compared  unfavoiirably  with  the 
County  figure  of  64  per  cent  which  is  also  too  low  for  safety. 

Another  of  the  dreadful  maimers  and  killers  of  children  in 
former  years,  but  happily  unknown  in  our  community  today,  was 
Diphtheria,  Now  mothers  only  knovir  of  it  through  tales  told  at 
their  mothers  knee  and  so  it  is  likely  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
medical  mythology  of  bygone  days  and  to  be  discounted  accordingly. 

Like  Poliomyelitis,  this  disease  has  only  been  conquered  in  the 
past  thirty  years  by  the  production  of  the  appropriate  immunisation 
and  in  the  universality  of  its  use.  Diphtheria  is  not  dead.  It 
can  only  be  kept  at  bay  by  the  conscientious  effort  of  every  mother 
in  the  land  in  having  her  baby  immunised  during  the  first  year  of 
life  and  again  at  school  entrance  age,  Where  the  percentage 
protected  has  been  allowed  to  drop  too  low  the  disease  has  returned 
to  cause  limited  outbreaks;  so  it  is  no  idle  threat  of  risk. 

Let  us  ensure  that  it  cannot  happen  here.  The  current  figures 
however  give  little  cause  for  rejoicing  or  confidence,  as  they 
reflect  exactly  the  same  picture  as  in  the  case  of  Poliomyelitis, 

Of  the  101  children  born  in  1971  only  fifty  two  or  51*4  per  cent 
had  been  immunised  by  the  end  of  1972,  This  compared  even  less 
favourably  with  the  overall  County  figures  of  sixty  four  per  cent. 
Come  along  you  mothers  of  young  Brunnians  and  take  the  steps  which 
will  free  your  offspring  of  risk  and  free  your  consciences  of 
neglect. 

As  an  added  bonus  the  Diphtheria  Vaccine  is  combined  v/ith 
Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  in  most  cases,  so  it  is  three  for  one  - 
No  Supermarket  offers  value  like  that. 

It  should  be  noted  that  while  highly  advisable  for  all,  it  is 
even  more  important  in  an  agricultural  area  to  be  protected  against 
Tetanus,  because  of  the  increased  environmental  risk,  Y/hilst  the 
total  number  of  notified  cases  in  the  country  last  year  was  twenty 
five  the  importance  of  the  disease  and  its  prevention  cannot  be 
minimised  by  bare  statistics  for  it  is  extremely  severe  and  painful 
in  its  effects. 

Once  again  speaking  of  statistics,  may  it  be  requested  that  a 
more  realistic  time  scale  be  adopted  in  respect  of  Diphtheria  and 
Poliomyelitis,  The  recommended  times  for  routine  administration  of 
these  vaccines  are  six,  eight  and  twelve  months.  The  present  system 
only  recognises  as  immunised  those  children  who  have  completed  their 
courses  by  31st  December  in  the  year  following  their  birth,-  This 
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means  that  those  horn  in  the  late  months  of  any  year,  unless 
their  mothers  are  very  calendar  conscious  and  take  little  note 
of  pre-Christmas  rushes  are  unlikely  to  have  their  course 
completed  in  time  for  registration,  A further  snag  is  that  even 
if  they  have  done  so  the  registration  card  can  he  delayed  in 
completion,  posting  or  delivery  - particularly  this  Christmas’ 

Such  children  are  not  regarded  statistically  as  being  immunised 
in  that,  or  any  other  subsequent  year  and  so  the  conscientious 
hut  only  slightly  tardy  are  not  done  full  justice. 

The  latest  of  the  preventive  immunisations  is  the  Rubella 
vaccine  and  there  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  it.  Most  girls 
are  now  fully  av/are  that  to  the  non-immune  there  is  anxiety  about 
developing  the  disease  during  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy, 
because  of  the  likelihood  of  deformities  occuring  in  the  baby. 
Accordingly  there  has  been  a good  response  #ien  it  has  been 
offered  to  the  tv/elve  year  old  girds  in  school  as  part  of  the 
School  Health  Service,  In  addition  quite  a number  of  other  girls 
have  exercised  their  right  at  sixteen  years  onwards  to  come  and 
request  it  for  themselves. 

The  number  who  v/ere  dealt  with  in  the  Bourne  Secondary  Modern 
School  was  thirty  seven  and  in  Bourne  Grammar  School  twenty  seven 
and  it  is  right  to  thank  the  Head  Masters  of  these  schools  for  their 
warm  co-operation  in  this  effort. 

There  were  a.  few  cases  of  influenza  just  prior  to  Christmas 
but  it  did  not  reach  epidemic  proportions  and  fortunately  no  cases 
of  influenzal  pneumonia  resulted  from  the  infection. 

Vaccines  still  remain  disappointing,  for  as  a rule  the 
influenzal  virus  is  one  jump  ahead  of  the  defence.  However,  there 
is  hope  from  the  Pasteur  Laboratory  that  by  next  year  they  will 
have  outsmarted  the  virus  by  Scientific  anticipation  of  its  next 
change  and  that  a much  more  effective  vaccine  will  be  available. 

Many  v/ill  fervently  hope  that  this  will  materialise  and  fulfil 
its  promise. 

Meantime,  present  vaccines  have  a marginal  effect  for  good 
and  are  certainly  worth  accepting  by  the  elderly,  and  those  with 
chronic  respiratory  or  heart  disease. 

The  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  not  inter  related.  One 
did  occur  however  in  a feimily,  a member  of  which  was  engaged  in  a 
Pood  business.  The  person  concerned  was  laid  off  work  for  the 
period  usual  in  such  cases,  but  contact  control  is  not  normally 
undertaken  for  this  disease  except  for  food  handlers  and  midwives. 

This  year  there  were  no  cases  of  dysentery.  One  baby  was 
discharged  from  hospital  with  a Bacillus  Coli  infection,  which  was 
followed  up  at  home.  No  other  cases  occurred  in  the  family. 
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A card  of  precautions  is  made  available  to  all  Council 
workmen  who  may  from  time  to  time  work  in  situations  liable  to  rat 
infestation,  recommending  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  avoid  Weils 
disease  - an  infective  jaundice  carried  by  rats.  Any  employer 
who  vashes  these  for  his  staff  should  apply  to  the  Health 
Department,  The  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  and  an  Internal 
Drainage  Board  have  already  done  so. 

A disease  common  to  man  and  animal  - Toxoplasmosis  is  becoming 
increasingly  prevalent.  The  organism  responsible  for  it  is  carried 
by  domestic  animals  - cats,  dogs  - and  can  cause  eye  symptoms, 
glandular  enlargement,  and  heart  or  nervous  systan  involvement.  It 
can  also  in  early  pregnancy  cause  congenital  defects  in  the  baby 
comparable  with  G-erman  Measles,  Last  year  one  thousand  and  seventy 
one  cases  were  reported  in  this  Country  and  probably  many  more  were 
not.  There  was  a strong  proponderanc e of  young  v/omen  and  this  may 
be  accounted  for  by  investigation  of  mothers  who  have  a miscarriage 
or  still  birth  or  gave  birth  to  infected  children. 

It  is  important  after  handling  domestic  pets  that  the  hands 
should  be  washed  thoroughly  before  eating  and  pets  dishes  should  be 
kept  separate  from  all  others. 

This  disease  is  certainly  one  with  which  to  reckon  and  take 
preventive  precautions. 

Venereal  Disease 

The  numbers  of  new  cases  from  the  Borough  and  the  adjoining  area 
who  attended  the  Peterborough  District  Hospital  Clinic  was  eighty 
five.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1971  was  ninety  two  and  1970 
eighty  seven.  Last  year  there  were  seven  hundred  a,nd  nine  in 
attendance  at  the  Peterborough  District  Hospital  compared  with  five 
hundred  and  ninety  two  the  year  before. 

Vifhilst  the  ‘local’  figures  show  a little  sign  of  stabilising, 
the  overall  picture  in  the  Country  is  a distressing  one.  In  the  most 
recent  Annual  Return  of  Venereal  and  other  sexually  transmitted 
Diseases  the  number  of  cases  (in  all  stages)  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  at  any  centre  amounted  to  307, 66A  and  of  these 
1187  were  syphilis  and  57,469  v>rere  Gonorrhoea, 

According  to  Professor  E.W,  Wills,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  at  London  University,  one  person  in  200  became  infected 
with  Venereal  Disease  last  year,  and  he  added  if  you  excluded 
children  and  old  people  it  became  nearer  one  in  a hundred. 

There  has  been  a singular  rise  of  venereal  disease  in  women  a 
375  per  cent  rise  since  1959  compared  with  a rise  of  225  per  cent 
rise  for  men  in  the  same  period.  Certainly  measles  with  145,000 
cases  has  been  well  and  truly  relegated  to  second  place  in  the  league 
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of  communicable  diseases,  Y/hat  part  has  the  Pill,  promiscuity 
and  the  libertime  and  much  publicised  views  of  the  avant  garde 
soddLogists  and  psychologists  played  in  this  award  to  Venus, 

There  is  a field  here  for  social  research.  In  terms  of  Venereal 
disease  there  is  a high  cost  for  hi^  jinks. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  or  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  period  and  no  deaths  from  this  infection 
were  recorded  either. 

In  spite  of  our  freedom  of  recent  years  this  infection  still 
exacts  its  toll.  As  evidence  of  this  is  the  fact  that  at  the 
Bourne  Hospital  ninety  six  patients  were  either  under  treatment, 
supervision  or  observation  during  the  year.  Of  these  one  was  a 
new  case  and  one  had  a positive  sputum  and  was  therefore  in  an 
infectious  state  at  some  time  during  the  twelve  months. 

The  close  co-operation  between  the  Staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  the  Health  Visitor,  which  has  been  so  valuable  and  so  long 
maintained,  continued  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  and  above 
all  to  the  patient.  In  the  after  care  of  the  patient  v;ith  or  who 
has  had  Tubercle,  the  Housing  Authority  has  a big  part  to  play, 
by  ensuring  that  all  such  patients  are  adequately  and  appropriately 
housed  and  not  left  in  accommodation  detrimental  to  their  health. 

The  visits  of  the  East  Anglian  R, H,B,  ’s  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
were  alv/ays  looked  forward  to  and  well  attended  by  Bourne  people. 

Its  demise  v/as  greatly  regretted  locally.  It  was  hoped  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  have  a visit  from  the  Unit  of  the  Sheffield 
R,H,  B, , but  this  has  now,  a year  later,  been  phased  out  also. 
Arrangements  for  open  sessions  along  the  same  informal  lines  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  Units,  are  available  to  members  of  the  general 
public  at  Lincoln  County,  Nottin^am  and  Leicester  G-eneral  Hospitals, 

These  vd.ll  never  have  the  mass  appeal  of  the  sessions  on 
the  spot. 

The  B,  C,  G,  Vaccination  scheme  for  Senior  School  Children  was 
continued  at  the  Bourne  Grammar  and  Bourne  Secondary  Modern  Schools, 
At  Bourne  Grammar  fifty  eight  were  skin  tested  and  of  these  fifty 
five  being  found  to  have  negative  reactions  were  vaccinated.  Of 
the  three  positive  none  v/ere  deemed  to  require  radiological 
examination.  At  the  Secondary  Modern  seventy  two  were  skin  tested 
and  of  those  sixty  seven  were  negative.  Sixty  four  were  vaccinated, 
three  being  absent  on  the  day.  None  of  the  three  with  positive 
reactions  were  X-Rayed, 

This  response  is  considered  satisfactory  and  is  well  up  to  that 
of  recent  years. 
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SMITi^RY  CIRCUI^ST/iNCES  OF  THE  ARIF. 


The  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  has  the  responsibility 
for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  in  Bourne  and  on  it  the 
town  is  represented  by  one  elected  uenber.  Councillor  L,  Day. 

Within  the  Urban  Boundary  is  one  of  the  main  sources  of  supply  to 
the  v/ater  grid*  The  water  is  obtained  via  a 36"  and  a 13”  bore 
from  the  great  underground  reservoirs  in  the  depths  of  the  Lower 
Oolite  strata  of  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone  Belt,  Consequently 
it  is  of  a very  high  standard  of  bacteriological  purity.  There 
is  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  The  fluoride  content  is 
0,23  which  alas  is  insufficient  to  have  any  protective  effect  on 
childrens  teeth,  the  optimum  figure  for  which  is  one  part  per  million. 
However,  it  is  sufficient  logically  to  silence  anti-fluoridator' s 
protests  that  this  element  is  one  alien  to  naturally  occuring  drinking 
water.  Certainly  it  will  be  a big  advance  in  preventive  dentistry 
when  the  fluoride  content  of  drinking  water  is  brought  up  to  the 
necessary  level.  The  total  hardness  of  357  parts  per  million  may 
appear  a bit  high  to  the  housewife  when  she  is  engaged  in  washing 
clothes  and  dishes  but  at  least  there  is  no  danger  from  it  of 
Plumbo-Solvency,  The  Analyst  summarises  its  qualities  by  stating 
"The  results  of  Chemical  analysis  indicate  this  saxiple  confonns  with 
the  standards  approved  by  the  Y/orld  Health  Organisation  for  drinking 
water  with  regard  to  chemical  content".  Whilst  they  are  v/ell  within 
the  permitted  amoimt  nitrates  are  8,9  parts  per  million  which  ?/ould 
indicate  an  undoubted  increase  over  the  past  ten  years  in  this  figure, 

A typical  Chemical  analysis  of  mains  water  is  given  below: 


ANALYTIC/Ji  RESLH^TS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION  (m^l) 


Appearance:-  Clear  and  Bright 

Colour  , , , 2 (pt-Co  Scale) 

Odour  . , . None 

pH  ,,,  7.2 

Caustic  Alkalinity  ,,.  Nil 

Total  Alkalinity  ,,,  228 

Total  Hardness  .,,  396 

Calcium  Hardness  ,,,  357 

Calcium  ,,,  142 

Magne  si\am  , , , 9.4 

Free  & Saline  iiumonia  (N),,  0,01 

Iron  Fe"^"^,,,  0,01 

Copper  Cu  ,,,  Nil 

Zinc  Zn’*^'*’, ,,  Nil 

Manganese  Mn  .,,  Nil 

Aluminium,  ’^, , , N,  D. 

Chromium  , , , N, D, 

Other  Analyses:  ...  Non  Carbonate 


Free  Chlorine  ,,,  Nil 
Total  Chlorine  ,,,  Nil 
Temperature  . , , 12  C 
Sulphate  SO4  . , . 144 
Chloride  Cl  , . , 30 
Nitrite  N ...  Nil 
Nitrate  N , , , 2.0 
Nitrate  NO3  ...  8, 9 
Fluoride  F . . . 0, 23 
Phosphate  PO4  ...  N,  D. 

Total  Phosphate  PO  . • . N,  D, 

Total  Mineral  noidity  ...  I87 
Free  CO2  ...  30 

Total  Dissolved  Solids  ,,,  336 
Hardness  = I68  ng/l  CaCO^ 


Remarks:  The  above  results  indicate  that  this  sample  conforms  with 
the  standard  approved  by  the  V4H,  0.  1971  International,  and  1970 
European  recommendations  for  Drinking  Water  ;7ith  regard  to  chemical 
content. 
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Since  its  formation,  there  has  been  a warn  spirit  of 
co-operation  between  the  officers  of  the  ’'■/ater  Board  and  this 
Health  Department.  There  has  been  a full  and  frank  exchange 
of  information  at  all  tines.  Illustrative  of  the  happy  state 
of  affairs  is  the  i^nnual  contribution  which  Mr.  N.A,  Eagles, 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Board,  makes  to  these  reports.  On 
this  occasion  he  says:- 

” ^'^Q’ter  Supply  to  the  Bourne  Urban  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1972 

(1  ) The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Bourne  Urban 
District  from  the  source  works  at  Manning  Road  during  the 
year  was  82,117,000  gallons,  a decrease  of  9,108,000  gallons 
(10^  on  the  1971  figure.  The  average  daily  quantity 
supplied  was  224,3^0  gallons  which  represents  a consumption 
of  34.9  gallons  per  head  per  day, 

(2)  Samples  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  were  taken  every  week 
from  the  source  works  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Peterborough. 
All  samples  examined  were  satisfactory. 

(3)  New  mains  laid  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  were 
as  follows 


(4)  V/ork  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Manning  Road  Pumping  Station 
commenced  in  April  1972  and  should  be  completed  tov/ards  the 
end  of  1973.” 


Routine  Chemical  investigations  of  the  water  at  its  source 
and  in  course  of  distribution  has  been  the  responsibility  of 
Mr,  Maxfield,  iinalytical  Chemist  to  the  South  Kesteven  R.  D.  C. , 
whose  services  and  that  of  his  laboratory  are  fully  available  to 
this  Council  as  well,  by  an  inter- Authority  arrangement  between 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  This  has  had  a very,  great  degree  of 
success  as  it  has  allowed  for  the  continual  monitoring  of  all  the 
sources  of  supply  by  someone  who  has  now  become  completely  familiar 
Tfith  their  individual  idiocyncrasies  and  is  therefore  in  a position 
to  spot  any  deviation  from  normal  at  any  particular  source.  Also  it 
allows  any  complaint  about  an  individual  supply  to  be  investigated 
straight  away  and  the  complainant  either  reassurred  or  the  necessary 
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remedial  action  to  be  taken  without  delay.  During  the  year  one 
hundred  and  sixty  nine  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  of  these  v;ere  satisfactory  with  one  exception 
v/hich  was  traced  to  a storage  tank  within  domestic  premises. 

There  are  no  properties  served  ly  stand  pipes  but  there  are 
three  in  the  town  supplied  from  a private  source.  Additionally  there 
are  several  houses  in  the  Fen  area  v/ith  local  supplies  and  a couple 
of  these  gave  rise  to  complaints  of  unpleasant  taste.  A full 
chemical  investigation  showed  this  to  be  due  to  reducing  bacteria 
producing  traces  of  sulphur,  but  from  a potability  criterion  the 
supply  v/as  found  to  be  perfectly  safe  on  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological  grounds. 

The  surprising  facts  from  Mr,  Eagles’  report  is  the  dramatic 
drop  in  the  water  consumption  over  the  year,  and  the  reduction  in 
the  per  capita  amounts  from  38, 9 gallons  per  day  to  34. 9 gallons. 

This  latter  is  very  low  for  an  Urban  Community,  In  so  far  as  these 
figures  reflect  economy  and  the  eradication  of  wastage  they  are  to 
be  applauded  and  they  must  surely  be  due  to  this  as  there  is  no 
evidence  that  Brunnians  bath  less  frequently  than  in  recent  years,’ 
Certainly  this  drop  is  quite  contrary  to  the  general  experience;  with 
demands  on  water  and  yet  more  water  escalating  year  by  year.  This 
even  in  this  richly  endowed  area,  vTith  its  vast  underground  water 
resources,  has  necessitated  the  plan  to  drown  over  3000  acres  of 
fertile  farm  land  near  Empingham  to  meet  future  demands. 

This  will  then  become  the  largest  man  made  lake  in  the  Country 
with  a capacity  to  supply  over  50  million  gallons  a day  and  some  of 
this  will  go  to  our  own  \7ater  Board,  The  waiter  to  replenish  it  will 
have  to  be  pumped  along  eleven  miles  of  pipe  from  the  Rivers  Nene 
and  Welland  and  the  cost  will  be  close  on  £20  million.  In  the  light 
of  these  facts  it  is  all  too  clear  that  water  is  a National  asset 
of  prime  importance  and  must  be  treated  with  economy  and  respect, 
as  Bourne  is  obviously  doing.’ 

At  the  tine  of  writing  it  seems  clear  that  New  Regional  all 
purpose  V/ater  Authorities  are  to  be  set  up  and  take  over  their  new 
duties  in  April  1974.  Into  these  will  be  merged  the  present 
twenty  two  River  Authorities,  one  hundred  and  sixty  V/ater  Undertakings 
and  more  than  twelve  hundred  Sewerage  Authorities,  but  omitting  the 
two  thousand  miles  of  canals  and  rivers  administered  by  the  autonomous 
British  V/aterworks  Board.  There  have  been  strong  arguments  in  favour 
of  having  one  Authority  in  control  of  and  re sponsible  for  water  from 
its  source,  whether  under  or  above  ground,  to  its  point  of  use  and 
subsequently  its  regeneration  until  it  is  returned  once  more  to  join 
a dyke,  stream  or  river.  From  a practical  point  of  view  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  the  present  sewage  disposal  schemes  can  be 
integrated  into  the  new  Authority  by  April  1st  1974.  Maybe  the  time 
will  come  v/hen  industrial  users  of  large  quantities  of  water  will 
have  to  treat  and  recirculate  their  supplies  after  use  and  when 
this  will  be  regarded  as  an  inescapable  cost  of  the  Industry  concerned 
or  at  least  they  will  be  required  to  regenerate  it  to  Royal  Commission 
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Standards  before  they  are  permitted  to  release  it. 

Hardly  surprisin^y  the  Bourne  Sewage  Disposal  Y/orks  has  been 
under  constant  pressure  in  its  efforts  to  deal  v/ith  domestic 
sewage  and  industrial  effluents  draining  to  it.  At  tines  it  has 
shown  evidence  of  the  strains  imposed  upon  it  but  the  valiant 
efforts  by  all  the  staff  concerned  with  its  functioning  have  been 
rewarding.  No  natter  how  good  the  management,  it  cannot  overcome 
for  ever  the  defects  of  a system  chronically  overloaded.  Below 
are  the  final  effluent  figures  on  routine  sampling  taken  during 
the  year  by  the  Officers  of  the  Walland  and  Nene  River  Board; 


Suspended 

Solids 

B.  0.  D. 

iimnonia 

Nitrite 

Nitrate 

15th  May  1972 

30 

20 

5.8 

0.40 

19.5 

31st  August  1972 

25 

15 

5.3 

0.25 

23.0 

21st  September  1972 

28 

16 

10.8 

0,44 

21.0 

l6th  November  1972 

28 

20 

3.6 

0.50 

19.0 

and  surprisingly  good  they  are.* 

Royal  Commission  Standards  are  Suspended  Solids  not  to  exceed 
30  parts  per  million  and  Biological  Oxygen  demand  not  to  exceed  20 
parts  per  million. 

Some  recirculation  v/as  instituted  at  the  works  which  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  strength  on  to  the  filters  and  this  certainly 
helped,  together  with  frequent  desludging  of  the  settlement  tanks, 
/jgainst  this  background  it  can  be  realised  how  eagerly  awaited  is 
the  moment  when  the  plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Disposal 
YYorks  get  off  the  drav/ing  board  on  to  the  ground.  VIhen  complete  the 
extensions  will  provide  for  a projected  thirteen  thousand  population. 
Provision  is  also  being  made  for  the  probable  future  demands  of  the 
Regional  vi'ater  Authority  for  a final  effluent  virhich  will  not  exceed 
fifteen  parts  per  million  of  suspended  solids  and  ten  parts  per 
million  Biological  Oxygen  Demand. 

At  present  there  is  only  one  effluent  Agreement  with  the 
Council.  This  is,  with  a firm  in  the  vegetable  process  sing  and 
quick  freezing  business.  They  carry  out  primary  treatment  on  their 
premises  which  reduces  the  suspended  solids  and  B, 0,D,  to  belov/  the 
agreed  figures.  Even  so  it  makes  for  a further  embarrassment  on  the 
camel's  back. 

Surface  water  drainage  has  for  many  years  been  a problem,  but 
the  full  extent  to  it,  whilst  known  to  the  initiated,  is  only  brought 
home  to  the  public  when  the  system  becomes  surcharged  in  tine  of 
storm. 


21 


With  the  increase  in  building  to  the  westvmrd  of  the  town 
the  adverse  potentialities  of  the  problem  have  been  greatly 
increased  and  make  for  great  concern.  It  is  to  meet  this 
challenge  that  a very  ambitious  scheme  of  surface  water  drainage 
for  this  area  and  connection  to  the  Harrington  Street  water 
course  has  been  designed.  The  cost  will  be  heavy  but  the  cost 
of  not  doing  so  could  be  disastrous.  The  Ijlinistry  concerned 
have  been  fully  acquainted  vvith  the  need  and  the  cure.  At  first 
they  were  reluctant  to  agree,  but  the  Vireight  of  expert  advice 
and  public  concern  has  resulted  in  a change  of  mind  and  at  the 
time  of  this  report  the  necessary  Loan  consent  has  been  made  and 
the  future  for  the  adequate  Drainage  of  the  Tovm  looks  bright, 

Mr,  Michael  Silverwood,  our  Surveyor,  who  has  done  so  much  to 
explore  these  problems  and  has  worked  so  hard  to  find  a solution 
is  better  informed  than  anyone  else  on  the  current  and  future 
situations.  His  comments  are  v/elconed  with  thanks, 

”In  my  report  last  year  I ended  with  a note  of  optimism  in 
view  of  the  fact  two  major  schemes  were  being  planned  and  there 
was  every  hope  that  during  the  year  progress  would  be  made  with 
them,  I refer  of  course  to  the  Harrington  Street  surface  v/ater 
drainage  scheme  and  the  major  extensions  to  the  sewage  works. 

The  reason  for  both  the  schemes  was  the  considerable  development 
which  had  taken  place  during  recent  years  and  the  escalation  of 
residential  development  in  particular,  V/ith  regard  to  surface 
water  drainage,  this  was  an  extremely  serious  matter  owing  to  the 
fact  that  flooding  conditions  had  been  a problem  since  1966,  and 
on  several  occasions  major  flooding  had  occurred  within  the 
built-up  area  of  the  town.  The  continuation  of  development  had 
obviously  created  a situation  which  wuld  have  disastrous  effects 
on  the  town,  if  weather  conditions  approached  anything  like  those 
of  recent  years  when  flooding  in  fact  occurred.  The  acquisition 
of  land  by  developers  on  the  v/e stern  side  of  the  town  had  clearly 
indicated  that  there  would  be  an  ever  increasing  demand  of  drainage 
facilities  in  the  areas  which  were  sensitive  to  flooding.  In 
addition  to  this,  other  development  work  which  was  mentioned  last 
year  was  being  proceededwith.  There  v/as  every  hope  therefore  that 
this  year  would  enable  the  Council  to  go  out  to  Tender  for  this 
work.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  had  proceeded  with  the 
scheme  to  sufficient  extent  that  the  final  scheme  was  submitted  to 
the  Council  in  i'pril  and  approved,  Details  were  then  submitted  to 
the  Department  of  the  Environment,  In  July  difficulties  occurred 
with  the  Department  in  that  it  would  appear  they  considered  that 
the  work  should  be  carried  out  under  the  Land  Drainage  int  rather 
than  the  Public  Health  Act,  it  being  suggested  that  the  provision  of 
this  surface  water  sewer  was  not  in  actual  fact  sev/erage  but  land 
drainage,  A long  debate  ensued  over  this  matter,  v^hich  reached 
stalemate  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  resulted  in  representations 
being  made  to  the  local  Member  of  Parliament  and  a demand  for  a 
meeting  at  the  Department  by  representatives  of  the  Council,  It  was 
hoped  that  this  meeting  would  enable  the  Council's  case  to  be  forcibly 
put,  and  that  there  ViTould  be  hope  that  an  early  start  in  1973  would  be 
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made  at  long  last  to  the  scheme.  Unfortunately  as  is  inevitable 
in  such  matters,  the  hold  up  of  such  v/ork  does  have  an  affect  on 
many  other  aspects  of  the  Council's  programme  and  indeed  other 
developments  which  the  town  must  have  to  progress  and  improve  its 
facilities. 

In  my  last  Report  I went  to  some  detail  in  explaining  the 
difficulties  which  would  be  experienced  at  the  Sewage  'i7orks.  For 
some  time  it  had  been  quite  evident  that  the  capacity  of  the 
Sev/age  Works  was  being  severely  strained  and  the  tremendous  develop- 
ment in  the  town  had  increased  the  strength  and  volume  of  the 
sewage  to  such  proportions  that  any  violent  increase  of  volume 
created  somewhat  dangerous  conditions.  The  town's  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  is  at  the  present  time  an  extremely  sensitive  installation 
and  it  has  been  extremely  difficult  in  spite  of  considerable  efforts 
and  experiments  to  maintain  the  standard  of  effluent  which  is 
required  by  the  River  i\uthority.  This  year  for  the  first  time, 
indicated  an  out-flow  of  effluent  which  was  not  only  on  the  border 
line  of  standard,  but  at  certain  times  belo\7  the  Royal  Commission 
Standard  which  is  required  by  the  River  Authority. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  question  of  the  disposal  of 
trade  effluent  had  created  additional  problems  at  the  V/orks  during 
1971,  t>ut  this  year  the  situation  had  steadied,  although  the 
treatment  of  this  effluent  will  also  be  an  additional  burden  at  the 
Works,  During  the  year,  effluent  discharged  into  the  works  did 
maintain  fortunately,  an  even  load,  vdth  very  little  fluctuation 
in  strength. 

The  work  of  preparing  the  extensions  to  the  Sewage  V/orks  made 
progress  and  in  October,  the  Council  agreed  to  include  in  the  scheme, 
the  provision  of  sludge  de-watering  equipment.  An  interesting 
demonstration  had  been  seen  by  members  of  the  Committee  in  September, 
of  a system  of  sludge  de-watering  and  considerable  technical  data 
had  been  obtained  with  the  help  of  lir,  Maxfield  on  its  capabilities. 
Following  this,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed 
to  proceed  with  the  scheme  and  they  had  arranged  for  the  final 
presentation  of  the  full  scheme  to  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  in 
January  1973. 

Once  again  of  all  the  progressive  steps  which  the  Committee 
have  taken  since  I was  appointed  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  to  the  Council 
from  a technical  point  of  view,  is  the  help  derived  by  the  department 
from  their  Chemist,  Mr,  Maxfield,  with  his  laboratory  facilities. 

At  no  time  am  I in  doubt  as  to  the  precise  state  of  the  Sewage  7/orks, 
not  only  from  the  effluent  it  is  discharging,  and  strength  of  the  raw 
sewage  entering  the  works  but  during  its  course  through  works. 

For  obvious  reasons  this  has  proved  a tremendous  boon  in  endeavouring 
as  far  as  possible  to  the  control  and  indeed  improvement  if  possible. 
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the  over  strained  resources  and  capabilities  of  the  works.  If 
anything  of  a serious  nature  occurs,  it  is  not  only  known  within 
a short  tine,  but  more  important,  details  of  any  trouble  or 
unusual  occurrences  at  the  works,  during  the  purification  process 
is  reported  on  innediately.  One  cannot  praise  too  highly  the 
help  which  is  derived  from  Mr.  Maxfield. 

In  ny  concluding  paragraph  last  year,  I had  T/arned  that 
before  the  new  extensions  cane  into  operation,  a careful  vigil 
would  have  to  be  kept  on  the  works.  Even  if  the  T/ork  is 
commenced  in  1973,  there  is  no  hope  unfortunately  that  the 
benefit  of  any  major  extensions  will  be  derived  until  at  least 
two  years.  This  does  mean  consequently  that  the  efforts  of  the 
department  and  staff  of  the  works  will  increase  as  tine  goes  on. 
Nevertheless,  the  Public  Health  Committee  can  at  least  have  the 
feeling  that  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  as  far  as  they 
possibly  could  have  gene  to  protect  the  town  and  more  important 
ensure  that  its  future  is  provided  for  and  in  view  of  the 
imminence  of  the  two  schemes  now,  after  a long  and  difficult 
uphill  fight,  they  can  at  least  derive  the  satisfaction  from 
seeing  these  tv/o  major  schemes  reach  fruition  in  the  near  futiire," 


Ifr,  Maxfield,  i^nalytical  Chemist  to  the  South  Ifesteven  R,  D.  C, 
shares  his  service  v^ith  the  Bourne  U,  D,  C.  by  agreement  between  the 
two  Authorities,  His  regular  chemical  analyses  of  the  sewage 
passing  through  the  v/orks,  taken  at  the  various  stages  of  its 
progress  are  invaluable  in  trouble  shooting  and  in  association 
with  Mr,  SilveriTood  in  endeavouring  to  extract  the  last  ounce  of 
achievement  from  the  v/orks,  Septicity  and  malodour  have  occurred 
occasionally  in  the  main  from  ^ke.  This  is  an  almost  inescapable 
phenomenon  v^rhere  there  are  very  long  sewer  lines  with  relatively 
little  volume  of  sewage.  It  has  been  found,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Thurlby  and  Morton  mains  ?;hich  discharge  to  the  Bourne  system,  that 
chlorination  has  effected  a cure.  The  imminence  of  this  being 
installed  on  the  Lyke  line  v/as  hailed  in  last  years  report,  but  a 
series  of  hold  ups  has  meant  that  it  has  not  yet  taken  place. 

The  general  public  have  become  increasingly  aware  of  and 
touchy  about  the  pollution  of  their  environment.  It  was  in  this 
context  that  complaints  were  made  again  this  year  about  malodour. 

Of  all  pollutions  this  is  the  most  difficult  one  to  assess  as  its 
effects  are  so  dependent  on  the  susceptibilities  of  individuals, 
bhat  is  quite  unacceptable  to  one  is  tolerable  to  others. 
Classification  and  identification  of  odours  are  hampered  by  the 
relative  insensitivity  of  laboratory  instruments  compared  to  the 
human  nose.  Furthermore  what  is  acceptable  in  a rural  community 
is  not  so  easily  so  in  an  Urban  one  when  Country  comes  to  Town. 

The  Council  found  themselves  again  called  upon  to  adjudicate  between 
the  rights  of  individuals  who  alleged  environmental  nuisance  and 
those  who  \iere  alle  ged  to  be  creating  it.  Much  expert  opinion  was 
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sought  and  much  effort  was .expended  to  obtain  a solution  and  it  is  nost 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  problem  Virill  be  satisfactorily  resolved, 

A balance  has  to  be  maintained  between  business  which  gives 
employment  and  produces  an  end  product  of  undeniable  benefit  to 
the  Community  and  the  rights  of  other  citizens  who  feel  aggrieved 
thereby.  The  wisdom  of  Solomon  v/ould  scarcely  be  enough  at  such 
tines. 

The  Chemist  has  carried  out  regular  estimates  of  the  quality 
of  Industrial  effluents  and  again  the  extreme  value  of  having  a 
modern  laboratory  for  an  on  the  spot  monitoring  of  these  has  been 
amply  demonstrated.  In  addition  to  the  work  on  vTater,  sewage  and 
effluents,  llr,  Maxfield  also  maintained  a viatchful  eye  on  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  water  from  the  Council's  sv/imming  pool. 

However,  let  Mr,  Maxfield  now  speak  for  himself, 

’’The  provision  of  completely  new  Laboratory  facilities  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  was  probably  the  most  essential  factor  in 
keeping  pace  with  the  ever  increasing  problem  of  Pollution  Control, 

The  former  Laboratory,  quite  adequate  for  its  original  function, 
became  totally  inadequate  as  the  scope  of  analytical  requirements 
rapidly  expanded,  I would  at  this  stage  express  my  gratitude, 
not  only  to  those  who  gave  their  blessing  to  the  improvements,  but 
also  those  who  produced  a Laboratory  from  what  I can  only  describe 
as  a Builders  nightmare. 

During  the  review  period  the  National  Press  &.  Television  have 
had  a field-day  with  the  often  alarmist  attitude  endowed  on  the 
Pollution  of  the  Environment,  In  view  of  this  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  general  public  have  reacted  as  they  have,  namely  to  ensure 
that  they  are  not  being  subjected  to  toxic  pollution  of  the  air, 
water  and  food  they  consume.  It  has  been  in  the  field  of  ii/ater 
Pollution  that  this  Laboratory  has  been  most  active.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  for  some  considerable  time  water  supplies,  both  private 
and  public  have  received  our  continuing  surveillance.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  note  that  of  all  the  many  samples  of  drinking  water 
analysed,  not  one  was  found  to  contain  any  toxic  metals  such  as 
Lead,  Cadmium,  Mercury,  etc.  There  have  been  some  samples  which 
have  been  found  to  contain  small  amounts  of  Copper  and  Zinc, 

However,  in  most  cases  the  cause  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  due 
to  the  method  of  ’Plumbing'  the  domestic  system  or  small  faults 
in  the  electrical  earthing.  In  the  latter  instance,  although  the 
system  can  be  proved  to  be  within  the  standards  required  by  the 
I.E.E. , subsequent  removal  of  earthing  from  the  water  main  and  the 
installation  of  earth  leakage  trips  has  cured  many  problems 
associated  with  'pick  up’  in  the  domestic  plumbing.  Copper  and 
Zinc  in  the  quantities  found  are  not  detrimental  to  health  but  are 
considered  to  be  a nuisance  factor  in  that  they  cause  staining  of 
plumbing  fittings  and  occasionally  impart  a bitter  taste  to  the 
water,  A quick  look  at  the  composition  of  most  ’Tonic’  preparations 
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show  that  many  metals  such  as  Copper  etc.,  are  a necessary 
requirement  in  the  Human  Metabolism.  One  final  word  on  this 
much  ’harped  on'  subject  would  be  to  assure  consumers  of  the 
Public  Water  Supply  that  the  Y/ater  Board  provide  a pure  and 
wholesome  commodity,  as  is  their  responsibility.  Once  the 
water  has  left  the  mains  and  enters  the  household  system  the 
consumer  can  take  a few  simple  precautions  to  ensure  that 
inadvertant  contamination  does  not  take  place,  e.  g.  Do  not 
use  the  hot  water  supply  for  preparing  tea,  etc. , I would  suggest 
that  those  who  do  should  examine  the  feed  tank  and  this  would  be 
a sufficient  deterrent.  ?/hen  using  the  cold  water  supply  for  the 
first  time  in  the  morning  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone  by  running 
off  the  water  that  has  been  in  the  pipework  and  \diilst  doing  this 
take  the  opportunity  of  washing  out  the  kettle.  V/here  a domestic 
Y/ater  Softener  is  used,  ensure  that  a supply  of  unsoftened  cold 
water  is  available  for  potable  use.  This  supply  should,  as  with 
all  cold  water  supplies,  be  as  near  to  the  internal  stop-cock  as 
possible.  No  doubt  it  may  be  argued  that  softened  v;ater  makes 
an  excellent  cup  of  tea  but  the  same  effect  can  be  obtained  by 
adding  a pinch  of  Sodium  Bicarbonate  to  the  tea  pot.  The  point 
in  this  procedure  is  that  the  cold  water  supply  is  sterile  whilst 
the  salt  solution  and  the  active  resin  in  the  softener  cannot  be 
guaranteed  to  be  so,  DTiere  v/ater  undertakings  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  soften  water  by  this  process,  stringent  precautions 
are  taken  to  ensure  the  sterility  of  all  materials  used.  This  is 
followed  by  Chlorination  of  the  resulting  water.  One  other  aspect 
in  which  it  may  be  unwise  to  drink  quantities  of  softened  water  is 
where  the  consumer  is  on  a low  salt  or  salt-free  diet,  in  this  case 
the  medical  practitbners  advice  should  be  sought,  ./nother  major 
pollution  control  process,  in  v;hich  the  laboratory  is  very  much 
involved,  is  the  monitoring  of  the  various  stages  of  Sewage 
Treatment  and  Disposal,  Apart  from  ensuring  that  the  samples  of 
Final  Effluent  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  River  Authority 
it  is  also  vitally  important  to  Icnow  the  strength  and  treatability 
of  the  sewage  received  for  treatment.  One  of  the  parameters  used 
to  measure  the  strength  of  sewage  is  the  Biochemical  Ojcygen 
Demand  (B,  0,  D, ),  This  technique  was  devised  at  the  turn  of 
century  and  has  received  the  care  and  attention  of  all  those 
involved  in  the  sewage  treatment  field  unfamiliar  with  its  many 
difficulties  and  the  dozen  or  so  variables  that  can  lead  to  a 
completely  false  result.  As  far  as  the  use  of  the  B, 0. D.  test  in 
the  detection  of  sudden  changes  in  the  quality  of  the  Final 
Effluent,  or  influx  of  unusual  sewage,  it  is  completely  valueless 
since  it  requires  an  incubation  period  of  five  days  to  obtain 
the  results.  The  laboratory  now  uses  a test,  the  results  of 
which  are  obtainable  in  approximately  three  hours.  This  test,  the 
Chemical  Oxygen  Demand  (C.O.  D, ),  has  proved  its  value  on  several 
occasions.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Netherlands  have 
adopted  the  C,  0.  D,  test  to  replace  the  B,  0.  D,  not  only  for  routine 
control  but  also  for  the  assessment  of  Trade  Y/a»te  Charges,  Let 
us  hope  that  we  do  not  have  to  wait  until  the  end  of  the  Tvventieth 
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Century  before  this  country  discards  its  quaint  links  With  the 
past  and  concentrates  on  those  techniques  in  which  it  leads  the 
v/orld. 

Unfortunately,  even  with  all  the  modern  techniques  available 
there  comes  a time  when  all  efforts  to  wring  the  last  ounce  (sorry. 
Gram)  of  capacity  from  an  overloaded  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  has 
been  exhausted.  This  is  the  position  now  with  regard  to  the 
Bourne  U, D.  C,  Plant,  and  it  is  v;ith  some  relief  that  the  much 
needed  extensions  are  in  sight.  One  of  the  proposed  features  of 
the  new  extensions  is  the  adoption  of  mechanical  sludge  dewatering, 
the  plant  demonstrated  is  quite  remarkable  in  its  operation. 

Sludge  disposal  is  of  vital  importance  in  the  efficient  control 
of  sewage  treatment  and  in  the  past  has  been  regarded  by  many  as 
just  a necessary  evil.  To  see  a liquid  objectionable  sludge  emerge 
from  a dewatering  plant  as  a solid  innocuous  mass,  irrespective  of 
weather  conditions,  is  a very  forward-looking  and  satisfying  state 
of  affairs. 

As  already  stated  earlier  the  present  treatment  plant  cannot 
be  relied  upon  to  produce  a satisfactory  final  effluent  and  there 
is  bound  to  be  some  concern  as  to  the  quality  of  the  effluent  by 
the  time  the  new  extensions  are  completed.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  the  laboratory  has  been  able  to  assist  the  Council’s  Consultants 
in  various  aspects  involved  in  the  new  plant  and  it  is  hoped  that 
co-operation  in  this  way  will  continue  in  the  future  to  the  benefit 
of  all  concerned. 

Recent  work  in  the  laboratory  has  shorni  that  treatment  of  sewage 
at  pumping  stations  can  have  a multiple  effect  in  that  septicity 
coagulation  and  the  production  of  a much  weaker  liquor  for  biological 
treatment  is  achievable.  Since  work  on  this  aspect  has  not  been 
fully  studied  and  appears  to  be  applicable  only  in  areas  which  the 
water  supply  is  very  hard,  details  of  the  treatment  are  not  included 
here.  However  if  the  final  results  prove  to  be  successful  a full 
report  will  be  presented  for  further  evaluation. 

At  the  time  of  vjriting  this  report  the  future  of  the  laboratory 
in  connection  with  Local  Government  Re-organisation  and  the  Regional 
Water  Authorities  is  not  known.  No  doubt  as  the  Water  Bill  grinds 
its  way  through  the  normal  processes  of  legislation  a decision  will 
eventually  be  made.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  interval  the  problem 
of  water  pollution  does  not  suffer  as  a result  of  protracted 
negotiations  on  a subject  which  is  intended  to  bring  greater  control 
and  efficiency  to  this  very  problem. 

The  laboratory  has  been  involved  in  various  other  aspects  of 
anal3rtical  work  and  in  all  instances  the  Officers  of  the  Council  have 
been  most  co-operative  and  helpful,  and  in  this  respect  I am  extremely 
grateful.  As  Assistant  Chemist  Miss  J,  Atkin  has  continued  to  be  a 
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very  conajientiotis  and  precise  vrorker,  al^Tays  willing  to 
cheerfully  carry  out  analyses  no  matter  how  tedious  they  may 
be. 


I must  thank  Dr,  Ellis  Smith  for  all  the  advice  he  has 
given  in  many  instances  in  v/hich  medical  circumstances  have 
been  involved.  It  is  very  re-assuring  to  be  able  to  turn  to 
someone  of  the  Dr.'s  experience  when  dealing  in  analytical  work 
involving  the  health  of  the  public." 


The  Council  provide  Public  Conveniences  at  the  Recreation 
Ground  and  in  South  Street, 

The  Swimming  Baths  in  their  very  beautiful  setting  in  the 
Abbey  Lawns  have  been  as  popular  as  ever  and  have  had  a successful 
year.  The  gas  fired  heating  system  has  been  very  efficient.  The 
redesign  of  the  baths  themselves  are  a credit  to  the  Tov/n  and  have 
been  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  residents,  and  those  from  a v/ide  area 
around,  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  health  promoting  exercise  of  swimming 
without  goose  pimples.  Every  encouragement  has  been  given  to  those 
who  cannot  swim  to  learn  to  do  so  and  the  response  was  good.  There 
are  now  many  more  than  a year  ago  v/ho  in  the  event  of  an  aquatic 
accident  could  save  themselves  and  possibly  the  life  of  someone  else 
in  difficulty.  The  next  thing  to  be  tackled  is  perhaps  the  changing 
room  facilities,  for  no  matter  how  good  the  progress  there  is  always 
something  else  requiring  attention. 

Regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  e stimat ions  v/ere  carried 
out  throughout  the  season  and  these  remained  very  good  during  the 
whole  period,  which  speaks  v/ell  for  the  efficiency  of  the  newly  over- 
hauled filtration  and  chlorination  systems. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  Bourne  Grammar  School  bath, 
by  the  County  Health  Inspector  and  were  pronounced  satisfactory, 

A weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  from  the  curbside  to  the 
housedoor  is  provided.  With  the  ever  increasing  donands  for  tinned 
foods,  precooked  foods  and  polythene  wrapped  articles  together  v;ith 
the  ubiquitous  practice  of  including  practically  every  type  of 
manufactured  goods  in  polystyrene  and  similar  containers,  the  contents 
of  the  trash  bin  becomes  ever  bulkier.  This  in  turn  means  increased 
loads  for  the  refuse  freighters.  \/hereas  10  years  ago  cubic  yards 
capacity  freighters  were  deemed  adequate  now  50  cubic  yards  have 
replaced  them,  with  the  bonus  of  automatic  compression  to  prevent  a 
load  of  air  being  transported  to  the  tip.  Bulk  not  weight  is  the 
current  problem.  The  days  when  a high  proportion  of  the  waste  could 
be  burnt  on  the  domestic  fire  have  gone  forever. 

The  collectors  on  whom  the  service  ultimately  depends  for  its 
success  and  indeed  its  very  life  do  a vronderful  job  with  cheerful 
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efficiency  and  in  all  weathers.  They  should  be  given  every 
assistance  by  ensuring  that  only  standard  bins  are  used  at  all 
times. 

Collection  of  trade  waste  is  offered  to  owners  of  businesses 
at  very  attractive  rates,  which  vary  from  12^p  for  small  loads  up 
to  22-^p  for  the  larger.  Forty  one  took  advantage  of  the  service. 

The  demands  on  the  Collection  Service  in  general  have  gone  up 
rapidly  with  the  expansion  of  the  Town  and  they  will  have  to  be 
augnented  to  meet  the  population  increase. 

Paper  and  cardboard  are  salvaged  and  during  the  year  a total 
of  65  tonnes  691  kgm  v/as  collected  and  £335.74  received  for  it. 

This  left  a net  deficit  for  the  year  in  expenses  over  receipts  of 
£169. 30.  The  equivalent  figure  for  1971  was  59  tonnes  875  kgm 
collected  and  £381,90  received  for  it  with  a net  deficit  of  £140,21. 

This  should  not  be  the  cause  for  undue  regret,  as  there  is  the  great 
buried  asset  of  keeping  so  much  combustible  material  off  the  tip  and 
of  not  adding  unnecessarily  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  face 
tidy.  Bourne  is  lucky  in  having  a readily  accessible  tip  at  the  site 
of  the  former  railway  cutting  and  this  should  last  for  quite  a few 
years.  Sooner,  rather  than  later,  however,  thought  will  have  to  be 
given  to  the  erection  of  a central  destructor  plant.  This  would  have 
many  advantages.  Facilities  for  tipping  are  rapidly  diminishing  as 
permissible  sites  are  used  up.  At  best  refuse  tipping  is  unsightly. 
Finally,  as  referred  to  already  there  is  so  much  in  domestic  refuse 
now,  and  this  will  undoubtedly  increase,  which  will  not  rot  away  in 
the  earth  and  can  only  be  disposed  of  safely  and  completely  by 
incineration  at  high  temperatures. 

Tipping  of  unwanted  articles  and  rubbish  outside  the  province  of 
the  Collection  Service  is  permitted  by  prior  arrangement  with  the 
Surveyor  and  a small  fee  is  charged.  In  spite  of  this,  illicit  dumping 
has  occurred  by  the  verges,  and  elsewhere.  This  is  most  reprehensible. 

Since  an  attendant  was  appointed  to  ensure  good  tip  discipline  and 
to  control  those  who  make  use  of  this  priviledge  there  has  been  a great 
improvement.  No  longer  are  loads  of  rubbish  deposited  at  the  nearest 
point,  requiring  further  movement  and  labour  costs. 

No  cases  of  domestic  infestation  V7ith  fleas  of  bedbugs  were 
reported.  It  is  regrettable  at  a time  when  all  the  provisions  for  good 
personal  hygiene  stand  at  an  all  time  high  level  that  there  should  still 
be  individual  cases  of  head  louse  infestation,  lidiilst  the  numbers 
affected  may  not  be  great  there  should  be  none. 

In  this  as  in  so  many  other  facets  of  health  and  hygiene 
prevention  is  better  than  cure  and  the  wily  louse  has  now  become  D. D. T. 
resistant.  No  cases  of  Scabies  were  reported.  In  spite  of  the  mild 
Autumn  and  V/inter  favouring  an  increase  in  the  rat  population  this  did 
not  occur  thanks  to  the  efficient  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  in  his 
general  rodent  control  measures, 
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After  many  years  cf  being  the  winners  or  manners  up  in  the 
Lincolnshire  Best  Kept  Small  Town  Competition  for  the  second  year 
running  Bourne  was  unplaced.  In  each  of  these  two  years  the  cause 
of  this  fall  from  a prized  position  has  been  due  in  the  main  to  the 
litter  situation.  This  To^vn  has  many  environmental  attractions 
denied  to  its  competitors.  Such  are  the  vTell  Head  Fields  with  the 
flowing  grace  of  the  willows,  the  Abbey  Lawns  with  its  well  tended 
grass,  roses  and t rees  and  the  waterways  which  can  look  so  attractive 
and  could  be  a focal  point  of  the  South  Street  Scene.  With  these 
natural  advantages  it  is  deplorable  that  the  litter  lout  should  be 
permitted  to  debase  them  by  sullying  the  fair  face  of  the  town  with 
his  unwelcome  droppings  large  and  small.  Tins  and  cartons,  unaesthetic 
at  any  time,  are  much  more  so  in  the  waterways.  There  are  now  sub- 
stantial penalties  for  those  who  drop  litter  in  public  places  but  like 
vandalism  no  one  ever  sees  the  culprits. 

Civic  pride  must  be  fostered  and  maintained  as  being  symptomatic 
of  Civic  health. 

Inevitably  complaints  are  lodged  with  the  Health  Department 
alleging  nuisance.  Most  of  them  on  investigation  leave  no  case  to 
answer,  for  the  proof  of  a Statutory  Nuisance  is  never  an  easy  matter, 
depending  on  the  establishment  in  most  instances  of  a definite  health 
hazard  resulting  therefrom.  Particularly  difficult  are  those  dependant 
upon  subjective  reactions.  Malodour  has  already  been  mentioned  and 
allegations  of  noise  nuisance  are  equally  difficult  as  there  are  no 
legally  enforceable  standards,  A noise  acceptable  by  day  is  very 
different  by  night  and  its  cycle  frequency  can  often  be  more  important 
than  its  intensity.  Goodwill  is  usually  the  catalyst  which  solves  the 
difficulty  between  those  concerned. 
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INSFECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  two  slaughterhouses  continued  to  provide  an  excellent 
service  to  Bourne  and  a large  surroionding  area,  including  Stamford, 

A hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  maintained.  There  will 
soon  only  he  one,  as  the  owners  of  the  KLondyke  have  not  applied  for 
the  renewal  of  their  licence. 

The  Knackers  Yard  situated  at  the  Slipe,  South  Pen,  will  continue 
to  function  and  to  deal  v/ith  casualty  animals.  No  meat  from  there 
will  of  course  be  used  for  human  consumption. 

The  surveillance  of  all  food  premises  has  been  continued  to 
ensure  that  the  Codes  of  Practice  established  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  are  fully  understood  by  the  members  of  the  staff  and 
are  implemented.  This  provides  an  excellent  opportxxnity  for  Health 
Education  in  all  aspects  of  food  handling  and  display  and  it  also 
allows  any  breach  in  the  chain  of  hygiene  from  retailer  to  consumer 
to  be  corrected, 

Mr,  J,  Blanchfield  is  fully  upholding  the  standard  set  in  this 
respect  by  his  immediate  predecessor  and  to  have  obtained  the  full 
co-operation  of  the  owners  of  food  premises  in  Bourne,  whose 
purchasing  public  are  well  known  to  be  fastidious  in  their  choice 
of  good  food  and  will  accept  no  second  best. 

The  Thursday  market  brings  a gay  and  bustling  street  scene  to 
Bourne  and  has  been  a feature  of  the  town  for  centuries.  Any 
question  of  terminating  or  moving  it  raises  strong  controversy. 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that  any  business  which  involves  the 
sale  of  food  for  immediate  consumption  is  ill  suited  to  open  air 
conditions  and  the  attention  of  winged  visitors,  whose  eating  habits 
are  intolerable  and  whose  feet  are  germ  laden.  It  was  a pity  that 
the  covered  market  idea  which  would  have  been  an  admirable  compromise, 
and  given  protection  against  the  weather  as  a bonus,  did  not 
materialise. 

Milk  holds  a unique  position  in  the  diet  of  the  young,  the 
old  and  the  convalescent  and  so  it  is  essential  that  every  effort 
is  made  to  keep  it  free  from  infection  or  contamination  in  any  v;ay. 

In  the  raw  state  it  can  carry,  amongst  other  bacteria,  the  brucella 
organism  ivhich  causes  contageous  abortion  in  cattle  and  undulant  fever 
in  man.  The  risk  of  contacting  this  most  unpleasant  illness,  which 
runs  a long  and  incapacitating  course  can  be  obviated  by  ensuring 
that  all  milk  or  cream  consumed  has  been  pasteurised  or  sterilized. 

Only  a heat  treated  milk  is  a safe  one.  All  milk  supplies  in  Bourne 
are  heat  treated  but  many  consume  milk  whilst  on  holiday  or  away  from  home 
and  it  is  then  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  sure. 
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The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  took  nine  samples  of  milk 
in  Bourne  and  alJL  wero  -rounfl  to  be  satls-faotorlly  pasteurised  and 
safe. 

I am  most  grateful  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Hartley,  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer,  for  his  observations  on  the  State  of  the 
Brucellosis  eradication  scheme  in  this  County,  for  it  is  the  great 
hope  that  this  disease  of  man  and  cow  can  be  stamped  out  as 
Tuberculosis  has  been,  through  the  medium  of  milk. 

"129  d.airy  herds  are  accredited  (ll  producers  - retailers)  and 
12  are  undergoing  qualifying  tests.  The  figures  for  beef  herds  are 
84.  and  34  respectively.  These  figures  reflect  a steady  improvement 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  see  that  over  70  per  cent  of  the  dairy  herds 
are  in  the  scheme". 

Another  form  of  contamination  which  can  occur  is  with  anti- 
biotics which  have  been  used  in  the  treatment  of  mastitis  in  cows. 
Though  dairy  farmers  know  that  milk  from  such  a cow  should  not  be 
sold  until  a minimum  of  48  hours  after  treatment  has  ceased  and 
thou^  there  are  price  penalties  if  it  is  discovered  it„  still  does 
occur  occasionally. 

In  a series  of  4219  samples  taken  at  one  large  dairy,  which 
is  involved  in  our  milk  supplies,  24  showed  appreciable  antibiotic 
residues.  Neither  pasteurisation  nor  any  other  subsequent  treatment 
will  remove  these  traces. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  pesticidal  residues  during  the 
period. 

Other  comments  on  the  veterinary  scene  which  are  interesting 
to  us  all  are  made  by  ISr,  J.  Hartley  as  follows 

"Tuberculosis  Order  1964 

There  were  935  attested  herds  in  Kesteven  (l82  dairy  and 
753  beef)  showing  a drop  of  94  herds  over  the  year.  Thirteen  dairy 
herds  are  producer  retailers.  Biennial  tests  are  still  carried  out 
and  no  reactors  were  disclosed  in  1972. 

Anthrax 

There  were  two  positive  cases. 

Powl  Pest 

Thirteen  positive  cases  as  compared  with  IO8  in  1971. 
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Swine  Vesicxilar  Disease 


This  disease  was  diagnosed  for  the  first  time  in  Britain 
in  December,  The  outbreak  spread  through  the  West  Midlands,  As 
the  disease  was  connected  with  feeding  of  waste  foods  an  intensive 
campaign  was  instituted  throughout  Kesteven  to  educate  all  swill 
feeders  of  the  danger  in  the  use  of  waste  foods,” 

We  have  grown  accustomed  to  the  phenomenon  of  more  and  yet 
more  additives  to  our  food  allegedly  for  our  benefit.  One  of  the 
more  recent  instances  of  this  hov/ever  is  the  practice  of  adding 
poljrphosphates  to  food  materials  to  improve  their  colour  retention. 
They  are  also  alleged  to  tenderise  meat  and  to  reduce  splashing 
when  the  morning  bacon  rasher  is  in  the  pan.  It  is  novj  quite  common 
practice  to  inject  a 4?^  polyphosphate  solution  into  the  carcases  of 
boiler  chickens  to  give  a 6%  increase  in  body  weight.  The  reason 
given  for  this  is  that  water  and  fat  retention  are  increased, 
resulting  in  the  flesh  being  less  dry  on  carving  and  the  flavour 
is  improved  also. 

From  the  producer's  point  of  view  there  is  a better  dead  weight 
advantage,  due  to  dilution  by  water.' 

Pood  technologists  assure  us  that  there  is  no  health  hazard 
from  these  practices  but  surely  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
chickens  which  have  been  so  treated  should  be  clearly  marked 
enabling  the  customer  to  choose  their  bird''au  naturel”  or  embellished 

Frozen  poultry  is  an  established  item  in  the  dietary  of  many. 

It  is  therefore  well  to  stress  the  great  importance  of  allowing  it 
to  thaw  out  completely  before  it  is  put  in  the  oven.  If  this  is  not 
done  there  is  an  element  of  risk  that  the  internal  temperature  of 
the  bird  during  the  cooking  may  not  reach  that  required  for  complete 
sterilisation.  Failure  to  do  so  could  lead  to  food  poisoning  and 
unpleasant  symptoms  from  it. 

Over  many  years  we  have  grown  accustomed  to  the  contributions 
made  to  this  report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  County,  Whilst  your  Health  Department  are 
primarily  concerned  with  the  detection  of  unsound  food  in  the  broadest 
connotation  of  the  term,  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  deal 
with  the  nature,  substance  and  quality  of  our  food,  and  the  enforce- 
ment side  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  legislation,  I/e  are  most  grateful 
that  Mr;  Cooper  has  again  given  a resumfe  of  his  work  on  our  behalf 
and  tender  him  true  thanks  for  his  co-operation. 
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"The  work  of  ny  Depoi'tioeji c the  ITood  and  Di'ugs  >>ct  1955 

has  continued  as  usual  with  regard  to  the  composition,  labelling, 
advertising,  nature,  substance  and  quality  of  food  in  South 
Kesteven,  In  Kesteven  446  samples  of  good  were  taken  and  of  these 
nineteen  were  in  Bourne  as  follows: 


Bread  and  Flour 
Butter  Products 
Confectionery 
Cream 

Fish  Products 
Ice  Cream 
Meat  Products 
Milk 

Milk  Products 
Pepper 
Preserves 
Sausages 


3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 


A complaint  was  received  concerning  a bread  roll  which 
contained  foreign  matter  which  resembled  rodent  droppings,  but 
were  in  fact  small  pieces  of  skin  of  a vine  fruit,  possibly  a 
contamination  from  previous  use  of  machinery. 

Two  flies  in  a sliced  loaf  had  not  been  cooked  in  the  bread 
and  were  shown  to  have  entered  the  loaf  after  slicing.  It  was 
thought  to  be  unlikely  that  the  objects  had  entered  the  loaf 
accidentally,  and  it  was  suggested  that  they  might  have  been  intro- 
duced maliciously.  In  the  circumstances  the  producers  received  a 
vifarning. 

The  arrangement  whereby  complaints  of  this  nature  are  referred 
to  my  Department  for  action  has  worked  satisfactorily  and  has 
resulted  in  prompt  and  effective  action  being  taken  in  a number  of 
cases.  During  the  year  there  was  marked  increase,  throughout 
Kesteven,  in  the  number  of  cases  of  mouldy  food  vidiich  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  my  Department,  and  bad  stock  rotation  was  to  blame 
in  most  cases.  Another  contributing  factor  has  been  poor  communi- 
cation between  producer,  retailer  and  purchaser,  and  this  emphasises 
the  need  for  some  form  of  marking  which  would  be  intelligible  to  both 
retailer  and  shopper.  Arguments  for  such  a system,  VThich  have  been 
put  for  some  time,  have  received  prominence  lately  and  I welcome  the 
news  that  the  G-overnment  has  accepted  the  advice  of  the  Food  Standards 
Committee  in  favour  of  a system  of  open  date  marking. 

Another  matter  which  has  received  some  publicity  lately  is  the 
technique  of  injecting  chicken  carcases  with  aqueous  polyphosphate 
solutions.  This  practice  has  been  the  subject  of  scrutiny  under  the 
various  aspects  of  consumer  protection,  and  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  Labelling  of  Food  Regulations  1970  which  require  that  no 
person  shall  sell  by  retail  any  prepacked  food  unless  it  bears  a name 


34 


or  description  v/hich  will  indicate  to  an  intending  purchaser  the 
true  nature  of  the  food  and  any  ingredient,  providing  that  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  to  state  that  a food  contains  water.  Thus, 
a chicken  carcase  which  has  been  treated  in  this  way  should  bear  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  it  has  been  so  treated. 

The  Public  Analyst  for  Kesteven  has  said  that  the  injection 
of  a four  per  cent  solution  at  about  six  per  cent  of  the  carcase 
weight  causes  the  flesh  to  stay  moister,  more  succulent  in  cooking, 
has  more  flavour  and  be  easier  to  carve.  He  estimates  that  the  cost 
to  be  under  4p.  on  a 41b.  bird,  and  against  this  the  shopper  must 
weigh  the  possible  advantage  of  a better  cooked  product. 

As  the  use  of  such  additives  is  not  forbidden  it  is  essential 
that  purchasers  are  properly  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  their 
purchases,  and  to  this  end  samples  have  been  sent  for  analysis  in 
order  to  ensure  that  these  goods  are  properly  marked,  enabling  a 
shopper  to  make  a properly  informed  choice.” 
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HOUSIN& 


Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December  1972  633 

Number  of  Council  Houses  built  during  the  year 

ended  31st  December  1972  Nil 

Number  of  Council  Houses  in  course  of  construction 

at  31st  December  1972  Nil 

Number  of  private  houses  built  during  the  year  I58 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary 

and  Standard)  18 

Number  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses  99 

Number  on  this  list  needing  Old  Peoples’ 

accommodation  or  bungalows  10 


There  were  no  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  or  under 
construction  at  the  year’s  end,  compared  with  the  sixteen  in  the 
previous  year.  Six  Council  houses  were  sold  to  sitting  tenants 
so  the  total  of  Council  owned  properties  is  now  six  hundred  and 
thirty  three. 

In  spite  of  high  building  costs  and  mortgage  rates  it  was  most 
creditable  that  private  enterprise  completed  a further  one  hundred 
and  fifty  eight  compared  with  eighty  seven  in  the  previous  year. 

This  is  indicative  of  the  popularity  of  Bourne  as  a place  in  which 
to  reside  and  this  trend  will  undoubtedly  continue  and  increase; 
for  the  development  of  Greater  Peterborou^  xvill  see  to  that.  There 
are  many  who  now  work  there  and  will  do  so  in  the  future,  who  will 
aspire  to  a home  in  the  fresh,  clean  and  green  surroundings  of  this 
fortunate  town. 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  a Points  Scheme  for  the 
allocation  of  their  houses.  The  basic  qualification  is  the  length 
of  time  the  applicant  has  been  on  the  housing  list,  but  priority 
consideration  is  given  to  those  with  definite  health  or  Medico- 
Social  reasons  for  urgent  re-housing.  The  system  is  an  elastic  one 
allowing  for  available  housing  to  be  equated  to  real  and  proven  need. 
Never  forgetful  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  those  who  have  been  on 
the  viraiting  list  for  a lengthy  period,  priority  is  only  given  to  the 
priority  cases  referred  to  after  a full  investigation  of  all  the 
facts,  including  the  confidential  views  of  the  family  doctor  concerned 
and  a personal  visit  and  interview  by  the  writer. 

Once  again  I would  wish  to  thank  my  medical  colleagues  for  all 
the  help  they  have  so  readily  given  me  in  this  respect  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  The  Health  and  Housing  Committees  have  given  a 
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full  measure  of  support  to  those  cases  which  have  "been  recommended 
to  them.  During  the  year  these  Medical  and  Medico-Social  investi- 
gations amounted  to  twenty . seven,  a substantial  increase  over 
recent  years. 

Of  those  proven  to  be  in  need  the  great  majority  were  elderly 
and  in  need  of  ground  floor  accommodation.  However  willing  the 
Council  is  to  help,  the  lettings  are  just  not  available  vdthout 
some  inevitable  delay.  Over  the  past  tvro  years  the  total  to  become 
available  for  the  elderly  or  physically  handicapped  were  six 
bungalows,  three  ground  floor  flatlets  and  one  ground  floor  flat. 

Of  these  five  bungalows  and  one  of  the  flatlets  v;ere  relet  to 
persons  with  medical  recommendations.  The  hearts  are  willing  but 
the  flats  are  not  there  in  sufficient  numbers. 

There  is  no  real  slum  clearance  problem,  but  following  on  the 
survey  carried  out  this  year  a number  of  individual  unfit  houses 
were  brought  to  light.  There  are  thirty  seven  dwelling  houses 
considered  to  be  in  this  unfit  class.  There  are  seventeen  houses 
which  are  not  capable  of  improvement  to  the  ’’twelve  point”  standard 
and  of  these  eleven  are  oivned  by  the  Council,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
be  dealt  vd.th  ?d.thin  the  next  five  years,  during  which  time  it  is 
hoped  they  will  not  deteriorate  beyond  redemption. 

The  Council  awarded  eighteen  Improvement  Crants  this  year,  one 
more  than  in  1971  and  is  most  anxious  to  help  the  owner  of  any 
property  v/hich  is  capable  of  being  given  a further  fifteen  years  of 
good  life  through  this  provision.  There  are  few  occasions  in  life 
when  one  is  offered  up  to  £1,250  to  help  oneself,  so  for  what  are 
those  ¥;ith  appropriate  properties  waiting? 

Complaints  about  condensation  and  dampness  were  less  this  year 
probably  due  to  the  more  than  usually  dry  and  v/arm  Jiutumn  and  Winter 
season.  Additionally  the  increasing  number  of  Council  properties 
which  are  centrally  heated  is  bound  to  have  an  effect. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  that  eighty  five  - the 
total  number  of  Council  ovmed  elderly  persons  dwellings  - had  the 
benefit  of  central  heating.  In  the  general  list  there  were  sixty 
six  applications  for  installations,  forty  four  had  been  completed 
and  four  were  in  the  course  of  being  provided. 

The  usual  pre-winter  recommendations  were  addressed  to  the 
elderly,  warning  them  of  the  dangers  of  hypothermia  to  which 
condition  as  a group  they  are  particularly  prone.  With  age  it  is 
more  difficult  to  maintain  body  temperature  in  the  face  of  a very  low 
environmental  one.  The  onset  of  the  condition  is  heralded  by  a 
drop  in  body  temperature,  a slow  pulse,  a drop  in  blood  pressure 
and  in  vital  processes,  leading  to  coma  and  if  not  remedied  to  death. 
Good  background  heating  is  the  best  preventive  and  central  heating 
should  provide  this  in  the  absence  of  a breakdown  in  the  Public 
Utilities,  It  is  therefore  very  important  to  plan  ahead  for  such 
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eventualities  by  having  if  at  all  possible  a stand  by  alternative 
source  of  heating.  It  v/ould  even  be  advisable  in  such  circumstances 
to  keep  just  one  room  v/arm  and  use  it  for  both  living  and  sleeping 
purposes  v/hilst  the  emergency  lasts. 

There  are  ninety  nine  on  the  v/aiting  list  for  Council  Houses, 
a drop  of  twelve  on  the  previous  year.  It  is  however  safe  to  fore«- 
cast  that  this  figure  v/ill  increase  as  the  building  and  mortgage 
costs  make  aspiring  house  owners  change  their  mind  and  opt  for 
rented  accommodation  instead.  Of  the  ninety  nine,  ten. want 
elderly  person’s  accommodation,  but  this  is  a completely  unrealistic 
est ornate  of  the  numbers  in  this  population  who  desire,  need  and 
would  jump  at  a bungalow  or  ground  floor  flat  dwelling  if  they  were 
offered  one. 

It  would  one  day  be  a most  interesting  form  of  social  research 
if  one  knew  just  how  many  elderly  and  living  in  houses  too  large  for 
their  requirements  would  need  ordinary  bungalows;  how  many  need 
grouped  dwellings;  and  how  many  would  greatly  benefit  in  health 
from  the  change. 

The  two  grouped  dwelling  warden  supervised  complexes,  V/orth 
Court  with  tvventy  two  and  Manor  Court  with  thirty  two,  have 
continued  to  play  a vitally  important  role  in  the  care  and  happiness 
of  our  Senior  Citizens.  The  Hardens  give  wonderful  service  to  the 
residents,  enriching  their  lives  by  giving  them  a Sense  of  Security 
and  of  belonging  to  a Community  which  really  does  care  for  their 
well-being.  No  wonder  that  they  are  so  popular  and  that  there  are 
always  more  aspirants  than  places. 

It  has  been  a vvelcome  change  that  the  previous  grant  system 
has  been  fundamentally  altered  and  it  is  now  vYithin  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Council  to  accept  someone  into  the  Croup  who  is  in  medical 
need  of  it  by  reason  of  chronic  disability,  but  who  could  not  be 
accommodated  previously  until  they  were  of  pensionable  age  without 
losing  the  housing  grant.  Previous  reports  in  this  series  drew 
attention  to  this  rigidity  of  approach. 

May  tribute  again  be  paid  to  the  work  of  the  Wardens,  ¥/hich  day 
by  day  extended  far  beyond  v;hat  is  required  of  then  by  the  terms  of 
their  appointment.  They  act  as  guide,  philosopher  and  friend  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Croup,  The  danger  is  that  in  their  efforts  they 
may  risk  being  imposed  upon  by  some.  It  cannot  be  reiterated  too 
often  that  the  Warden  is  there  to  act  as  a line  of  communication 
between  the  tenants  and  the  services  which  they  need, be  it  medical, 
nursing,  home  help,  social  service  and  they  must  not  attempt  to 
provide  continuing  case  to  any  individual,  ICnowing  their  calibre, 
they  will  always  do  what  is  needful  in  an  emergency.  There  is  one 
problem  which  is  difficialt  of  solution  and  that  is  what  to  do  about 
a resident  who  has  become  so  frail  or  so  confused  that  she  is  not 
really  fit  to  maintain  an  independent  life.  Such  a person  can  be  the 
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source  of  great  anxiety  to  the  Warden  and  to  the  other  nenhers 
of  the  Group  both  as  regards  their  ovm  safety  and  that  of  others. 

To  terminate  their  tenancy  would  be  practically  unthinkable  and 
certainly  highly  repugnant,  but  there  is  always  the  other  side  of 
the  coin  to  be  faced.  The  suggestion  was  nade  in  last  year’s 
report  that  one  Group  in  this  area  could  be  developed  on  whose 
staff  there  v/as  a resident  nurse,  who  could  cope  v;ith  such 
difficult  cases.  She  could  provide  that  extra,  supervision  and 
nursing  care  which  would  nake  a nost  attractive  alternative  to  a 
V/elfare  or  Geriatric  hospital  bed,  by  allowing  the  resident 
concerned  to  feel  still  at  hoae  and  avoid  the  depersonalisation 
which  so  often  is  the  outcome  of  prolonged  residence  in  the  former. 

There  are  still  forty  three  Council  properties  virithout  hot 
water  systems  and  these  are  situated  as  follows: 


Harrington  Street 
Goggles  Causeway 
Wood  View 


Thirty  Six 

Four 

Three 


During  the  year  ten  in  Harrington  Street  had  these  contemporary 
essentials  installed.  The  work  of  modernisation  is  going  forward 
slowly  but  steadily,  Foiar  modernisations  of  properties  in 
Burghley  Street  V7ere  far  advanced  at  the  year's  end.  It  is  just 
a pity  that  with  such  a successful  reconstruction  there  was 
insufficient  space  to  widen  the  adjacent  carriageway. 

The  Council's  building  programme  since  the  War  has  been  a 
very  creditable  one  and  the  care  and  consideration  given  to  the 
allocation  of  tenancies  will  be  very  difficult  to  match  when 
re-organisation  comes.  It  is  essential  however  that  this  Y/elfare 
Service  should  still  remain  as  local  as  the  vd.t  of  man  and  the 
vagaries  of  Local  Government  Administration  can  devise. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTiiNCE  ACT  1948 
SECTION  Ul 


A lady  of  86  years  living  alone  becane  increasingly 
enfeebled,  undernourished  and  confused  to  such  an  extent  that 
intervention  became  necessary  on  medical  grounds  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Section  of  the  Act,  This  inevitably  follov/ed 
her  refusal  of  all  proffered  help.  The  advice  of  her  Family 
Lector,  a Case  Worker  from  the  Social  Services  and  myself  were 
refused  that  she  should  go  into  hospital.  All  the  formalities 
required  for  her  compulsory  removal  were  completed,  but  on  the 
fourth  of  the  visits  to  her  in  twenty  four  hours  and  with  the 
ambulance  standing  by  she  went  to  hospital  without  further  demur. 
Technically  "The  Order"  was  not  served,  but  accompanied  her  to 
Hospital  giving  them  Authority  to  hold  her  for  seven  days.  This 
precaution  was  not  however  required,  and  her  convalescence  was 
uneventful. 


No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported  which  speaks  v/ell  for 
the  standards  of  Public  and  Domestic  food  hygiene. 


HEi^LTH  EDUCATION 


This  Council  subscribes  to  the  Health  Education  Council  and 
receives  and  makes  full  use  of  all  the  benefits  accruing  therefrom, 
such  as  posters,  propaganda  material  and  their  quarterly  Health 
Education  Journal, 


Health  Education  should  teach  how  people  can  achieve  to  the 
fullest  degree  a state  of  mental  and  physical  well  being.  It  should 
also  bring  to  the  public  attention  those  things  in  everyday  life 
which  are  dangerous  to  life  and  limb  and  show  practical  ways  in 
which  they  can  be  avoided. 

As  our  way  of  life  becomes  more  and  more  complex  so  do  the 
the  hazards  to  which  individuals  are  subjected  change  also.  At 
one  time  the  great  threat  lay  in  the  savage  onslaught  of  Infectious 
Disease  but  with  their  defeat,  contemporaneously  there  have  arisen 
increased  hazards  in  the  home  and  on  the  roads  v/hich  levy  a heavy 
toll  of  injury  and  disability. 

New  and  highly  effective  medicines  and  therapeutic  techniques 
are  available  to  all  in  need  of  them  and  yet  many  social  problems 
stem  from  the  misuse  of  Drugs,  Hardly  a day  passes  without  some 
comment  either  in  favour  of  or  against  liberalising  the  use  of 
Cannabis  alias  Hashish,  Unless  the  Public  are  educated  in  an 
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infomed  way  about  the  basic  facts  and  the  potential  threats  in 
their  use  of  drugs,  for  kicks  or  for  tranquillity,  hov/  can  they 
decide  whether  they  should  avoid  then  or  not.  During  the  year 
lectures  wore  given  to  va,rious  Youth  G-roui:)S  and  the  discussion  after- 
vjards  illustrated  how  keen  young  people  are  to  talk  about  the 
inplications  of  drug  taking. 

All  cars  nust  now  be  fitted  with  seat  belts,  but  how  little 
has  been  done  to  convince  the  rationally  thinking  notorist  that 
it  is  in  his  and  his  passengers  interest  to  wear  then.  Legislation 
is  no  substitute  for  Education  and  never  will  be. 

In  a prosperous  Society  nore  and  yet  nore  fancy  foods  appear 
on  the  Supernarket  shelves  and  are  seductively  portrayed  on  the 
coloured  screen.  There  is  however  nounting  evidence  that  a diet 
rich  in  refined  flour  and  sugar  is  far  from  a healthy  one  and  yet 
it  is  to  increasing  the  consunption  of  these  that  so  much  of  the 
food  product  advertising  is  devoted. 

Education  has  a challenging  part  to  play  in  stressing  the 
importance  of  eating  habits  on  health  and  in  the  avoidance  of  too 
much  carbohydrate  in  the  diet.  It  is  true  that  the  weight  v^atchers 
provide  a wonderful  service  to  those  with  a weight  problem,  but  it 
is  equally  true  to  say  that  each  successful  member  testifies  to  the 
fact  that  health  education  has  failed  to  get  across  to  then  in  the 
first  instance. 

Accidents  in  the  home  continue  to  be  nore  lethal  than  accidents 
on  the  roads,  at  work  or  in  recreational  pursuits  all  put  together 
and  yet  practically  every  home  has  preventable  hazards.  Is  it  that 
health  education  has  failed  to  delineate  clearly  enough  v/here  these 
hazards  lie  or  is  it  once  again  a failure  in  comnuncation? 

The  Bourne  and  South  Kesteven  *'Home  Safety"  Joint  Committee 
organised  a "Safety  in  the  Hone"  Exhibition  at  the  Corn  Exchange 
in  the  Autumn.  A great  amount  of  forethought  and  effort  wont 
into  this  and  the  associated  Poster  Competition,  but  the  very  poor 
attendance  reflected  the  Public's  apathy  to  the  subject.  One 
would  hope  that  their  attention  is  not  drawn  to  it  in  a more 
personal  end  traumatic  way. 

Health  Education  is  largely  futile  if  it  remains  content  to 
state  the  facts  without  the  ability  to  convince  a listener  of  the 
full  relevancy  of  those  facts  to  himself,  Alas  persuasive 
educators  are  born  not  made. 
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MISCELLANY 
AVETE  ATQUB  VALETE 


During  this  year  there  has  been  a heightening  of  Public 
awareness  of  contanination  in  their  environnent.  The  Mass  Media 
presented  sone  aspects  of  it  with  near  panic  intensity,  followed 
by  a relapse  into  apathy,  and  in  so  doing  doubtless  caused  nore 
anxiety  states  in  susceptable  individuals  than  they  intended  or 
their  revelations  justified. 

"Ding  a ling"  went  the  telephone  in  the  early  hours  of  a 
Monday  norning.  The  caller  was  a lady  who  had  spent  a sleepless 
night  of  worry  following  on  a Sunday  paper  article  on  the  chemical 
analysis  of  a selection  of  kitchen  casseroles.  These  researches 
revealed  that  one  in  three  of  those  examined  exceeded  the  recog- 
nised safety  limits  for  Lead  and  Cadmium  or  both.  The  utensils 
themselves  were  fashioned  of  different  materials  - metal,  pottery 
and  earthenware  but  all  of  those  implicated  by  the  survey  were  of 
foreign  manufacture.  In  some  instances  the  amounts  of  these 
heavy  metals  present  were  up  to  four  times  in  excess  of  British 
Standards  Institute  limits,  and  it  is  pleasing  that  all  British 
made  ceramic  casseroles  were  found  to  be  safe. 

The  article  illustrated  the  various  types  referred  to  and  the 
caller  had  identified  hers  as  belonging  to  one  of  those  criticised. 
As  she  had  been  using  hers  for  three  years  her  concern  was 
appreciated.'  It  would  seem  most  unlikely  that  anyone  will  suffer 
a sudden  onset  of  ill  health  even  after  such  a prolonged  period 
of  usage  but  obviously  any  avoidable  intake  of  these  toxic  metals 
should  be  prevented.  The  risk  of  food  contanination  would 
clearly  lie  in  the  preparation  of  foods  with  a high  acidity  as  for 
example  stewing  rhubarb,  Bramley  apples  or  dov/sing  herrings, 
particularly  if  such  examples  of  the  culinary  art  were  to  be  left 
for  a prolonged  period  in  the  suspect  container. 

The  Government  are  contemplating  action  to  control  the  toxic 
metal  contents  of  both  ceramic  and  vitreous  enamelled  metal 
cooking  Y/are,  Our  07m  researches  found  none  outside  the  limits 
for  lead  but  one  was  high  in  Cadmium, 

This  year  attention  vj&s  again  draYm  to  the  inherent  dangers  - 
to  young  children  in  particular  - of  lead  based  paints  in  house 
decorating.  There  have  been  a number  of  reports  of  children 
'eating'  flakes  of  such  paint  and  developing  serious  and  not  always 
reversable  Nervous  System  damage  as  a result.  There  is  no  justi- 
fication for  running  the  risk  of  such  an  event  as  there  are  now 
adequate  and  equally  hard  wearing  alternatives  devoid  of  the  risks 
involved  in  using  lead.  Do  it  yourself  addicts  should  note  this 
and  use  safe  decorating  materials. 
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A further  source  of  lead  contamination  of  the  environment 
comes  of  course  from  the  exhaust  gases  of  vehicles  using  lead 
’enriched’  petrol.  The  public  must  decide  whether  the  motorist’s 
demand  for  a high  efficiency  engine  and  an  anti-knock  fuel,  or 
the  general  citizen’s  for  air  to  breath  as  free  as  possible  of 
duspect  contamination  should  prevail. 

The  Government  has  adjudicated  and  the  previously  permitted 
maximum  of  0,8if  grammes  per  litre  of  petrol  was  reduced  this  year 
to  0,64  grarames  and  by  the  end  of  1973  will  be  further  curtailed 
to  0, 55  grammes  per  litre,  followed  in  two  years  by  another 
reduction  to  0,45.  of  these  are  steps  in  the  right  direction. 

Just  how  toxic  lead  is  has  been  highlighted  this  year  by  the 
episodes  involving  industrial  effluvia  at  Avonmouth  and  Southv/ark. 

There  was  another  press  inspired  scare  during  the  past  year 
and  this  involved  the  decorative  and  attractively  coloured,  so 
called  ’Ladybird’  beans  of  a tropical  plant.  These  contain  the 
potent  drug  Abrin  to  which  there  is  allegedly  no  antidote  and 
the  ingestion  of  the  contents  of  3 or  4 of  these  innocent  looking 
seeds  was  said  to  be  lethal.  The  public  were  adjured  to  search 
their  persons  and  their  homes  for  necklaces,  bangles  or  other 
items  of  personal  adornment  involving  these  ’Killer  Beads',  and 
hand  then  in  to  the  Health  Department  or  the  Police,  The 
Department's  table  soon  had  a comprehensive  and  imposing  load  of 
suspect  items.  Many  of  these  were  innocent  but  at  least  a dozen 
were  in  the  dangerous  category  and  some  had  been  in  their  owners 
possession  for  many  years  ’without  suspicion  of  threat.  Two  neck- 
laces were  of  particular  interest  and  artistic  quality  depending 
unfortunately  on  a combination  of  the  Ladybird  Motif  with  the 
attractive  seeds  of  the  Castor  Oil  plant  - Ricinus  - an  equally 
potent  poison.  Those  who  have  sampled  the  oil  of  the  same  name 
will  doubtless  not  be  unduly  surprised.'.','  Amongst  the  exhibits 
was  even  a little  suite  of  doll’s  house  furniture  embellished  with 
the  beans,  quite  a v/ork  of  art  for  Borgia’s  bed  chamber. 

Nitrates 

Reference  has  been  made  earlier  in  the  report  to  the  increasing 
amount  of  nitrates  which  are  getting  into  the  rivers  and  shallow 
sources  of  water  supply.  Such  nitrates  are  derived  from  numerous 
sources  but  much  the  most  important  is  the  use  of  high  nitrogen 
fertilisers  by  farmers  in  pursuit  of  higher  productivity  from  both 
arable  and  pasture  lands.  Inevitably  a considerable  amount  of 
these  is  leached  out  of  the  soil  into  subsoil  waters.  Some  of  the 
nitrogen  is  also  derived  from  the  extensive  growing  of  legumes  such 
as  peas  and  beans  v/hose  roots  have  the  power  of  fixing  atmospheric 
nitrogen,  converting  it  into  nitrate.  This  process  goes  on  even 
after  the  crops  are  harvested  and  the  roots  have  been  ploughed  back, 
A third  source  is  from  the  final  effluents  of  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks, 
which  discharge  into  the  nearest  river,  increasing  its  salination. 
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If  the  concentration  of  nitrate  in  water  rises  to  a figijre 
over  50  ngn  per  litre,  that  is  50  parts  per  nillion,  it  can 
present  a health  hazard  if  used  for  making  up  feeds  for  snail 
babies  by  the  reconstitution  of  dried  milk. 

In  the  manufacture  of  dried  milk  it  is  possible  for  spores 
of  Bacterium  Subtilis  to  survive  and  furthermore  to  act  on  the 
nitrate  in  the  mixing  water  reducing  it  to  nitrite.  It  is  this 
salt  which  if  ingested  reacts  with  the  haemoglobin  reducing  the 
oxygen  carrying  capacity  of  the  blood  and  producing  the  condition 
of  methaemoglobinaemia.  The  risks  are  further  increased  where 
such  reconstituted  baby  foods  are  left  at  room  temperature  for 
considerable  periods  before  being  consumed.  Likewise  it  is 
hazardous  to  boil  or  to  sinner  the  water  as  by  so  doing  the 
concentration  of  the  nitrate  can  be  considerably  increased. 

On  the  Ecological  front  the  waste  nitrate  in  our  rivers 
causes  a great  increase  in  the  growth  of  aquatic  weeds  and  may 
also  exert  an  adverse  effect  on  fish  and  fish  food. 

This  is  just  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  monitoring  of  all 
water  supplies  is  so  important,  and  in  particular  those  which  are 
derived  from  lake  or  shallow  well. 

Nitrate  in  water  also  causes  problems  for  those  engaged  in 
the  canning  industry  because  of  its  corrosive  action  on  tinplate. 

This  phenomenon  of  Eutrophication  will  be  one  of  increasing 
importance  in  the  environmental  scene,  and  to  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  water  supplies  of  this  country  in  the  future. 

Polyurethane  and  polystyrene  in  foam  and  ether  forms  are  now 
used  very  extensively  for  furniture  fillings  and  for  decorations 
and  very  efficient  they  are  for  these  purposes.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  to  avoid  them  being  put  at  the  risk  of  catching  fire,  as 
such  could  have  uniquely  dangerous  consequences.  The  spread  of  the 
fire  is  very  rapid  and  very  dense  smoke  is  generated  along  with 
intense  heat,  Abnormally  large  quantities  of  deadly  carbon  monoxide 
and  hydrogen  cyanide  gases  are  produced,  and  in  addition  Iso-cyanate 
are  released  by  the  combustion  ?;hich  can  have  long  term  ill  effects 
on  those  exposed  to  them.  The  oxygen  levels  in  the  area  of  the  fire 
fall  very  rapidly. 

In  effect  then,  these  materials  add  a new  dimension  of  risk 
should  a fire  involving  them  occur,  particularly  in  a confined  space 
within  a home, 

A number  of  other  pollution  topics  have  already  been  mentioned 
in  the  body  of  this  report  including  stubble  burning,  sophistication 
of  food  and  Industrial  Pollution;  to  all  of  which  we  have  been 
subjected. 


Unfortur.ately  Pollution  even  invades  our  language  v/ith  such 
importations  as  'Teach  In..',  'Mugging',  'G-azumping'  and  all  too 
many  other  vrords  of  dubious  origin.  Old  words  too  have  altered 
there  signifLcance,  In  pure  English  the  v/ord  'Sex'  is  synonomous 
with  'Gender'  but  not  in  contemporary  usage,' 

A single  girl  faced  with  a medical  form  for  completion  asking 
for  name,  age  and  sex  wrote  under  the  latter  'Yes',  adding 
depreciatingly  'but  not  often'.  Can  one  really  be  surprised  with 
dilution  of  our  language  so  rife.' 

Maybe  a nostalgic  backward  look  will  be  permitted  to  the 
writer's  appointment  as  the  first  full  time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  Stamford,  Bourne  and  South  Kesteven  in  195A.  This  was 
combined  with  that  as  School  Medical  Officer  in  the  County  Council 
Health  Authority. 

Previously  these  duties  had  been  fragmented,  making  it 
difficult  for  any  one  person  to  have  a wide  picture.  Amalgamation 
allowed  for  a much  closer  integration  of  the  personal  Health 
Services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  with  the  Environmental 
Health  Services  of  the  Districts  and  obviously  had  many  clear 
advantages.  By  far  the  most  important  aspect  of  it  lay  in  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  mothers  and  babies  in  the  Clinic  or  in  the 
School  situation  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  be  involved  in  their 
housing,  medico- social  and  environmental  problems  on  the  other. 

The  latter  seem  in  retrospect  to  have  covered  topics  from  air 
pollution  to  zinc  solvency.'  It  has  all  been  challenging  and  full 
of  opportunities. 

It  would  be  shamefiil  if  this  marriage  of  interests  in  the 
personal  and  environmental  fields  of  health  were  to  be  divorced 
after  re-organisation  has  been  completed. 

As  has  been  stressed  in  previous  Annual  Reviews,  medical 
advice  to  District  Authorities  can  only  be  made  truly  relevant 
and  of  maximum  value  when  the  Community  served  is  small  enough 
to  allow  their  medical  advisor  to  know  as  many  members  of  that 
Community  as  possible  as  individuals,  and.  to  have  a clear 
personal  knowledge  of  their  environmental  and  health  problems 
as  a Group.  It  is  axiomatic  that  this  can  only  be  achieved  at 
local  level  and  is  greatly  assisted  by  a mutually  helpful  and 
harmonious  working  v/ith  the  Public's  elected  representatives. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  when  the  new  service  is  developed  that  the 
appraisal  of  the  community  health  needs  will  still  be  possible 
with  clear  vision  at  local  level  and  not  throu^  long  distance 
lenses  and  over  attenuated  lines  of  communication.  This  latter 
would  be  a reversal  of  all  the  background  thinking  and  endeavours 
of  the  past  ei^teen  years. 
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There  is  a great  tendency  to  accept  new  benefits  sonetines 
gratefully  but  more  often  vd.thout  conments.  It  is  only  on 
looking  back  over  eighteen  happy  years  that  the  strides  which 
have  been  nade  can  be  seen. 

At  that  date  there  were  no  Grouped  Dwelling  Schemes  and  now  there 
are  two  which  have  brought  immeasurable  benefit  to  their  tenants. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  have  done  so  much  for  the 
clean  handling  of  food  from  production  to  consumption  had  yet  to  be 
nade. 

The  town  was  then  in  urgent  need  of  new  foul  and  storm  water 
drainage  systems,  as  the  majority  of  the  properties  and  their 
surroundings  v/ere  served  by  a common  sewer.  The  task  of  unscrambling 
the  foul  for  the  rainwater  was  a major  one  extending  over  some  years. 
Naturally  at  tine  of  storm  they  surcharged  and  flooded.  At  the 
disposal  works  there  v/as  a flourishing  market  garden,  which  v/as  soon 
discontinued.’.'  These  works  in  any  case  were  inadequate  causing  a 
nuisance  in  the  dyke  to  which  their  effluent  was  discharged.  They 
were  subsequently  enlargedto  their  present  size  and  ironically  on 
the  day  chosen  for  the  official  opening.  Bourne  was  subjected  to  a 
torrential  rain  storm  v/hich  flooded  not  only  the  works  but  a consid- 
erable part  of  the  town  as  vrell.  As  already  mentioned  they  are  now 
once  again  too  small  for  the  task  with  which  they  are  faced  and 
history  has  repeated  itself  in  a short  space  of  time,  V/hilst  it 
never  was  a big  problem,  slum  clearance  involved  in  the  main 
individual  houses  and  was  tackled  energetically  and  reconstruction 
T/as  carried  out  when  possible,  such  as  in  St,  Peters  Road,  Eighteen 
years  ago  however  there  were  few  Improvement  Grants  and  their  more 
widespread  acceptance  did  revolutionise  the  attitude  to  the  older 
substandard  properties,  saving  many  which  otherwise  would  have  perished 
and  have  had  to  be  replaced  at  vastly,  greater  cost. 

Bourne  shared  a common  water  supply  with  Spalding  and  on  very 
advantageous  terms,  presumably  on  the  grounds  that  they  provided 
the  water  in  the  first  instance.  The  nationalisation  of  the  Water 
Supplies  over  the  whole  area  with  the  advent  of  the  South  Lines, 

Water  Board  had  yet  to  come.  It  was  most  fitting  that  our  Clerk 
at  that  time,  Mr,  D,R,  Reeson,  should  have  been  appointed  as  first 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  to  the  Board,  v/here  he  has  served  over  since 
with  distinction. 

The  Swimming  Baths  which  have  always  been  a feature  of  the  town 
have  passed  from  their  founders  - the  Bourne  United  Charities  - to 
the  Council,  They  have  been  successfully  modernised  including  the 
installation  of  a heating  system  and  are  a great  credit  to  the  town. 

The  Council  have  throughout  the  period  paid  attention  to  the  need 
for  sporting  and  recreational  facilities  and  have  had  wonderfully 
generous  allies  in  this  respect  in  the  Trustees  of  the  Bourne  United 
Charities  to  whose  eternal  credit  are  the  beautiful  Abbey  Lawn 
recreational  complex.  The  Council's  own  Recreation  Ground  is  much 
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patronised  and  is  well  tended.  Mindful  of  the  needs  of  the  evening, 
the  Com  Exchange  has  had  a full  fixture  list  and  in  the  last  year 
has  been  largely  redesigned  and  re-equipped.  It  is  now  fully 
worthy  of  the  tovm  in  all  ways.  May  it  be  asked  waggishly  why  the 
"1",  which  had  been  previously  extirpated  by  vandals  fron  the  word 
’’Public"  over  the  door,  was  not  restored  during  this  extensive 
face  lifting  project? 

Recreational  facilities  are  a Must  for  any  progressive  Connunity 
and  must  inevitably  involve  some  charge  on  the  rate  payers  for  it  is 
impossible  in  practical  terns  to  make  then  pay  their  way,  except  in 
the  improved  health  and  welfare  of  our  citizens  which  are  indefinable 
but  supremely  important. 

These  are  just  a few  of  the  improvements  which  have  been 
effected  since  1954.  4t  that  date  the  population  was  506O,  the 
rateable  value  was  £26,802  the  product  of  the  Id  rate  was  £107  and 
the  number  of  the  inhabited  houses  was  I648,  Comparison  with  the 
equivalent  figures  today,  and  allowing  for  decimalisation,  these 
are  indicative  of  the  growth  and  changes  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  town  since  then. 

In  the  same  period  there  have  been  equally  important  advances 
in  the  Personal  Health  Service,  In  prevention,  IThooping  Cough 
Vaccinations,  Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations,  Measles  Vaccinations  and 
G-erman  Measles  Vaccinations  have  all  been  introduced  in  the  inter- 
vening years.  Routine  B,C,G,  Vaccinations  for  Senior  School 
Children  is  yet  another,  which  is  now  taken  as  routine. 

In  the  clinic  domain  Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  for 
expectant  mothers,  and  Family  Planning  facilities  for  those  who  do 
not  desire  to  emulate  them  have  both  been  developed  and  are  popular. 
Cervical  Cytology  is  now  a well  established  bridgehead  in  the  fight 
against  Cmcer  of  this  Common  site. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  at  the  start  of  this  period 
biased  towards  looking  for  signs  of  malnutrition,  maternal 
mismanagement  and  deficiency  diseases.  Now  the  slant  has  changed 
and  development  checks  are  becoming  increasingly  the  main  concern 
in  our  Infant  Care,  with  routine  testing  of  hearing  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  v/ork. 

Never  before  have  the  Health  and  Welfare  of  each  individual  had 
so  much  time,  care  and  expense  devoted  to  them.  The  best  in  medical 
treatment  is  free  to  all.  The  spectre  of  deprivation  and  want  has 
been  laid,  though  inevitably  there  will  always  be  the  fev/  who 
mismanage  themselves  and  their  affairs  so  badly  as  to  appear  to  be 
in  dire  need.  The  opportunities  for  Education  and  for  Cultural 
and  Recreational  pursuits  were  never  greater.  Never  before  in  the 
history  of  the  land  was  there  such  opportunities  for  personal 
fulfilment,  given  the  ambition  and  the  requisite  effort.  Our 
children  have  never  been  healtheir  andour  elderly  more  adequately 
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endowed  and  those  between  with  nore  leisure  to  enjoy. 

Surely  then  the  stage  should  be  set  for  peace  and  well-being? 

It  is  regrettable  therefore  that  there  should  be  so  many  evidences 
that  all  is  not  so  idyllic  as  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

Nationally  crine,  nostly  violent  in  character,  is  up  by  twenty 
per  cent  this  year  conpared  xvith  1971. 

The  nunber  of  abortions  carried  out  officially  this  yeax  was 
160,000  and  even  nore  disturbing  was  the  fact  that  3,094  of  these 
v/ere  in  girls  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  Many  teenagers  had 
repeated  abortions,  so  obviously  had  leajrnt  no  lesson  fron  the 
earlier  experience.  Far  too  many  regard  abortion  as  an  alternative 
to  contraception  and  babies  as  just  anoih  er  expendable  item  in 
modern  society. 

Venereal  disease  has  already  been  mentioned  and  the  appallingly 
high  figures  v/hich  have  swept  it  into  being  the  commonest  of  all 
the  communicable  diseases,  Thou^  ostensibly  cured  many  may  find 
sterility  as  a long  term  consequence.  Not  enough  is  said  to  warn 
about  the  risk  of  these  diseases  to  those  who  accept  casual  extra- 
marital sexual  experiences  as  a perogative  of  this  Enlightened  Age', 

No  contraceptive  technique  and  least  of  all  the  pill  give 
protection  against  them. 

Broken  marriages  and  divorce  petitions  leading  so  often  to 
hardship  for  the  children  are  over  100,000  a year.  Successful 
matrimony  is  not  computable  with  immature  personalities  and  too 
many  teenage  marriages  are  between  persons  in  an  immature  emotional 
state  with  the  inevitable  result.  Not  long  enough  is  left  for 
maturation  and  growing  up,  or  for  enjoying  the  unrepeatable  freedom 
of  the  "between  years" 

Illegitimacy,  in  spite  of  all  the  propaganda  for  contraception 
is  not  reducing.  It  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  the  provision 
of  the  Pill  on  the  National  Health  Service  vd.ll  reduce  it  either. 
After  being  free  in  Aberdeen  for  the  past  five  years  it  has  not 
done  so  there, 

Alchoholism  is  still  increasing  to  add  to  the  estimated  400,000 
in  this  chronic  state,  and  there  has  been  a predominant  rise  in  the 
case  of  women.  At  one  tine  they  rated  one  in  ten  but  are  now  up  to 
one  in  five.  Is  there  any  connection  between  this  and  Women’s  Lib? 
Drug  taking  is  increasing  particularly  amongst  the  young,  presumably 
in  the  hope  of  squeezing  some  new  experience  as  a further  vicarious 
kick  out  of  life. 

In  Lincolnshire  this  year  there  were  9988  road  accidents  in  which 
143  vvere  killed,  1556  seriously  injured  and  3873  slightly  injured. 
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Vandalism  of  public  and  private  property  is  accepted  as 
part  of  the  everyday  scene.  Do  the  perpetrators  also  wear  the 
gown  of  invisibility?  They  are  never  seen  apparently.' 

All  of  these  phenomena  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  violence 
and  the  disintegration  which  is  threatening  our  Society;  v/hich 
having  thrown  over  board  the  codes  of  behaviour,  the  customs,  and 
the  ethics  which  v;ere  the  guide-lines  for  former  generations  have 
not  yet  developed  any  worthwhile  substitute  for  them;  only  a 
wide  variety  of  tranquillisers  and  other  drugs  to  use  as  crutches. 

All  the  evidence  points  to  sexual  experience  taking  place  at 
ever  earlier  ages.  It  night  not  be  inappropriate  to  virarn  that 
quite  apart  from  all  the  other  hazards  of  such  precocious  behaviour 
there  is  a much  increased  risk  of  cancer  of  the  cervix  later  in 
life.  Any  woman  who  becomes  sexually  active  in  her  teens  whether 
married  or  unmarried  enters  the  high  risk  group.  Age  at  first 
intercourse  appears  to  be  the  most  important  date  in  predisposition; 
and  coitus  before  the  age  of  tv/enty  years  is  associated  with  twice 
the  risk  compared  with  those  in  whom  it  does  not  occur  until  after 
the  age  of  twenty. 

In  pursuit  of  violence  and  self  gratification  very  much  is  lost. 
The  fact  remains  that  in  the  last  analysis  "Liberty  is  the  end 
product  of  self  discipline". 

Turning  to  the  much  brighter  side  of  local  life  the  Grouped 
Dwelling  Schemes  are  a lively  reminder  that  the  caring  tradition 
in  Bourne  is  as  operative  as  ever  in  its  long  history. 

During  the  past  eighteen  months  the  new  Social  Service 
Departments  have  been  getting  into  harness  to  face  the  vast  problems 
in  the  realms  of  Child  Life  Protection,  Broken  families,  V/elfare 
of  the  Physically  and  Mentally  Handicapped  and  the  less  favoured  in 
Society. 

Liaison  between  the  Case  Yiforkers  of  that  Service  and  the  members 
of  the  Health  Department  is  being  fostered,  for  each  needs  the 
other  and  John  Citizen  for  p/hose  benefit  each  was  created  needs  both. 

The  Co-ordinating  Committees  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Elderly  and 
for  the  Children  at  Risk  have  continued  with  vigour.  It  was  felt 
by  some  that  with  the  advent  of  the  multi-disciplined  Social  Service 
Department  their  work  could  be  phased  out.  This  in  fact  has  proved 
far  from  the  case.  The  members  are  drawn  from  the  Department  of 
Social  Security,  the  Probation  Service,  the  Housing  Departments,  the 
N,  S,  P,  C.  C,,  the  Headmaster  of  the  School  for  Educationally  Sub- 
normal Boys,  the  Education  Services,  the  Hospital  and  Family  Doctor 
Services,  the  Occupational  Therapist  and  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service 
as  well  as  the  Health  and  Social  Service  Departments  themselves. 

Such  a broad-based  gathering  of  expert  opinion,  turning  their 
attention  to  one  difficult  case  after  another  can  surely  produce 
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sone  new  approach  to  it,  or  at  the  very  least  warn  of  trouble 
ahead.  Apart  fron  this  they  do  permit  those  personally  involved 
on  Socio-Medical  work  to  meet  informally  and  get  to  Icnov/  one 
another  and  so  gain  an  insight  into  the  difficulties  confronted 
by  their  colleagues.  In  the  ten  years  of  their  existence  they 
have  proved  of  inestimable  worth.  One  of  the  problems  v/hich  the 
Care  af  the  Elderly  Committee  should  tackle  is  to  find  out  just 
hox7  many  in  this  community  need  bungalow  or  g-round  floor 
accommodation,  how  many  need  Grouped  dwellings  v;ith  Y/arden,  hov/ 
many  need  1/elfare  accommodation  or  a geriatric  bed.  Also  it 
would  be  invaluable  to  know  how  many  already  in  one  of  these 
types  of  accommodation  need  a change  to  another.  How  many  are 
there  in  the  Community  who  need  assistance  because  of  physical 
or  mental  disability  and  are  not  getting  it  in  full  measure? 

Only  by  knowing  the  whole  extent  of  the  need  can  appropriate 
plans  be  made. 

There  are  many  people  who  volunteer  their  services  in  the 
cause  of  helping  the  less  fortunate.  The  Members  of  the  Bourne 
Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  organise  and  run  the 
Darby  and  Joan  Club,  which  all  over  pensionable  age  .are  most 
welcome  to  joino  As  well  as  a wide  range  of  Social  Activities 
they  act  as  agents  for  the  County  Health  Authority’s  Chiropotfy 
Service, 

The  Voluntary  Laundry  is  a tremendous  boon  to  the  relatives 
of  and  those  who  care  for,  the  frail  elderly,  the  sick  and  the 
incontinent.  Only  those  who  have  had  to  cope  vd.th  loads  of 
washing  in  difficult  circumstances  and  in  bad  drying  conditions, 
can  appreciate  to  the  full  what  this  laundry  has  meant  to  those 
v/ho  have  had  recourse  to  it.  As  v/ell  as  Bourne  it  covers  the 
villages  of  Thurlby,  Northorpe  and  Morton,  and  the  items  to  be 
washed  are  collected  and  returned  by  the  helpers,  a rota  of  whom 
daily  carry  out  the  X7ash.  More  helpers  and  more  equipment  would 
be  welcome  to  cope  with  the  increased  vrork  v/hich  success  has 
brought. 

The  Members  of  the  Bourne  Rotary  Club  have  made  a great 
contribution  to  the  Needs  of  the  Community  through  their  Car 
Service,  by  transporting  to  Hospital  and  elsewhere  those  who 
would  have  no  satisfactory  alternative. 

The  Womens  Royal  Voluntary  Service  are  responsible  for  the 
Meals  on  Y/heels  collection  and  delivery  which  has  been  such  a 
blessing  to  the  elderly  and  invalid,  particularly  to  those  living 
alone.  The  recipients  have  gone  up  this  year  from  twenty  ei^t 
to  thirty  seven  at  peak  times  and  an  average  of  thirty  four.  One 
of  those  lives  in  Dyke,  The  meals  are  dravra  from  the  Central 
School  Kitchen  and  during  the  long  holidays  arrangements  have  been 
made  v;ith  the  Management  of  St,  Peters  Hospital  to  fill  the  gap  from 
their  kitchens.  So  reliant  are  those  who  are  on  the  meals  list  for 
the  meal  itself  and  also  for  the  Social  contact  and  the  smile  v/hich 
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the  helpers  bring,  that  any  long  cessation  is  a severe  loss  in 
their  lives,  Menbers  of  the  IrVHVS  also  visit  St,  Peters  Hospital 
regularly  to  entertain  the  patients,  to  ifVrite  letters  for  then 
and  help  in  a variety  of  other  ways,  including  the  provision  of 
Christmas  gifts  for  the  children.  They  give  a well  equipped 
trolley  service  to  the  residents  at  Digby  Court  once  a week,  and 
also  run  a Clothing  Store  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  needy 
at  hone  and  abroad. 

This  year  they  were  given  and  shouldered  two  unusual  tasks. 
Firstly  they  were  called  upon  to  help  v/ith  clothing  for  the 
Bardney  "Pop"  Festival,  which  was  hit  by  atrocious  weather.  The 
Emergency  Service  was  extended  by  the  Ugand^in  Asian  Cases, 

Bourne  Menbers  coped  with  coach  loads  of  immigrants  who  stopped 
in  the  town  for  refreshments  on  their  way  to  the  Honswell  and 
Faldringworth  Reception  Centres.  Most  of  these  calls  y/ere  during 
the  night  hours  and  often  at  short  notice  but  all  were  efficiently 
met. 

In  addition  to  all  of  these  organised  efforts  there  have  been 
innumerable  deeds  of  Idndness  and  compassion  for  others,  v/hich 
have  passed  unnoticed  except  by  the  recipients.  These  however  are 
if  anything  more  indicative  of  the  Caring  Community  than  the  eye- 
catching efforts  of  a group. 

Outside  of  Bourne  itself,  but  nonetheless  an  organisation  which 
has  extended  help  to  a number  of  handicapped  Brunnians  is  the 
Kings  Mill  Centre  at  Stanford,  This  was  entirely  financed  by 
Voluntary  Fimds  and  is  dependant  on  Public  Support  for  its  running. 
Ei^t  to  ten  mentally  handicapped  children  are  cared  fcr  on  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays  including  their  meals.  The  staff  consists  of  a band 
of  voluntary  v;orkers  vyith  a ratio  gr^eater  than  one  per  child,  and 
many  of  them  are  the  wives  of  Service  personnel  at  17ittering  RAP 
Station,  The  Centre  is  equipped  with  the  Children's  special  needs 
in  mind  so  as  to  stimulate  them  as  far  as  possible.  The  rest  from 
continuous  vigilance  and  care  for  the  mothers  is  of  enormous  value 
to  them.  They  can  shop  and  relax  knov;ing  their  children  are  being 
well  cared  for,  and  in  so  doing  return  refreshed  for  their  children 
and  their  routine  duties.  It  is  a most  humrjiitarian  cause  and  very 
worthy  of  our  support.  One  of  the  stumbling  blocks  which  is 
encountered  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  some  children  to  and  from 
the  Centre.  It  is  not  a Recognised  Treatment  Centre,  suffering  the 
disability  of  not  having  cost  the  Public  Authorities  anything  and  so 
the  ajnbulance  service  cannot  be  used.  Volunteers  and  their  cars  have 
to  be  used  instead  and  fuel  and  maintenance  are  very  expensive.  One 
would  v/ish  that  such  volunteers  could  be  paid  a token  amount  to 
cover  their  out  of  pocket  expenses  as  the  Social  Services  Depa-rtment 
do  in  some  Counties, 

The  Bourne  Health  Centre  is  flourishing  ajid  the  town  hc-s  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  Best  of  all,  it  is  a most  happy  place 
in  viiich  to  vyork  and  relations  bety/een  the  Staffs  y/ho  ;7ork  therein 
could  not  be  bettered.  This  atmosphere  can  only  be  reflected  in 
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the  wellbeing  of  the  patients  who  use  it. 

In  drav/ing  this  report  to  its  close,  I desire  to  thank 
Councillor  P,  Wilson  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  whole  hearted  support,  their  unfailing  courtesy  and 
continuing  interest  in  and  encouragement  of  all  facets  of  the 
Department’s  vrork,  I wish  again  to  say  Thank  You  to 
Mr,  M,  Silverwood  who  has  been  a great  support  vd.th  a good 
sense  of  humour  and  also  Mr,  J,  Blanchfield  who  has  shouldered 
his  burdens  with  much  efficiency  and  despatch, 

Mr,  F,  Mason  our  Clerk  has  always  been  very  ready  to  help 
however  busily  engaged  in  "Affairs  of  State"  and  Mr,  K,  Jordan  and 
Mr,  B,  Pashley  have  also  extended  willing  help  with  the  details 
embodied  in  this  report,  I wish  to  say  a special  ¥/ord  of  thanks 
to  Mrs,  Barbara  Parker  who  throughout  the  year  has  given 
invaluable  support  in  her  calm  efficient  \jay  ard  on  whom  the 
production  of  this  report  has  fallen  and  been  coped  with  so 
cheerfully. 

Finally,  I v/ish  to  thank  most  gratefully  my  colleagues 
Dr,  C,W,  Sv^eetnam  and  Dr,  G-,  Smith  who  have  most  kindly  stood 
in  for  me  when  I have  been  sway. 

In  conclusion  thank  you  all  - Hail  and  Farewell, 


H,  ELLIS  SinTH 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  HJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Boiirne. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  covering  the  work 
of  the  department  for  the  year  1972. 


PART  I - HOUSING 

General 

Of  all  social  changes  in  this  country  there  is  probably  none  which 
has  created  more  debate,  involved  more  capital  expenditure,  or  indeed 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  completely  altered,  than  housing  conditions. 
During  the  decade  immediately  after  the  war,  a vast  programme  of 
Municipal  housing  commenced  and  Bourne  certainly  did  its  best  to  provide 
as  quickly  as  possible  housing  units  and  in  fact  the  houses  erected  after 
1945,  form  a substantial  part  of  the  Council' s housing  stock. 

The  second  period  saw  a division  between  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise  building  and  again  quite  considerable  numbers  of  houses  of 
both  types  v/ere  erected  in  Bourne,  Towards  the  end  of  the  period  however, 
it  became  clear  that  the  resources  of  a lot  of  Local  Authorities  could 
be  diverted  into  other  fields  of  housing.  As  far  as  Bourne  is  concerned 
this  involved  a gradual  concentration  of  resources  into  the  acquisition 
of  older  houses  and  their  improvement,  together  with  the  provision  of 
flatlet  schemes,  which  satisfied  a need  for  providing  accommodation  for 
old  people.  It  will  be  noted  therefore  that  as  far  as  Local  Authority 
housing  is  concerned  in  Bourne,  during  recent  years  the  concentration  has 
been  on  the  improvement  of  old  houses  to  modern  standards,  both  those 
already  owned  and  erected  by  the  Council  in  the  20’ s and  30' s and  also 
those  properties  which  with  considerable  foresight,  the  Council  have 
acquired  over  the  years,  which  otherwise  would  probably  have  been 
demolished  or  allowed  to  become  unfit. 

The  past  year  has  shown  more  activity  in  all  the  various  fields  of 
housing  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case.  As  will  be  seen  in  this  section, 
the  Council  in  the  continuation  of  their  policy  of  improvement  schemes 
to  their  pre-war  housing,  are  now  rapidly  reaching  the  end  of  such  schemes 
and  have  now  progressed  further  into  the  sector  of  General  Improvement 
Areas,  Once  again  an  increase  in  the  private  housing  sector  by  v;ay  of 
improvement  grants  has  shovm  that  the  number  of  houses  which  may  be 
considered  sub-standard  in  the  light  of  modern  requirements,  are  being 
reduced  to  a considerable,  extent.  One  further  aspect  which  should  be 
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noted  is,  not  only  the  continuation  of  the  expansion  of  the  town  as 
regards  residential  developnent,  but  that  the  number  of  houses 
erected  and  completed  was  once  again  a record,  being  more  than  30% 
of  last  years  total  completions. 

The  tremendous  increase  of  work  in  the  department  did  not 
prevent  a survey  being  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Department 
of  Environment  Circular  50/72  Housing  Strategy  and  this  has  produced 
some  interesting  results,  although  they  did  indicate  that  the  housing 
situation  in  Bourne  can  be  considered  very  satisfactory. 

Erection  of  New  Dv/ellings 

For  some  years  now  this  section  of  the  report  has  always  described 
a steady  progress  in  the  number  of  houses  completed.  Last  year  was  in 
fact  a record  and  for  the  first  time  in  Bourne,  the  numbers  reached 
three  figures  when  103  dwellings  v/ere  completed.  In  that  report  I 
referred  to  previous  indications  of  the  approach  of  a small  boom  of 
housing  development  in  the  to’.m.  This  was  certainly  demonstrated  by 
the  numbers  completed  in  1971»  It  was  very  difficult  to  assess  what 
the  full  effect  of  house  construction  at  the  end  of  that  year  would  be 
for  the  year  of  1972,  although  I did  indicate  that  the  increase  of  houses 
under  construction  v/ould  not  have  its  full  effect  until  1972,  The  full 
results  of  the  proposals  laid  dov/n  in  the  previous  year  have  now  had 
considerable  effect  on  the  number  of  completed  houses.  Listed  below 
are  the  number  of  completions  for  the  last  five  years  and  I feel  that 
this  clearly  demonstrates  the  ever  increasing  expansion  of  the  town 
both  as  regards  the  extent  of  the  development  and  the  increased  load 
placed  on  the  Authority  in  respect  of  services  which  the  Council  provide. 
It  is  quite  clear  now  that  the  rapid  expansion  of  housing  developnent, 
which  has  been  a feature  of  1972,  did  not  leave  Bourne  behind  and  further 
the  number  of  houses  completed  in  Bourne  was  considerably  in  excess  of 
those  completed  in  the  surrounding  towns,  some  of  v/hich  are  far  larger 
than  Bourne.  IVith  the  release  of  further  large  areas  of  land,  which 
have  been  granted  Planning  Permission  and  sold  to  developers,  there  is 
good  reason  to  assume  that  this  development  will  not  only  continue  but 
there  is  almost  bound  to  be  once  again  a considerable  acceleration  in 
1973.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  well  over  300  dwellings  witl> 
detailed  Planning  I'ermission,  and  with  five  major  sites  in  operation, 
the  rate  of  completion  will  be  considerable.  The  number  of  houses  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  by  no  means  significant  of  the 
likely  effect  during  1973.  This  was  caused  principally  by  the  closing 
of  existing  sites  and  the  end  of  the  year  corresponded  with  the  final 
detailed  approvals  of  the  developments  referred  to  above.  In  conclusion 
the  year  ended  with  much  strain  on  the  resources  of  the  department  and 
it  would  appear  that  these  will  be  once  again  stretched  in  1973  and  in 
a far  greater  manner.  With  regard  to  the  services  vrhich  are  many  and 
varied  provided  by  the  department,  in  spite  of  the  increase  once  again, 
a proper  standard  was  maintained  as  far  as  possible  and  credit  must  go 
to  the  Council  as  a whole  in  providing  the  means  and  the  foresi^t  in 
so  many  directions  to  ensure  that  the  services  ere  immediately  available 
to  each  and  every  one  of  the  new  inhabitants  who  are  arriving  in  Bourne. 


Number  of  Houses 


the  Year 


ed  During 


Nuiaber  of*  Houses 
Tinder  Construction 
at  End  of  Year 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 


46 

61 

82 

103 

158 


35 

75 

56 

94 

51 


Improvement  Grants 

The  considerable  change  following  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act  1969  whereby  a remarkable  increase  in  the  publics  attitude  towards 
Improvement  Grants  was  noted,  continued  during  the  year.  It  was  shown 
that  in  1971  the  changes  in  Grants  and  also  the  publicity  campaign  given 
by  the  Department  of  the  Environment,  had  its  effect  on  the  number  of 
applications  forthcoming.  During  the  year,  the  number  of  Grants  once 
again  increased,  with  both  Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants,  As  was 
pointed  out  last  year,  the  detailed  examination  of  the  applications  do 
cause  a considerable  work  load. 

The  escalation  of  building  costs  during  1971  iiot  only  continued 
during  the  year  but  the  building  trade  appeared  to  be  overwhelmed  by 
orders  for  v/ork.  This  is  a National  problem  and  Bourne  is  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  the  rest  of  the  country.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  it  had  become  increasingly  difficult  for  applicants  to  obtain 
Tenders  for  work  to  be  done  due  to  the  fact  that  the  average  small 
builder  has  been  overwhelmed  x'dth  work.  There  is  very  little  likelihood 
of  this  situation  easing  during  the  forthcoming  year  and  this  difficulty 
has  no  doubt  applied  a brake  on  the  progressive  continuation  of 
Improvement  schemes  in  the  private  sector.  The  progression  of  the 
Improvement  Grants  since  its  inception  under  the  1957  Yot  has  now  reached 
the  stage  where  the  emphasis  on  improvements  as  far  as  Discretionary  Grants 
are  concerned  is  now  with  the  general  modernisation  of  kitchens,  central 
heating  installation  and  the  use  of  modem  methods  of  damp  prevention,  as 
opposed  to  the  provision  of  only  basic  amenities.  Standards  have  altered 
considerably  in  the  past  fifteen  years,  which  has  altered  the  whole 
complexion  of  Improvement  Grants, 

The  Council  can  now  claim  that  in  all  its  flatlet  schemes  and 
bungalows  for  old  people  central  heating  is  installed.  This  I reported 
last  year  was  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants,  During 
this  year  the  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  existing  housing  stock  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  installing  central 
heating  in  all  houses  where  tenants  agreed  to  pay  an  increase  of  £1,00 
per  T^eek  in  their  rent.  This  has  proved  very  popular  and  already  over 
fifty  installations  have  been  applied  for  althou^  of  course  no  grant 
aid  is  available.  The  large  improvement  schemes  to  pre-war  houses 
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continued  and  with  the  completion  of  the  last  of  the  old  peoples 
bungalows  last  year,  the  end  is  now  in  sight,  of  the  remaining 
Council  houses  which  were  built  between  the  wars,  being  completed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  last  houses  in  Harrington  Street  should 
be  fully  modernised  and  improved,  towards  the  end  of  1974.  The 
schemes  to  the  Harrington  Street  houses  do  involve  a considerable 
amount  of  work  and  despite  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  labour 
which  has  again  caused  serious  problems  during  the  year,  some  eighteen 
houses  were  completed.  In  addition  to  this  vrork  v;as  commenced  on  the 
improvement  to  the  cottages  in  Burghley  Street  which  were  purchased  by 
the  Council  some  years  ago  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will 
provide  four  satisfactory  housing  units. 

There  are  certain  other  houses  which  the  Council  have  acquired 
over  the  years  v/hich  now  remain  to  be  improved.  Instructions  have 
been  given  for  the  improvement  of  the  four  houses  in  Coggles  Causeway 
and  a scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation.  Difficulties  are  bound  to 
ejrise  hovvever  in  obtaining  Tenders  for  this  work  in  the  forthcoming 
year,  unless  there  is  a radical  change  in  the  demand  on  the  building 
trade. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  the  early  part  of  this  report  on  the 
Council  about  to  embark  on  a further  stage  of  dealing  with  housing.  The 
Council  over  the  past  years  have  acquired  many  houses  in  Wood  Viev7  and 
now  ovm  a substantial  proportion  of  this  area.  For  some  time  discussions 
have  taken  place  over  the  possibility  of  declaring  this  area  to  be  a 
General  Improvement  Area  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1969. 

The  work  involved  in  a scheme  of  this  type  is  considerable  and  more 
particularly  where  many  owners  and  tenants  are  involved.  The  general 
concept  of  this  Improvement  Area  is  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the  sixty 
nine  houses  and  to  prepare  a scheme  involving  all  of  the  land  v/ithin  the 
curtilage,  with  landscaping,  the  provision  of  nev;  roads,  street  lighting, 
garages  and  demolition  and  clearance  of  obstructive  and  dilapidated 
buildings  together  v/ith  house  improvements.  Land  to  the  rear  of  the  area 
has  already  been  earmarked  and  purchased  for  this  purpose,  in  order  to 
provide  sufficient  open  space  and  garden  ground  to  enable  the  scheme  to  be 
carried  out  in  a fully  comprehensive  manner.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the 
next  year,  the  Council’s  Architects,  v/ho  have  been  instructed  on  this  matter, 
v/ill  proceed  in  collaboration  v/ith  the  department.  Already  preliminary 
discussions  have  taken  place  v/ith  representatives  of  the  Department  of  the 
Environment. 

One  further  matter,  on  the  question  of  Improvement  Grants  v/hich  has 
caused  Local  Authorities,  Councillors  and  their  respective  Associations 
considerable  heax-tache  has  been  the  exploitation  in  some  areas  of  Grants, 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a fundamental  flaw  has  been  created  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  and  in  particular  the  R.igulations 
governing  the  conditions  of  Grant  whereby  there  is  no  condition  which 
relates  to  the  sale  of  improved  property.  Along  with  most  other 
Authorities,  this  Council  has  had  to  tolerate  the  approval  of  Grants  on 
properties  v/hich  have  been  sold  within  a matter  of  weeks  of  the  completion 
of  the  Grant  aid  work  and  the  resultant  payment  of  Grant  aid. 
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A condition  was  laid  do;'m  under  the  1957  Aot  providing  that  when  an 
owner  sold  property  which  had  "been  the  subject  of  Grant,  the  Grant 
had  to  he  paid  hack  the  amount  depending  upon  the  period  of  time 
between  the  payment  of  the  Grant  and  the  sale.  This  condition  was 
altered  to  some  extent  until  for  some  time  prior  to  1969  the  condition 
was  that  the  Grant  would  he  paid  hack  if  the  house  was  sold  before  a 
three  year  period  after  completion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
condition  severely  curtailed  any  suggestion  that  the  Improvement  Grant 
scheme  in  the  Country  was  being  misused.  During  the  past  tT/elve  months, 
representations  have  been  made  to  the  Minister  by  both  Local  Authority 
Associations,  Professional  Associations  and  indeed  individual  Members  of 
Parliament,  but  up  to  now  the  Minister  has  been  imable  to  accede  to  any 
suggestion  of  restraint  on  the  present  system.  This  is  I feel  a situation 
where  a comparatively  minor  condition  on  an  Improvement  Grant  approval 
could  offset  a tremendous  number  of  Grants  which  have  been  misused.  This 
is  not  of  course  to  say  there  is  anything  wrong  vTith  the  improvement  of 
the  many  thousands  of  properties  which  have  been  successf\xlly  saved  for 
the  National  housing  stock  v/hich  is  the  principal  object  of  the  Improve- 
ment Grant  system. 


Moveable  Di’/ellings 


There  is  now  only  one  licenced  caravan  site  in  the  district,  which 
is  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Slum  and  Old  Houses  - Overall 


During  June  a long  and  detailed  Circular  was  issued  by  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  in  relation  to  housing  conditions 
generally  and  Local  Authorities  were  asked  to  provide  not  only 
information  regarding  housing  conditions  within  their  area,  but  were 
also  asked  to  provide  the  Minister  vd.th  information  as  to  their  strategy 
for  the  future.  This  did  entail  the  department  with  a large  amoxmt  of 
work  when  an  inspection  and  survey  of  some  1+57  individual  properties 
were  carried  out.  This  survey  was  probably  the  most  comprehensive  survey 
of  the  housing  stock  of  the  to^vn,  which  has  been  c arried  out  and  the 
results,  together  with  recommendations  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  in  December.  It  was  suggested  that  the  outline  of  strategy  in 
dealing  with  the  matters  indicated  in  the  report  would  be  considered  at 
a meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  January. 


The  figures  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  survey  and  v/hich  are 
contained  in  the  schedule  below  indicate  that  housing  generally,  in  Bourne 
can  be  considered  satisfactory.  There  is  no  doubt  this  could  be  attributed 
to  the  very  considerable  housing  construction  prograirme  which  has  been 
carried  out  over  the  past  tv/enty  years.  Firstly  by  the  Council,  who 
erected  their  Ovna  estates  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town  in  the  post-war 
Council  house  programme,  and  secondly  the  now  very  large  expanding  private 
developments  which  are  being  carried  out.  One  of  the  most  illustrative 
figures  of  the  survey  shoii®  that  over  the  past  ten  years  the  housing  stock 
within  the  Urban  District  had  increased  by  one  third. 
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Owned  by  Local 
Authority  or 

Other 

Ovmershii 

New  Town 

Unfit  Dwelling  (a) 

1,  In  areas  already  declared  under 

Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

2,  In  other  areas  to  be  declared 
under  Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

3.  Not  in  Part  III  Areas 

A 

A.  Total  of  unfit  dwellings  (items  1 
plus  2 plus  3) 

A 

33 

Dwellings  Not  Unfit  (a) 

5,  Up  to  12  point  standard 

5A6 

1552 

6.  Capable  of  improvement  to  12 
point  standard 

77 

1A5 

7.  Not  capable  of  improvement  to  12 
point  standard 

li 

6 

Total  dwellings  in  the  area  (items  A 
plus  5 plus  6 plus  7) 

638 

1736 

PART  II  - FOOD  INSPECTION 

AND  HY&IENE 

The  two  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  are  both  owned 
by  Messrs,  T,’?,  Mays  & Sons  Ltd, 

i)  Eastgate  Abattoir 

The  throu^put  at  this  abattoir  has  maintained  an  increase  on  the 
figures  reached  during  the  previous  year,  Piorther  improvements  to  the 
facilities  provided  have  been  constructed  and  this  has  enabled  not  only 
an  increase  in  rate  of  throughput  but  has  also  facilitated  the  inspection 
proceedures. 


As  I reported  last  year  the  use  of  this  slaughterhouse  has  been 
reduced  considerably  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  horses 
slaughtered  this  year  was  nil,  although  the  service  for  dealing  with 
casualties  was  still  maintained.  It  was  apparent  towards  the  end  of  the 
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year,  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  small  slau^terhouse  was  not 
an  economical  proposition  and  therefore  the  days  of  one  of  the  four 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Country  for  the  horses  which  are  intended  for 
human  consumption,  were  numbered.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  firm 
will  renew  its  licence  for  the  forthcoming  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  maintenance  of  the  throughput  at  the  slaughterhouse  involves 
the  department  in  a considerable  amount  of  work.  One  of  the  problems 
has  been  that  the  slaughtering  during  the  week  is  carried  out  in  three 
days  and  this  does  mean  that  inspection  has  had  to  be  carried  out  very 
often  during  the  evening,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  meat  trade  is 
unaffected.  Again  this  year,  the  general  standard  of  animals  has 
remained  at  a very  high  level  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of 
diseased  conditions  have  been  very  few. 


Once  again,  only  in  a few  isolated  cases  has  Avian  type  of 
tuberculosis  in  pigs  occurred  and  these  again  have  been  localised 
lesions  associated  with  the  head. 

Fisheries  and  Food 

The  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Department,  Mr,  J, M,  Gilmour,  has 
again  made  local  visits  to  the  office  when  joint  inspections  have  been 
made  of  the  abattoir.  This  close  liaison  has  I am  sure  created  an 
excellent  means  of  achieving  a high  standard  as  is  possible  at  the 
abattoir  and  the  slaughtering  facilities  provided. 


i)  Knackers  Yard  - The  Slipe 

The  change  in  ownership  of  these  premises  during  last  year  has 
had  its  repercussions  in  several  directions.  Firstly  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  v/ork  carried  out  on  the  premises 
and  the  improvements  to  the  system  of  odour  control  which  was  in  the 
progress  of  installation  last  year  has  now  been  completed.  During  the 
construction  v/ork,  complaints  did  occur  when  there  was  no  odour  control 
system  working,  but  immediately  the  new  system  came  into  operation,  an 
improvement  was  discernible.  There  have  been  three  breakdowns  during 
the  year,  which  did  cause  odour  complaints,  from  the  eastern  side  of  the 
town.  Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  of  the  premises  in  order  to 
maintain  as  far  as  possible  control  over  this  extremely  obnoxious 
operation. 


ii) 


:ions  1965 


Milk  ?;as  supplied  throughout  the  Urban  District  by  the  following 
retailers: - 
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M.  Bradshaw  - 
D.  & G-,  Clarey,  North  Road  - 
H,  Moisey  & Sons,  Meadov/gate  - 
Budgen  & Co.  - 
K cS:  C Sewell  (Mace)  - 
M, M.  Tabor  - 
Peterborough  & District 


Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 


Co-operative  Society 
Choc  Box 
R, Clements 
V G Cross  Bros, 


Own  Dairies 

Supplied  by  Peterborough  Co-op. 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 


There  are  no  suppliers  of  untreated  milk. 

The  table  in  Appendix  E gives  the  details  of  the  results  of  examination 
of  milk  from  the  suppliers. 


As  shovm  in  Appendix  P some  nine  samples  were  taken  of  ice  cream  in 
various  premises  in  the  tovim.  It  has  been  the  general  policy  to  cover  only 
to  a small  degree  sampling  of  National  producers  of  ice  cream  which  in  any 
case  are  covered  by  many  other  Authorities,  The  main  principle  has  always 
been  to  closely  check  on  the  question  of  storage,  and  regular  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  on  all  premises  in  the  town,  \7hich  sell  this  commodity. 

Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 

The  number  of  premises  covered  by  these  Regulations  have  remained 
approximately  the  same,  there  being  only  one  additional  premises  to  the 
figure  last  year  of  80,  There  is  in  addition  of  course,  the  various  stalls 
and  mobile  shops  covered  by  the  Pood  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  1966.  It  has  been  very  difficult  during  the  year  to 
carry  out  regular  inspectionsof  these  premises.  However,  weekly  inspections 
are  made  of  the  market  and  stallholders  have  been  made  aware  at  various 
times  of  their  obligations  under  the  Regulations,  Once  again  the  general 
standard  of  premises  ¥/as  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  apart  from  one  or 
two  isolated  instances,  occupiers  of  premises  are  maintaining  good  hygienic 
conditions, 

v)  Pood  Complaints 

During  the  year  several  complaints  were  received  in  the  department 
regarding  the  condition  of  foodstuffs  which  have  been  bought  in  the  town. 

The  details  of  these  complaints  are  given  below  and  are  indicative  of  the 
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v;ide  range  of  foods  in  which  trouble  can  occur.  In  all  these  cases 
enquiries  were  undertaken  and  reports  received  on  the  various  reasons 
as  to  why  these  conditions  occur.  As  1 stated  in  my  last  report,  the 
results  of  investigations  into  complaints  of  this  nature  do  provide 
the  important  factor  of  ensuring  that  not  only  are  firms  made  aware  of 
their  responsibilities  but  are  also  indirectly  responsible  for  improve- 
ments being  carried  out  at  the  point  of  manufacture. 

Flour  Moth  in  an  apple  turnover 
Niringin  in  Grapefruit  Juice 
Aluminium  stains  in  Yoghort 
Sour  Cream 

Foreign  body  in  bread  roll 
Oxidation  staining  in  a tin  of  peas. 


vi)  Registration  of  Food  Premises  - Section  l6 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  - 8 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  - 28 


PART  III  - mvmommuj^x  health 

a)  Water  Supplies 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  area  is  supplied  v/ith  means  of  water  by  the 
South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  but  there  remains  several  private  supplies 
which  for  one  reason  or  another  are  still  in  use.  These  supplies  are 
checked  with  the  taking  of  regular  bacteriological  samples.  The  results 
indicate  them  all  to  be  satisfactory  with  one  exception,  a resulting 
inspection  found  a fault  in  the  distribution  system. 

Bourne  Sv/imming  Pool 

Following  the  opening  last  year  of  the  new  plant  at  the  swimming  pool, 
this  year  has  been  the  first  experience  of  a full  and  extended  season  ?;hen 
the  heating  plant  and  new  filtration  plant  were  in  operation.  The 
installation  of  the  new  plant  last  year,  already  provided  proof  of  its 
capabilities  in  dealing  with  whatever  demands  v/ere  placed  upon  it. 
Unfortunately  the  season  at  the  swimming  pool  was  an  extremely  poor  one, 
and  only  on  one  occasion  were  numbers  using  the  pool  at  any  one  time, 
approaching  the  figures  on  many  individual  days  last  year. 

The  regular  taking  of  samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  as  will 
be  seen  in  Appendix  H clearly  indicate  that  the  results  throughout  the 
season  were  satisfactory,  in  addition  to  which  of  course,  the  services  of 
Mr,  Maxfield  the  Council's  Chemist  were  very  helpful  as  far  a chemical 
examinations  of  water  were  concerned.  The  standard  of  the  water  remained 
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constant  throughout  the  season,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  most  important 
and  attractive  amenity  in  the  tovm  ’d.11  deserve  better  support,  use  and 
weather  during  next  year.  The  use  of  the  pool  by  the  various  schools  in 
the  district  has  provided  the  children  of  the  area  with  an  opportunity  of 
learning  to  swim  in  water  of  a comfortable  temperature  irrespective  of 
weather  conditions  and  this  has  been  a most  important  factor  in  the 
swimming  instruction  of  school  children, 

® ) Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Once  again  the  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the 
Peterborou^  and  District  Memorial  Hospital  has  been  used  by  the 
department  to  a considerable  extent  and  once  again  I vrould  like  to  place 
on  record  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation  of  Dr.  Olencross  and  his  staff 
for  their  continued  help  and  advice. 

d)  Public  Cleansing 

i)  Refuse  Collection 

The  enormous  increase  of  residential  development  during  the  year 
as  can  be  appreciated,  has  placed  a considerable  burden  on  the  refuse 
collection  staff.  The  existing  staff  and  equipment,  until  this  year,  had 
remained  unchanged  for  over  seven  years,  and  although  an  increase  year  by 
year  in  the  number  of  collections  has  been  achieved,  the  refuse  collection 
service  has  always  been,  I feel,  excellent.  It  is  perhaps  fortianate  that 
the  year  has  shovm  two  major  alterations  and  improvements  which  has  gone 
a long  way  to  compensating  for  this  ever  increasing  demand.  Firstly  the 
new  vehicle  Tjhich  was  ordered  during  last  year,  came  into  operation  and 
because  this  vehicle  is  considerably  larger  than  its  predecessor,  the 
timq  consuming  journey  to  the  tip  has  been  reduced  to  a minimum,  in  fact 
the  journeys  to  the  tip  can  be  arranged  at  appropriate  times  to  suit  the 
method  of  collection  street  by  street.  It  is  quite  possible  with  this 
vehicle  to  go  to  the  tip  at  suitable  times  such  as  the  end  of  the  day  or 
immediately  before  the  lunch  break.  The  former  vehicle,  because  of  its 
inadequate  capacity  to  cope  with  modern  type  of  refuse,  some  times  had  to 
make  four  or  five  journeys  to  the  tip  each  day,  this  has  now  been  reduced 
to  tv/o  and  the  obvious  resultant  saving  in  time.  The  second  matter  vdiich 
has  entailed  considerable  office  work  has  been  the  introduction  of  an 
Incentive  Bonus  Scheme,  With  the  help  of  the  V/ork  Study  staff  of  the 
County  Council,  this  scheme  was  introduced  in  the  Spring  and  although 
many  difficulties  were  expected,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  staff,  the 
transition  worked  very  smoothly.  The  working  out  of  the  new  collection 
schedules  and  the  physical  measurement  of  work  entailed  a heavy  wrk  load 
in  the  department,  but  nevertheless  the  operatives  co-operated  fully  and 
the  system  is  working  satisfactorily.  One  feature  of  the  new  scheme  has 
been  the  fact  that  the  operatives  are  to  a certain  extent  given  a free 
hand,  providing  the  service  is  maintained  and  this  is  proved  to  be 
extremely  useful  when  there  have  been  breaks  for  Public  holidays.  I 
consider  that  the  collection  service  which  has  always  been  very  satisfactory 
in  Bourne,  has  in  fact  been  improved  in  that  the  time  taken  for  the  getting 
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back  to  the  normal  collection  schedule,  after  such  breaks,  including 
breakdoims,  has  been  much  less. 

Normally  the  rate  payers  in  the  town  have  learned  to  expect  a 
regular  collection  on  a particular  day  and  usually  not  only  on  a particular 
day  but  a specific  time  during  the  day,  and  in  spite  of  the  alterations  to 
the  service  and  more  especially  the  expansion  of  the  nev;  estates,  this  has 
been  maintained  at  a high  level, 

ii)  Trade  Refuse 

The  increase  in  the  town  of  commercial  business  which  has  meant  not 
only  the  provision  of  new  shops,  but  also  the  expansion  of  factories  and 
other  businesses,  meant  an  increase  once  again  in  the  trade  refuse 
collection  service  last  year.  For  the  first  time  extra  days  have  had  to 
be  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  trade  refuse  and  due  to  several 
larger  businesses  demanding  this  service,  other  staff  have  had  to  be  brought 
in  on  the  trade  refuse  collection  days.  Charges  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  ^ct  1936  for  trade  refuse  collection  have  always  been  of  a 
somewhat  controversial  nature,  but  nevertheless  the  Council  are  legally 
bound,  if  they  do  carry  out  such  a collection,  to  make  a charge, 

iii)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  tipping  of  refuse  from  the  town  along  the  old  railway  cutting  on 
the  western  side  of  the  town  has  continued.  During  the  previous  year  or 
more,  the  depth  of  this  cutting  v;as  very  shallow  and  rapid  progress  v/as 
made  along  the  line.  However,  during  this  year,  following  the  demolition 
of  the  bridge  twelve  months  previously,  the  depth  of  the  cutting  is  now 
increasing,  which  of  course  does  to  a certain  extent,  help  in  not  having 
too  far  a distance  of  unconsolidated  pit  roadway.  The  length  of  cutting 
from  the  Klondyke  to  the  side  of  the  old  railway  bridge  v;as  cleared  and 
considerable  vrork  was  carried  out  in  levelling  and  grading  the  site  during 
the  year,  preparatory  to  soiling  over  and  handing  back  to  the  owners.  It 
is  hoped  that  during  the  early  part  of  next  year,  this  work  will  be  carried 
out  and  a satisfactory  area  of  reclaimed  land  v/ill  be  provided. 

The  modern  problem  of  very  light  refuse  gets  greater  every  year. 

Refuse  constituents  get  more  bulky  and  considerably  less  in  weight,  due 
to  modern  methods  of  packaging  etc. , and  I feel  that  the  days  of  crude 
tipping,  in  spite  of  all  precautions  taken  are  rapidly  come  to  a close. 

The  problems  in  dealing  with  refuse  in  these  modern  times  clearly  indicate 
a demand  even  v;hen  refuse  is  only  tipped  of  pulverisation  and  during  the 
process  of  pulverisation,  many  salvageable  items  could  be  taken  out.  It  is 
of  course  impossible  for  small  Authorities  to  contemplate  disposal  of  refuse 
by  pulverisation  and/or  incineration  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  not 
too  distant  future,  the  centralised  disposal  of  refuse  will  be  the  answer 
for  most  Local  Authorities  and  with  the  consequent  provision  of  expensive 
disposal  plants. 

The  future  of  the  Bourne  tip  is  now  quite  clearly  limited  and  I would 
consider  that  its  capacity  v/ill  have  been  reached  v/ithin  the  next  three 
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years,  in  which  time  no  doubt  other  facilities  will  be  available. 

One  further  service  has  been  provided  this  year  for  the  public, 
this  is  the  opening  of  the  tip  during  certain  hours,  including  weekends 
for  private  householders  to  dispose  of  their  refuse.  This  has  been  a 
facility  which  obviously,  from  the  use  being  given  to  it,  is  much  appre- 
ciated in  the  town  and  I feel  sure  such  a service  is  one  way  of  avoiding 
indiscriminate  tipping  in  the  countryside  of  all  types  of  unwanted 
materials.  Even  so,  this  does  not  prevent  completely  irresponsible 
members  of  the  community  from  indiscriminato  dumping  and  Bourne  has 
suffered  from  this  during  the  year.  Such  use  of  the  tip  and  indeed  its 
normal  use,  has  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  become  necessary 
for  a responsible  employee  to  be  on  duty  at  certain  times  of  opening. 

This  has  proved  successful  and  prevented  many  problems  which  had  arisen 
in  recent  years. 

v)  Street  Cleansing 

The  mechanisation  of  street  cleansing  last  year  by  the  Council's 
Highway  Committee  proved  during  the  year  its  value  in  relation  to 
productivity  and  help  to  labour  demand.  Once  again  this  year  the 
number  of  new  roads  built  in  the  town  placed  an  ever  increasing  burden 
on  street  cleansing  capacity. 

All  public  highways  in  the  town  receive  a weekly  visit  from  the 
street  cleansing  vehicle.  The  problem  of  litter  continued  to  cause  its 
usual  headaches  and  in  spite  of  the  streets  and  footpaths  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  being  attended  to  regularly  each  day,  seven  days  a vreek, 
there  has  been  no  noticeable  improvement  in  the  attitude  of  some  members 
of  the  public  who  behave  like  the  proverbial  'litter  bug'.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  national  anti-litter  campaign  will  prove  of  some  success  in 
forthcoming  years. 

The  cleansing  of  street  gulleys  on  all  public  highways  in  the 
district  was  carried  out  once  again  on  a twice  yearly  basis. 

e)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  194-9 

Again  throughout  the  year  Mr,  Baker  has  undertaken  all  the  rodent 
control  in  the  area  in  his  usual  very  efficient  and  conscientious  manner. 
Despite  criticism  of  inefficiency  often  levelled  at  small  local  Authorities 
I do  feel  that  the  public  in  Bourne  could  not  have  a better  service  in 
this  respect,  rarely  having  to  wait  more  than  twenty  four  hours  before 
their  complaints  are  dealt  with.  The  number  of  cases  requiring  attention 
is  such  as  to  cause  little  concern  and  must,  I feel,  reflect  the  hi^ 
standard  of  control  in  operation  in  the  district.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  the  normal  annual  sewer  treatment  was  undertaken,  this  involves 
the  baiting  of  some  ten  per  cent  of  the  sewer  inspection  chambers  in  the 
district,  examining  for  takes,  and  treating  with  poison  bait  where  necessary. 
As  can  be  expected  this  job  is  of  much  greater  magnitude  as  each  year  goes 
by  and  the  sewerage  system  proliferates,  I am  happy  to  report  that  the 


purvey  this  y@ar  revealed  no  takes  and  therefore  no  problems  of  sewer 
infestation* 

In  viev/  of  the  fact  that  all  insect  complaints  are  dealt  with  by 
I'.Ir,  Baker,  I feel  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  refer  to  his  work  as 
pest  control  rather  than  rodent  control.  The  other  cases  dealt  v/ith 
during  the  year  are,  ants  - twelve,  wasps  nest  - eight,  red  mite  - one, 
clover  mite  - one  and  coclcro aches  - three. 


Unfortionately  last  year  this  section  of  the  report  contained  a case 
of  bed  bugs  v/hich  it  was  stated  was  the  first  for  many  years  and  an 
isolated  incident.  Happily  I am  able  to  report  that  no  such  cases  occurred 
this  year  and  no  premises  have  been  found  to  be  verminous. 


These  Acts  are  concerned  with  atmospheric  pollution  and  its  control 
but  once  again  Bourne  has  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  its  rural  siting  and 
there  has  been  little  recourse  to  use  them.  The  people  of  1972  quite 
rightly  are  reluctant  to  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  solid  f\iel  v/hen 
presented  with  other  cleaner  more  efficient  and  often  cheaper  alternatives 
and  this  attitude  is  beneficial  in  the  reduction  of  both  domestic  and 
industrial  atmospheric  pollution. 

Several  new  industrial  plants  have  been  installed  during  the  year  but 
no  problems  have  been  encountered  since  the  installation  conditions  laid 
down  by  my  department  have  been  readily  accepted  and  complied  with. 

Again  this  year  there  have  been  a few  instances  of  dark  smoke  from 
industrial  and  trade  premises  causing  nuisance.  In  all  these  cases  however 
when  the  offenders  were  visited  they  v/ere  quick  to  realise  their  mistake  and 
showed  no  opposition  in  taking  remedial  action. 

g)  Factories  Act  1961 

The  majority  of  the  work  of  this  department  in  connection  with  the 
above  Act  involves  the  inspection  of  sanitary  accommodation  only,  since  all 
other  aspects  of  power  factories  are  dealt  \7ith  by  the  Factory  Inspector, 

It  seems  strange  that  tills  anomily  has  not  yet  been  sorted  out  and  that  such 
duplication  of  visits  is  necessary  especially  when  one  realises  that  the 
sanitary  accommodation  of  the  offices  within  the  factories  is  inspected  by 
the  Factory  Inspector, 

Inspections  under  this  Act  do  reveal  however  what  an  extremely 
difficult  job  it  is  to  maintain  these  facilities  in  a reasonable  standard 
owing  to  their  gross  misuse.  Despite  this  however,  the  contraventions  are 
brought  to  notice  and  remedial  action  is  generally  positive  if  a little  slow. 


h)  Offices. 


The  above  Act  is  designed  to  safeguard  the  employees  and  ensure  tolerable 
working  conditions.  Happily  I can  report  this  year  that  most  of  the  premises 
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visited  were  in  good  condition  and  any  defects  found  were  of  a minor 
nature,  requiring  only  verbal  or  informal  notices. 

If  any  person  employed  to  work  in  premises  to  which  this  i^.ct 
applies  is  involved  in  an  accident  on  the  premises  and  is  thereby 
unable  to  carry  out  his  normal  work  for  more  than  three  days,  the 
employer  is  required  to  notify  the  facts  of  the  accident  to  the  Local 
i^uthority  for  investigation.  Luring  the  last  tv/o  years  however  no 
such  notifications  have  been  received,  and  one  cannot  help  but  wonder 
v/hether  employers  always  comply  with  this  requirement. 


Once  again  this  year  the  duty  of  annual  inspections  and  relicencing 
of  premises  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  has  been  carried  out, 
liTiilst  all  of  these  premises  were  in  a reasonably  satisfactory  condition 
it  seems  strange  that  each  year  quite  a fev/  always  have  minor  details  in 
need  of  attention.  It  appeared,  this  year  that  many  premises  were  v/ithout 
or  had  misplaced  the  relevant  display  notices  required  under  the  Regu- 
lations and  it  was  found  necessary  to  supply  these  people  names  and 
addresses  of  firms  from  which  these  notices  could  be  obtained.  Again 
I would  like  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer  for  the  invaluable  help  and  co-operation  of  himself  and  his  staff 
in  connection  v^ith  this  'work, 

j ) Noise  Control  - Nowise  Abatement  Act  I960 

It  is  fast  becoming  accepted  that  complaints  of  noise  are  far  more 
serious  than  used  to  be  thought.  The  effects  of  noise  on  the  mind, 
especially  at  times  and  places  when  one  expects  to  be  free  from  noise, 
can  lead  to  serious  cases  of  unrest  and  depression.  It  is  v;ith  relief 
therefore  that  I can  report  that  only  two  complaints  regarding  the  same 
premises  in  the  so  called  industrial  area  of  Bourne  have  been  received 
throughout  the  year.  On  the  occasion  of  the  first  complaint  v/orks 
were  undertaken  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  level  of  noise  and  the  operation 
of  the  works  was  re-arranged  such  as  to  reduce  the  noise  level  to  a 
minimum  during  the  late  hours.  On  the  occasion  of  the  second  complaint 
sound  level  readings  were  taken  and  the  results  indicated  that  at  that 
time  no  real  nuisance  existed. 

It  does  seem  unfortunate  hov/ever  that  people  v/ho  have  lived  in  an 
area  long  enough  to  see  status  change  from  predominently  residential  to 
predominantly  industrial  should  have  to  suffer  any  nuisance  in  this  way 
but  as  stated  in  my  previous  report  this  can  occur  without  any  apparent 
contravention  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  laws. 


The  town  still  has  only  one  licenced  pet  shop  v/hich  has  caused 
little  concern  throu^out  the  year.  Problems  with  rodents  were 
encountered  during  the  middle  of  the  year,  but  this  was  cured  by  the 
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use  of  metal  bins  for  the  storage  of  pet  goods  and  a fev/  visits  from 
llir.  Baker. 

The  Animal  Boarding  establishment  on  Meadow  Drove  is  now 
in  nev/  ownership  and  xms  relicenced  during  the  year.  All  the  v/orks 
requested  were  carried  out  immediately  and  effectively  and  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  these  premises  no  longer  cause  the  headache  of  previous  years. 

The  inspection  and  surpervision  of  the  Riding  establishment  on 
Spalding  Road  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County, 

l)  Public  Conveniences 

The  report  last  year  on  the  two  blocks  of  public  conveniences 
provided  by  the  Council  in  South  Street  and  Recreation  Road,  indicated 
less  damage  than  the  previous  year.  The  damage  caused  by  vandals  this 
year  has  necessitated  the  replacements  of  two  w. c.  pans  and  one  wash  hand 
basin  in  addition  the  v/aste  pipe  to  the  basin  was  stripped.  The  attention 
v/hich  these  conveniences  require  has  necessitated  an  increase  in  the  working 
hours  spent  on  cleansing.  Problems  of  maintaining  a good  standard  of 
cleanliness  particularly  in  the  ladies  toilets  resulted  in  a lady  cleaner 
being  appointed.  The  number  of  hours  being  worked  now  enables  the  toilets 
to  be  attended  to  both  in  the  morning  and  the  afternoon,  this  does  not 
prevent  unfortunately  complaints  being  received  during  certain  times  of 
the  day. 

One  interesting  aspect  which  occured  during  the  year,  and  was 
persistent  for  some  time,  was  the  placing  of  chips  both  in  the  flushing 
system  of  the  toilets  and  urinals,  this  entailed  an  enormous  amount  of  work 
as  the  whole  of  the  sparge  pipes  were  completely  choked  rendering  the 
flushing  action  completely  useless. 


Conclusion 

In  concluding  this  years  Annual  Report  I must  express  my  appreciation 
to  all  the  various  members  of  the  staff  and  colleagues  who  have  helped 
during  this  extremely  heavy  year. 

It  is  always  very  easy  in  a report  such  as  this  to  elaborate  on  the 
many  difficulties  and  put  forward  various  claims  on  the  amount  of  work 
which  has  been  carried  out  during  the  previous  year.  However,  I would 
think  that  there  are  very  few  rate  payers,  let  alone  members  of  Council, 
who  are  not  aware  of  the  very  rapid  grovrbh  and  expansion  of  the  town.  It 
is ^ there  for  all  to  see  and  the  increase  in  business  in  the  town  and  the 
quite  oovious  increase  of  the  number  of  people  living  in  the  town,  is  more 
than  ample  evidence  of  the  work  load,  I mentioned  in  my  report  last  year 
that  the  staff  was  precisely  the  same  in  number  as  it  had  been  for  over 
twenty  years.  The  workload  in  the  department  had  reached  such  a stage 
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during  the  year,  that  the  appointment  of  Teohnioal  Assistant  v;as  agreed 
to  and  Mr,  R,  Barwell  commenced  duties  in  August  and  has  proved  extremely 
capable. 

The  department  has  shown  other  changes  in  its  staff.  During  March 
v/e  lost  both  Mr,  P,  Nutt,  the  i^.dditional  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
also  typist  Miss  S,  Narasimham,  Ivlr,  Nutt  had  settled  well  in  the 
department  and  he  had  become  very  much  involved  in  all  the  many  aspects 
of  the  work.  We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  him  and  wish  him  v/ell  in  his 
venture  to  work  for  the  Zambian  Government,  His  position  was  talcen  up 
by  Ifir,  J,  Blanchfield  who  has  proved  a cheerful  and  worthy  successor. 
Almost  as  soon  as  Mr,  Blanchfield  commenced  vcrk,  he  became  very  quickly 
involved  in  the  Housing  Survey  which  has  created  such  a large  amount  of 
vrork  in  the  department  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  settling  so 
quickly  into  ne\7  surroundings  and  a new  area.  The  resignation  of 
Miss  Narasimham  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  Mrs,  B,A,  Parker  who  has 
proved  an  enormous  help  to  Mrs,  Larkinson  in  the  General  Office,  The 
department  is  very  fortunate  in  having  two  very  efficient  and  capable 
ladies.  The  General  office  of  the  department  is  where  all  telephone 
calls  and  visitors  come  through  and  the  counter  is  almost  continually 
occupied  with  receiving  the  many  visitors  who  are  here  to  make  complaints, 
enquiries  and  for  various  other  reasons,  in  addition  to  which  of  course, 
employees  come  in  for  instructions  and  orders.  One  can  only  pay  tribute 
to  the  two  members  of  the  clerical  staff,  Mrs,  Larkinson  and  Mrs,  Ihrker 
who  are  responsible  for  conducting  this  part  of  the  administration, 
particularly  "when  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  work  of  a clerical 
nature  is  being  interrupted  by  necessary  attention  at  the  counter.  Last 
year  mention  was  made  of  the  difficulties  which  Mrs,  Larkinson  had  for  so 
many  years  having  to  train  a different  clerk  each  year  and  fortionately 
Mrs,  Parker  has  proved  one  of  the  most  capable  of  the  six  appointments 
which  have  been  made  to  the  position  in  the  six  years  I have  been  here. 
Having  mentioned  the  turnover  of  staff  in  the  department  in  spite  of 
the  difficulties  v/hich  this  entails,  the  work  must  go  on,  and  indeed  does, 

V/ith  the  expansion  of  the  town,  the  Council’s  Assistant  Surveyor  and 
Building  Inspector,  Mr,  Pashley,  has  always  accepted  the  increased  work 
load  placed  upon  him,  and  at  the  same  time  has  rendered  invaluable 
assistance  in  all  the  increasing  duties  and  work  which  has  been  laid 
upon  the  department  and  as  I mentioned  previously,  while  the  departments 
compliment  has  remained  static,  the  work  load  has  been  accepted.  I must 
also  mention  Mrs,  J,  Larkinson  who  has  during  the  past  year  had  to  deal 
vd-th  a large  amount  of  additional  work  associated  not  only  with  the 
increased  work  of  the  department,  but  also  other  matters.  Many  times 
she  has  had  to  come  back  to  the  office  at  various  odd  times  in  order  to 
relieve  the  work. 

No  Authority  can  work  efficiently  or  effectively  without  Senior 
Officers  working  together  as  a team.  This  does  happen  in  some  Authorities 
where  the  relationship  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but  in  Bourne  I am 
extremely  fortunate  in  having  two  co-operative  colleagues  in  the  Clerk, 
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Mr,  F,  Mason  and  the  Treasurer,  Mr,  K,  Jordan.  V/hen  Officers  work 
together,  the  work  of  all  staff  is  rendered  far  more  easily  and  I must 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  happy  team  which  I feel  we  are. 

In  mentioning  members  of  the  staff  I must  conclude  with  my  thanks 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr,  Ellis  Smith.  At  no  time  when  I have 
approached  him  on  particular  problems,  no  matter  hov/  difficult  or  ho\7 
awk?7ard,  has  has  he  always  approached  the  problem  with  his  normal  dry  humour 
and  extremely  skilful  advice?  The  relationship  in  this  area  between  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer  is  first  class  andhas  always 
been  so  since  I was  appointed,  I knov;  that  all  my  Public  Health  Inspector 
colleagues  from  the  two  other  Authorities,  vfhich  he  is  associated  v«rith, 
wholeheartedly  agree  that  he  is  an  excellent  colleague  to  vrork  with. 

Once  again  this  year,  the  appointment  of  the  Joint  Chemist  by  this 
Council  and  its  rural  neighbour,  has  proved  an  invaluable  specialist 
appointment  from  many  aspects.  Originally  Mr.  Maxfield  was  appointed  as 
a sev7age  works  Chemist  and  indeed  a substantial  amount  of  his  work  is 
involved  primarily  with  the  examination  and  advice  on  the  treatment  of 
sev/age.  Nevertheless,  he  has  shovm  that  his  specialist  knowledge  is 
invaluable  in  a lot  of  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  department  and  one  now 
wonders  how  the  Council  managed  without  his  services.  My  thanks  are  due  for 
all  his  advice  and  information  which  he  provides  the  department  with, 

I cannot  conclude  without  mentioning  the  work  which  has  been  involved 
with  the  question  of  re-organisation.  In  July  various  V/orking  Groups  of 

Officers  were  set  up  to  formulate  policies  and  obtain  information  for  the 

purpose  of  providing  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  five  Authorities  vjho  will 
comprise  Lincolnshire  District  No,  6 of  a system  in  order  that  the 
amalgamation  of  the  five  be  effected  ^7ith  the  minimum  of  difficulty.  This 
has  involved  certain  members  of  the  staff  with  an  avrf*ul  lot  of  WDrk  v/hich, 
whilst  not  benefitting  the  town  at  the  present  time,  is  certainly  extremely 
necessary  for  the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the  future  image  of  Local 

Government  as  far  as  Bourne  is  concerned,  will  be  as  helpful  and  as  readily 

available  as  it  has  alv/ays  been  in  spite  of  all  its  alleged  failings  in 
the  past. 

In  all  the  many  aspects  of  the  work  v/hich  is  carried  out  an  Officer 
must  have  as  far  as  possible  the  confidence  of  his  Chairman  and  members, 

I have,  during  the  past  year,  received  much  help  by  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  There  have  been  occasions  when  I 
feel  sure  advice  presented  to  the  Committee  has  been  very  difficult  to 
receive  and  on  occasions  of  very  hi^  capital  cost.  Of  all  aspects  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  the  persistence  in  pushing  forward  the  surface 
water  drainage  scheme  and  the  major  extensions  to  the  sewage  works,  vri.ll 
I am  sure  bear  fruit  in  the  next  year.  These  tv;o  schemes  of  very  high 
capital  cost,  mean  so  much  to  the  future  generations  of  the  town,  and  I 
am  sure  that  by  the  end  of  the  next  year  the  Committee  will  be  viell 
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satisfied  that  these  schemes  will  be  virell  in  hand  in  spite  of  the 
many  setbacks  which  they  have  had  during  the  current  year. 

This  Report  would  not  I feel  be  adequate,  without  saying  a few 
words  regarding  the  subject  of  re-organisation  of  Local  Government, 

Due  to  various  administrative  matters  leading  up  to  the  re-organisation 
and  transfer  to  the  new  South  Kesteven  District  Authority  on  1st  April 
1974,  this  will  be  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Bourne  Urban  District, 

The  Annual  Reports  which  are  presented  each  year  to  the  Council  to 
provide  for  posterity,  a marvellous  detailed  history  of  the  social  and 
administrative  life  of  the  town.  I have  spent  many  hours  reading 
Aknnual  Reports  of  30,  40  and  50  years  ago  and  one  of  the  unfortunate 
side  effects  of  re-organisation  is  that  a detailed  study  and  the  pro- 
vision of  data  regarding  the  tovm  of  Bourne,  will  no  longer  be  available 
or  possible.  This  Report  therefore,  which  is  one  required  by  Statute, 
is  the  last  of  a long  line  of  similar  Reports,  which  year  by  year  have 
given  an  extremely  detailed  picture  not  only  on  the  public  health  of 
the  District,  but  also  many  other  interesting  items,  which  are  part  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  this  department. 

Re-organisation  is  upon  all  of  us  associated  with  Local  Governi:ient 
whether  it  be  Councillor  or  Official,  There  have  been  many  arguments 
put  forward  for  its  re-organisatxon  over  a great  many  years,  and  indeed 
there  are  possibly  very  few  Members  or  Officials  who  cannot  agree  that 
there  is  a necessity  for  an  overhaul  of  an  administrative  set  up,  which 
has  remained  unchanged  since  before  the  turn  of  the  century.  It  could 
also  be  said  that  there  would  never  be  full  agreement  as  to  how  the  new 
administration  ought  to  be  reorganised,  I do  not  wish  as  a Chief  Officer 
to  dv;ell  too  much  on  the  past,  although  I have  always  been  a great 
believer  that  the  past  certainly  creates  the  foundation  on  v/hich  to  build 
on  and  the  lessons  learned  from  the  past  ought  in  turn,  at  least  to  teach 
us  through  experience,  the  v/ay  to  better  methods  of  dealing  v^ith  Local 
Government  administration.  Unfortunately  as  so  often  happens  there  is 
never  a more  true  saying  than  ’history  repeats  itself’  - It  has  done  over 
the  centuries,  and  lessons  do  seem  never  to  be  learned,  both  on  a large 
scale  and  indeed  in  many  small  aspects,  . 

The  essense  of  Local  Government  really  is  in  the  meaning  of  the  two 
words  themselves,  and  I can  think  of  no  better  description,  than  this 
general  term  to  describe  what  Local  Authorities  are  all  about.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  new  District  Authority  will  at  least  endeavour  to  preserve  the 
Local  j uthority/Public  relationship,  which  I knov/  the  majority  of  small 
Local  iiuthorities,  with  all  their  many  failings,  have  maintained. 

In  spite  of  all  the  mass  media  type  of  publicity,  which  is  now 
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prevalent.  Local  Government  is  a very  dull  subject  and  one  of  the 
consequences  is  that  very  few  members  of  the  public  are  ai-are  of 
the  fact  that  Local  Government  is  due  in  the  very  near  future,  for 
a major  shake  up.  This  I have  no  doubt  with  the  difficulties  which 
ivill  be  encountered  after  Lpril  1974,  vri.ll  be  one  of  communication 
and  many  horn-.'  will  be  t aken  up  with  explaining  to  ratepayers  and 
members  of  the  public  that  Local  Government  has  indeed  changed 
radically  over  night.  The  department  v/hich  I have  had  the  honour 
to  be  Chief  Officer  of,  during  the  past  six  years,  v/ill  not  be 
replaced.  The  idea  of  having  combined  appointments  in  the  new 
administration  has  no  place,  because  simply,  the  iuthority  will  be 
too  large.  There  have  been  many  arguments  put  forv/ard  that  com- 
bined appointments  and  departments  are  no  longer  satisfactory,  in 
this  modern  age,  although  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  several 
Authorities  there  have  been  established  large  directorates,  v^hich 
have  indeed  done  this  very  thing. 

During  my  period  as  your  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  one  of  the  most  satisfying  aspects  of  the  work  has  been 
to  see  the  tovm  grow  in  innumerable  ways.  Prom  its  large  housing 
developments  laid  out  to  a planned  system  of  development,  to  the 
fights  over  encouraging  more  and  more  industrial  development,  ivhich 
has  met  with  considerable  success.  To  the  large  extensions  and  to 
the  tov/n' s sewerage  scheme  to  cope  for  future  generations.  To  the 
provision  of  new  housing  units  and  flatlet  schemes.  To  the  acquisit- 
ion of  old  property  and  its  renovation,  v/hich  is  a very  progressive 
step  for  this  type  of  Authority,  To  the  provision  of  nexv  roads  and 
open  spaces.  To  the  taking  over  of  the  swimming  pool  and  its  com- 
plete renovation.  To  the  establishment  of  a Christmas  lighting 
scheme,  xvhich  in  five  years,  is  now  the  envy  of  the  County,  To  the 
acquisition  of  land  by  the  Council  for  development,  to  achieve  a 
better  style  of  living  and  the  creation  of  more  open  spaces.  To  the 
pursuing  of  a completely  renovated  Com  Exchange.  To  the  new  lighting 
schemes  throu^out  the  town.  The  provision  of  new  car  parking  facilities 
and  so  on, 

I will  look  back  I feel  sure,  in  the  years  to  come,  at  the  conclusion 
of  nearly  seven  years,  as  the  head  of  a department  of  over  fifty  office 
and  depot  staff  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction,  in  being  associated 
with  a team  which  has  never  failed  in  the  demands  which  an  expanding  town 
have  presented. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their 
continuous  support  in  the  very  varied  and  interesting  work  of  this  department 
and  v/ith  the  hope  that  the  service  that  has  been  given  by  this  department  will 
not  only  be  similar,  but  we  all  trust  even  better,  in  the  future, 

M.  SILVERTOOD 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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APPENDIX  A 


HOUSES 


DEMOLISHED 


UNFIT  HOUSES 
CLOSED 


UNFIT  HOUSES 
MADE  FIT 


IN  CLEiiHANCE  AREAS  Number  of  houses  represented 

Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


NOT  IN  CLEARANCE 
AREAS 


Number  of  houses  represented 
Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


Number  of  houses 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


After  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority 

After  formal  notice  by 
Public  Health  Act:- 

by  Owner 

by  Local  Authority 

After  formal  notice  by 
Housing  Act:- 

by  Owner 

by  Local  Authority 
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APPENDIX  B 


IMPROVEMENT  &RANTS 
Tl  ) STANDARD  GRANTS 


1. 

Number  of  Applications  approved 

10 

2. 

Number  of  dwellings  improved 

6 

3. 

Amount  paid  in  Grants 

£1213. 97 

4. 

Average  Grant  per  house 

£202. 33 

5. 

Amenities  provided:  a)  Fixed  bath  or  shower 

3 

b)  Wash  basin 

3 

c)  Sink 

d)  Hot  water  supply  to 

1 

a,  b or  c 

3 

e)  Internal  w,  c. 

6 

(2)  IMPROVEJ.IENT  GRANTS 


1. 

Number  of  Applications  approved 

20 

2. 

Number  of  Applications  refused 

- 

3. 

Amount  approved  in  Grants 

£10,396.46 

4. 

Average  Grant  per  Application 

£866, 37 

5. 

Number  of  schemes  completed 

12 

(3)  SPECIAL  GRANTS 

These  are  grants  payable  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council 
for  the  provision  of  basic  amenities  for  the  overall  benefit 
of  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 
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APPENDIX  C 


Year 

Horses 

Cattle 

Bulls 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Total 

1969 

57 

1,074 

- 

19 

1 

3,490 

3,1^ 

7,821 

1970 

37 

1,240 

1 

29 

2 

4,125 

3,565 

8,999 

1971 

37 

i,4je 

2 

24 

2 

4,863 

4,465 

10,831 

1972 

- 

1,325 

- 

5 

- 

4,627 

4,657 

10,794 

Meat  Inspection  Pees  during  1572 
Totalled  £658. 32 
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/.PPENDIX  D 


DETAILS  OF  UKFIT  tlEilT 

SURRENDERED  AT  EASTGATE  AND  KLONDYKE  SLAUGHEERHOUSES 


1,  (a)  Carcases 

1  Cow  carcase  and  offal 
1 Cow  carcase  and  offal 


2  Beast  carcases  and  offal 
1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 

1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 

2 Beast  carcases  and  offal 
1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 

1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 

4 Pig  carcases  and  offal 
6 Pig  carcases  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

2 Pig  carcases  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

3 Pig  carcases  and  offal 

2 Pig  carcases  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 

3 Sheep  carcases  and  offal 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 


f^exia 

Fyaenia  and  oedema  v/ith  systemic 
disturbance 

pyrexia 

pyrexia  and  extensive  bruising 
pyrexia  and  imperfect  bleeding 
Extensive  and  severe  bruising 
Oedema  and  emaciation  with  multiple 
tumours  of  the  thoracic  cavity. 
Septic  peritonitis 

Emaciation 

Emaciation  with  abcesses 
Emaciation  with  heart  injury 
Emaciation  with  arthritis 
Septic  peritonitis 
Acute  diffuse,  septic  peritonitis 
and  pleurisy 
Acute  septic  pneumonia 
pyrexia 
pyaemia 

Lymphosarcoma  and  peritonitis 
Bilateral  hydronephrosis 

Septicaemia 
Septic  pneumonia 

Emaciation  v/ith  systemic  infection 
Oedema  and  amaciation 
Pregancy  toxaemia 
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(b)  Part  Carcases 


1 Cow 

Top  Piece 

- 

Bruising 

1 Cow 

2 Hindquarters 

- 

Bruising 

1 Cow 

2 Hindquarters  & Brisket 

Bruising 

1 Beast  • 

Head 

- 

Caseous  Non  Cystic  Lesion 

3 Pigs  • 

Shoulder 

Abcesses 

3 K.gs  ■ 

Head 

- 

T.  B. 

1 Pig 

Fore 

- 

Pleurisy 

1 K.g 

Belly 

- 

Abcesses 

3 Pigs  ■ 

Head 

- 

Abcesses 

1 Pig 

Hind  Leg 

- 

Abcesses 

2 Pigs  ■ 

Front  Leg 

- 

Abcesses 

1 Pig 

Side 

Urine  construction 

(c)  Other 

Organs 

40  Beast 

_ 

Liver 

Abcesses 

25  Beast 

— 

Liver 

- 

Distomatosis 

2 Beast 

- 

Liver 

- 

Cloudy  Swelling 

1 Beast 

- 

Liver 

— 

Cirrhosis 

1 Beast 

- 

Liver 

- 

Telangiectasis 

1 Beast 

- 

Heart 

- 

Abe ess 

1 Beast 

— 

Heart 

- 

C,  Bo vis 

1 Beast 

- 

Lungs 

- 

Abcesses 

2 Beast 

- 

Offal 

- 

Swelling  & Congestion 

5 Pigs 

- 

Pluck 

- 

Cirrhosis  & Pneumonia 

1 Pig 

- 

Pluck 

- 

Pericarditis  & Cirrhosis 

11  Pigs 

- 

Pluck 

- 

Pericarditis  & Pneumonia 

36  Pigs 

- 

Pluck 

- 

Pericarditis  & Peritonitis 

2 Pigs 

- 

Pluck 

- 

Hepatitis  & Swelling 

1 Pig 

- 

Heart  and  Lungs 

- 

Abcesses 

6 Pigs 

- 

Heart  and  Lungs 

- 

Pericarditis 

22  Pigs 

- 

Liver 

- 

Ascaris  staining 

2 Sheep 

_ 

Liver 

Abcesses 

11  Sheep 

- 

Liver 

- 

Fluke 

2,  Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  surrendered: 


3.  Other  foods  surrendered: 

3 tins  Itork  shoulder 
Frozen  Meat  Products 
Corned  Beef 
Ice  Cream 


4 Ihs,  Mould  Spots 
51  Ihs,  Fridge  failure 
6 lbs.  Discolouration  and  Odour 
318  portions.  Fridge  failure 
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Bacteriological  samples  taken  in  the  District  by 
Kesteven  County  Council 


I Producer 

Dealer 

Type  of  Milk 

Results 

Methylene 

Phosphatase 

Blue 

Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Seamans  Dairy 
Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Peterborough  Co-op 
Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Peterborou^  Co-op 

D G Clarey 

J M Bradshaw 

J M Bradshaw 

D G Clarey 
Peterborough  Co-op 

D G Ciarey 

H Moisey 

Peterborough  Co-op 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Satisfactory 

tt 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 



Satisfactory 

II 

n 

II 

:: 

rf 

It 

APPENDIX  F 


Details  of  Sapples  of  Ice-Crean  taken  in  the  District 


Producer 

No,  of  Samples 

Result 

Lyons  Maid 

2 

Grade  2 

Lyons  Maid 

1 

Grade  3 

Walls 

1 

Grade  1 I 

Walls 

1 

Grade  2 

Y/alls 

1 

Grade  4 

Walls 

1 

Void 

Ross 

2 

Grade  1 

APPENDIX  & 


Details  of  Bacteriological  w'ater  Samples 

taken  frop  Private  Supplies 


1 Source  of  Supply 

Result  i 

1 

Coliform  B 

B.  Coli  (Typo  l) 

1 

i Klondike  Abattoii* 

0 

0 

I Eastgate  ibattoir 

0 

0 

3 The  Slipe 

0 

1 Eastgate  Abattoir 

0 

0 

1 3 The  Slipe 

0 

0 

Klondyke  Abattoir 

0 

0 

East age  Abattoir 

0 

0 

1 Klondyke  Abattoir 

Present 

0 

j 1 Brickpit  Cottages 

Present 

0 

j Klondyke  iibattoir 

0 

o'; 

j Klondyke  Abattoir 

" 1 

° 

j 1 Brickpit  Cottages 

9 

0 

i 
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APPENDIX  H 


EX/.lilNATIONS 


Date 

Source 

Coliforn  B 

Plate 

Per  100 

Count 

1.5.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

1. 5.72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

9. 5.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

9. 5. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

16.  5. 72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

16. 5. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

23.5.72 

Inlet 

0 

u/c 

23.5.72 

Outlet 

0 

3 

23. 5.72 

Paddling  Pool 

0 

107 

25.  5. 72 

Inlet 

0 

2 

25.  5. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

25. 5.72 

Paddling  Pool 

0 

130 

30. 5. 72 

Inlet 

0 

8 

30. 5. 72 

Outlet 

0 

6 

6.  6. 72 

Inlet 

0 

2 

6.6.72 

Outl  et 

0 

0 

13. 6. 72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

13. 6. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

20. 6. 72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

20. 6. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

27. 6. 72 

Inlet 

0 

3 

27.6.72 

Outlet 

0 

4 

4. 7.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

4.  7. 72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

11. 7. 72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

11. 7.72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

18. 7. 72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

18. 7. 72 

Outlet 

0 

1 

25.7.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

25. 7.72 

OutletO 

0 

3 

1. 8. 72 

Inlet 

0 

1 

1. 8. 72 

Outlet 

0 

2 

8.8.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

8. 8.  72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

22.  8. 72 

Inlet 

0 

2 

22.  8. 72 

Outlet 

0 

1 

5. 9.72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

5. 9.72 

Outlet 

0 

2 

12.9.72 

Inlet 

0 

2 

12.9.72 

Outlet 

0 

2 

20.  9.  72 

Inlet 

0 

0 

20.  9.72 

Outlet 

0 

0 

U/C  = Uncountable 
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APPENDIX  I 


SCHEDULE  OP  APHtOXIMATS  NUI^BEIR  OF  BATHERS 

USING  THE  SWimiNG  POOL  DAILY 


Date 

LB  Ciilorine 

of 

Bathers 

Date 

LB  Chlorine 

No.  of 
Bathers 

20. A.  72 

80 

104 

1. 6. 72 

32 

43 

21.4.72 

19 

108 

2. 6.  72 

33 

142 

22.4. 72 

24 

> 83 

3.6.72 

32 

139 

23.4.  72 

24 

54 

4. 6. 72 

33 

199 

24.4.72 

17 

25 

5.6.72 

34 

285 

25.4.72 

30 

16 

6. 6. 72 

34 

212 

26.4.72 

29 

150 

7.6.72 

36 

196 

27.4.72 

32 

115 

8.6. 72 

41 

. 103 

28.4.72 

29 

78 

! 9.6.72 

35 

184 

29.4.  72 

32 

9 

10. 6, 72 

34 

187 

30.4.72 

24 

. 16 

11. 6. 72 

32 

206 

1.  5.72 

28 

87 

12. 6. 72 

35 

210 

2.  5.72 

33 

212 

13. 6. 72 

35 

200 

5.5.72 

34 

314 

14. 6. 72 

40 

198 

4. 5. 72 

37 

294 

15. 6. 72 

36 

167 

5.5.72 

34 

109 

16. 6. 72 

34 

188 

6.5.72 

29 

64 

17. 6.72 

44 

161 

7. 5.72 

30 

71 

18.6.72 

44 

263 

8. 5.72 

33 

115 

19. 6. 72 

33 

-43 

9. 5.72 

34 

. 178 

20. 6.  72 

34 

. 186 

10. 5.72 

32 

188 

21.6.72 

39 

168 

11. 5.72 

30 

137 

22.6.72 

34 

90 

12.5.72 

34 

168 

23.  6.72 

34 

150 

13.5. 72 

32 

174 

24. 6. 72 

34 

84 

14. 5.72 

34 

U 

25. 6. 72 

34 

121 

15.5.72 

31 

53 

26.6.72 

36 

291 

16. 5.72 

32 

10 

27.6.72 

34 

224 

17. 5. 72 

33 

156 

28. 6.72 

34 

217 

18. 5.72 

34 

149 

29. 6. 72 

42 

207 

19.5.72 

28 

178 

30. 6. 72 

46 

268 

20. 5. 72 

34 

192 

1.7. 72 

44 

309 

21.  5. 72 

33 

256 

2.7.72 

35 

227 

22.5.72 

32 

12 

3.7.72 

32 

118 

23.5.72 

33 

166 

4.7.72 

45 

171 

24. 5. 72 

34 

211 

5.7.72 

42 

210 

25.5.72 

34 

106 

6.7.72 

45 

301 

26. 5.72 

37 

201 

7.7.72 

45 

234 

27.5.72 

33 

104 

8. 7.72 

35 

126 

28. 5. 72 

33 

35 

9.7.72 

35 

106 

29.5.72 

33 

51 

10. 7. 72 

34 

424 

30. 5.72 

33 

57 

11.7.72 

44 

168 

31.5.72 

32 

67 

12.7.72 

44 

210 
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i.PPENDIX  I cont. 


Date 

LB  Chlorine 

O 

• 

o 

^ 

! Date 

LB  Chlorine 

No.  of 

Bathers 

Bathers 

13. 7.72 

44 

556 

23. 8. 72 

43 

327 

lif.  7. 72 

46 

746 

24.  8. 72 

47 

763 

15.7.72 

46 

726 

25.8.72 

48 

722 

16.7.72 

40 

778 

26. 8. 72 

48 

. 371 

17.7.72 

42 

1002 

27. 8.72 

35 

90 

18.7.72 

44 

550 

28.  8. 72 

34 

151 

19. 7. 72 

46 

464 

29. 8. 72 

42 

307 

20. 7. 72 

46 

- 

30. 8.72 

33 

280 

21.7.72 

46 

- _ 

31.  8. 72 

44 

558 

22.7.72 

36 

- 

1.9.72 

44 

630 

23.  7. 72 

18 

- 

2.9. 72 

43 

208 

24.7.72 

23 

- 

3.9.72 

40 

204 

25.7.72 

18 

- 

4.9.72 

34 

185 

I 26.7.72 

32 

- 

5. 9. 72 

24 

70 

27.7.72 

30 

- 

6.9.72 

24 

102 

28.7.72 

36 

- 

7.9.72 

24 

91 

29.7.72 

34 

- 

8.9.72 

24 

122 

30.7.72 

27 

9.9.72 

24 

125 

31.7.72 

41 

- g 

” o ■ 

10.9.72 

24 

7 

1.8.72 

31 

11. 9.72 

32 

55 

2.  8. 72 

33 

12.9.72 

33 

70 

3.8.72 

19 

— o 

13.9.72 

18 

160 

4.8.72 

19 

“*  w 

14.9.72 

18 

65 

5.8.72 

15 

_ 

- (U 

15.9.72 

24 

, 75 

6. 8. 72 

24 

-p 

16.9.72 

29 

140 

7. 8.72 

15 

17.9.72 

24 

51 

8. 8. 72 

29 

18. 9. 72 

24 

• • 17 

9.8.72 

29 

_ o 

19.9.72 

24 

12 

10.  8.  72 

46 

mm  • 

o 

20.9.72 

28 

104 

11.  8.72 

43 

21.9.72 

28 

124 

12.  8. 72 

44 

22.9.72 

28 

136 

13.8.72 

38 

- ^ 

23. 9.72 

31 

122 

14. 8. 72 

34 

- 

24.  9.72 

19 

59 

15. 8. 72 

40 

874 

25. 9.72 

0 

0 

16. 8. 72 

35 

632 

17. 8.72 

37 

244 

18. 8. 72 

40 

526, 

19.8.72 

35 

296 

20. 8. 72 

35 

329 

21.8.72 

34 

352 

22.8.72 

42 

.679 
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APPENDIX  J 


I 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1,  Number  of  properties 
in  district 

2946 

120 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of 

properties  including  | 
nearby  premises  inspected 
following  notifications.  93 

10 

(b)  Number  infested  by 
(i)  Rats 

47 

10 

(ii)  Mice 

29 

3 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

■ 

18 

(b)  Number  infested  by 
(i)  Rats 

3 

4 

(ii)  Mice 

1 
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ixPPENDIX  K 


OFFICES  SHOPS  LWD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  .ACT  196j 


RECISTRj'.TIONS  £ND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

CIASS  OF  PREMISES 

NUMBER  OP 

TOTAL  NUIffiER 

NUIiBER  OP 

PREMISES 

REGISTERED  AT 

REGISTERED 

NEWLY  REGISTERED 

END  OP  YE/iR 

PREI/IISES  RECEIVED 

DURING  THE  YEAN 

ONE  OR  MORE  GENERiiL 

INSPECTIONS  DURING 
THE  YE/.R 

1.  Offices 

2.  Retail  Shops 

3.  Nholsesale  Shops, 
warehouses 

4.  Catering  establish 
ments  open  to  the 
public  canteens 

5.  Fuel  storage  depot 

H VO  1 II 

1 m 

36 

76 

11 

32 

■ 

1 Totals 

7 

119 

44 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  (including  general  inspections)  57 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (l)  or  (5) 

I of  the  Act  1 

[ 

♦ 


ANALYSIS  BY  V/ORKPL/EE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 

PREMISES  AT  THE  MD  OF  THE  YEiH 

1 CIi-.SS  OF  W0RKPL/.CE 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 

EMPLOYED 

1.  Offices  142 

2.  Retail  Shops  314 

3.  Wholesale  departments 

j virarehouses  J 11 

4.  Catering  establishments 

1 open  to  the  public  canteens  24 

5«  Fuel  storage  depots  j 3 

M'iLES : 186 

FEMALES:  308 

1 Totals:- 

494 

494 

